
Radon contractor York PA services expand as
regional testing mandates draw closer
A growing number of homeowners and commercial property managers in south-central
Pennsylvania are turning to a radon contractor York PA for mitigation work ahead of
anticipated state-level testing requirements. The move comes as data from the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection continues to show elevated radon levels across a
wide swath of York County and the surrounding region, prompting real estate professionals
and building inspectors to push for earlier intervention.

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that results from the decay of uranium in soil
and rock. It enters buildings through cracks in foundations, gaps around pipes, and other
openings in the floor. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, radon is the
second leading cause of lung cancer after smoking, and it is estimated to be responsible for
roughly 21,000 lung cancer deaths per year nationwide. Pennsylvania sits atop geology that
produces some of the highest average indoor radon concentrations in the country, with
readings in parts of York County regularly exceeding the EPA action level of 4 picocuries per
liter of air.

Local real estate agents report that radon testing has become a routine part of home
inspections in the area, and a radon contractor York PA is frequently called in to install sub-slab
depressurization systems or seal cracks after elevated results come back. The work typically
involves running a vent pipe from beneath the basement floor through the roof, with a small fan
that creates negative pressure beneath the slab, preventing gas from entering the living space.
These systems are widely considered the standard for effective long-term mitigation.

Why York County is a hotspot for radon
York County lies within the Reading Prong, a geological formation that extends from Berks
County through Lancaster and into York. This region is rich in uranium-bearing granite and
gneiss, which decay into radon over time. The U.S. Geological Survey has mapped large areas
of the county as having high radon potential, meaning that more than half of the homes in
certain zip codes may have indoor levels above the EPA threshold.

Because radon is invisible and odorless, it can only be detected through specialized testing.
Short-term tests using charcoal canisters or continuous monitors are common during real
estate transactions, but the Pennsylvania DEP recommends long-term testing for at least 90
days to get a true annual average reading. Many homeowners in the area are now opting for
long-term tests as part of broader indoor air quality assessments, especially after the COVID-
19 pandemic increased awareness of ventilation and airborne contaminants.
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State policy and market forces converge
Pennsylvania has not yet adopted a mandatory radon testing law for residential sales, but
several municipalities in neighboring states have done so, and advocates in Harrisburg have
introduced bills in recent legislative sessions that would require disclosure of known radon
levels at the time of sale. The potential for such a law has already changed behavior in the real
estate market. Sellers in parts of the state are proactively testing and mitigating their homes to
avoid surprises during closing, and buyers are increasingly asking for radon clauses in their
purchase agreements.

In this environment, the role of a qualified radon contractor York PA has shifted from being a
niche service to a standard part of the home improvement ecosystem. Contractors in the area
typically hold certifications from the National Radon Proficiency Program or the Pennsylvania
DEP, and they follow protocols published by the EPA and the American Association of Radon
Scientists and Technologists. The work itself is straightforward but requires careful attention
to building science principles to ensure that the system actually reduces radon levels rather
than simply moving the gas to another part of the house.

Common mitigation methods used in the region

Sub-slab depressurization: A pipe is inserted through the basement floor and
connected to a fan that pulls radon from beneath the slab and vents it above the
roofline.

Sealant application: Caulk and hydraulic cement are used to close gaps in foundation
walls, floor joints, and utility entry points.

Heat recovery ventilator installation: HRVs can be added to increase fresh air
exchange while maintaining energy efficiency in tightly sealed homes.

Sump pump pit ventilation: If a basement has a sump pit, it can be capped and vented
to prevent radon from entering through that route.

Crawlspace encapsulation: For homes with crawlspaces, a heavy-duty vapor barrier is
laid over the dirt floor and sealed to the walls, with a vent pipe running to the outside.

Each method has its own cost profile and suitability depending on the home's foundation type
and the measured radon concentration. A thorough pre-mitigation diagnostic test, often
involving a smoke stick or a tracer gas, helps the contractor decide which approach will work
best for a specific building.

Health implications and public awareness
The health risk from radon is cumulative. The EPA estimates that exposure to an average
annual concentration of 4 pCi/L over a lifetime carries a lung cancer risk roughly equivalent to



that of smoking half a pack of cigarettes a day. This risk is magnified for smokers, who are
already at higher baseline risk for lung cancer. Reducing indoor radon levels to below 2 pCi/L
can substantially lower that risk, and mitigation systems typically achieve reductions of 50
percent or more.

Public awareness campaigns run by the Pennsylvania DEP and the American Lung Association
have increased the number of tests conducted each year, but the state still has a low overall
testing rate compared with the known risk. In York County, local health departments and
cooperative extension offices have distributed free or low-cost test kits at community events
and through libraries. The results from those programs consistently show that a significant
percentage of homes in the county test above 4 pCi/L, reinforcing the need for professional
mitigation services.

What to expect when hiring a contractor
When a property owner decides to hire a radon contractor York PA, the process typically begins
with a follow-up test to confirm the initial reading. The contractor will then perform a visual
inspection of the foundation, note existing cracks and openings, and decide on the appropriate
mitigation strategy. Most jobs can be completed in a single day, though larger or more complex
homes may require two visits. After the system is installed, a post-mitigation test is performed
to verify that levels have dropped below the action level.

Costs for mitigation vary widely depending on the method used and the size of the home. Sub-
slab depressurization systems generally fall within a range that most homeowners consider
manageable compared with the potential health consequences. Some local utilities and
community organizations offer rebates or financing for radon mitigation, though these
programs are not universal and homeowners should check with their municipality or county
health department for current offerings.

The market for radon services in York County is active enough that several contractors now
maintain dedicated crews for mitigation work, separate from their general home inspection or
HVAC businesses. This specialization has led to faster turnaround times and more consistent
quality, as crews repeat the same procedures on many homes per month. The typical warranty
on a mitigation system covers parts and labor for one to five years, with annual maintenance
checks recommended to ensure the fan continues to operate and the vent pipe remains
unobstructed.

Looking ahead
As the science around radon and lung cancer becomes more widely understood, and as state
lawmakers continue to consider mandatory testing and disclosure rules, the demand for



professional mitigation is expected to grow. Homeowners in York County who have not yet
tested their homes are encouraged to do so, particularly if they spend significant time in
basements or lower levels. A simple test kit purchased from a hardware store or ordered from
the Pennsylvania DEP can provide the first indication of whether a problem exists.

If high levels are found, acting promptly can reduce health risks and also protect property
values at the time of resale. The work of a qualified radon contractor York PA remains the most
reliable way to bring indoor levels down to safe concentrations. With the right system in place,
a home that once posed a hidden health hazard can become just as safe as any other, without
ongoing maintenance beyond an occasional check of the system's manometer or warning
device.


