
Skylights add natural light, curb appeal, and value to your home—but when they leak, they can quickly become a
costly headache. As a Southington CT roofer with years of experience working on local homes, we see skylight
issues spike after heavy rains, snowmelt, and freeze-thaw cycles. Understanding why skylights leak—and how a
roofing contractor Southington CT homeowners trust approaches prevention and repair—can save you money,
stress, and interior damage.

Below, we break down the common causes of skylight leaks, how to diagnose them, and the best cures, from
quick fixes to full roof replacement Southington CT scenarios. Whether you need emergency roof repair
Southington after a storm or routine maintenance, these insights will help you make smarter decisions.

The most common causes of skylight leaks

Failed flashing: Flashing is the metal (or sometimes synthetic) material that seals the skylight to your roof.
Over time, flashing can corrode, lift, or crack, especially around step and counter-flashing on shingled roofs.
Poorly installed flashing is one of the top reasons Southington homeowners call a roofing company
Southington for roof repair Southington CT.

Worn or missing sealant: Skylights rely on high-quality sealants and gaskets at key joints. UV exposure,
temperature swings, and age can cause these materials to dry out and fail, allowing wind-driven rain to enter.

Condensation misdiagnosed as leaks: In colder months, warm indoor air condenses on cool skylight surfaces,
then drips. This can mimic a leak. Without proper ventilation or an adequate thermal break, condensation can
cause staining, mold, and ceiling damage.

Failed skylight glazing or gasket: Double-pane skylights can lose their seal, letting moisture fog between
panes and sometimes seep into the frame. Cracked acrylic domes or damaged gaskets are also culprits.

Ice dams and snow load: Southington winters bring ice dams that force meltwater under shingles and around
skylights. Even a perfectly installed unit can leak if ice dams back up water. This is where a local roofing
contractor CT with cold-climate experience becomes essential.

Roof age and shingle wear: A skylight surrounded by brittle, curling shingles is at risk. When roofs near the
end of their life, the flashing and surrounding materials don’t shed water properly. In these cases, targeted
roof repair Southington CT may help, but you may be nearing roof replacement Southington CT.

How to spot and diagnose a skylight leak

Interior signs: Water stains or bubbling paint on the ceiling or drywall around the skylight well, damp trim, or
moisture after storms are red flags. If staining appears only during temperature drops, consider
condensation.

Exterior signs: Look for missing shingles, rusted or loose flashing, cracked sealant lines, debris buildup above
the skylight that can divert water, and gaps around the frame.

Controlled water test: A licensed roofer Southington CT homeowners trust may run a gentle hose test,
starting at the bottom and working up the roof slope. This helps isolate whether the leak is from flashing, the
skylight unit, or higher on the roof.

Attic inspection: From inside the attic, your Southington CT roofer can trace water paths on the sheathing
and framing to pinpoint the entry point.

Proven cures for skylight leaks



Resealing and minor repairs: If the skylight is structurally sound, a roofing company Southington might
remove failing sealant, apply high-grade roofing sealant, and reinforce vulnerable joints. They’ll also replace
cracked shingles and reset small flashing components. This is often the most affordable roofing Southington
CT fix for newer installations.

Flashing replacement: When flashing is the issue, the best practice is to remove shingles around the skylight,
install manufacturer-approved flashing kits (Velux and similar brands), and re-shingle the area. Proper
underlayment and ice-and-water barrier are critical, especially in Southington’s climate.

Ice dam mitigation: Adding ice-and-water shield underlayment, improving attic insulation and ventilation,
sealing air leaks, and installing snow guards or heat cables where appropriate can prevent recurrence. An
experienced residential roofing Southington pro can recommend the right combination.

Skylight replacement: If the skylight is outdated, cracked, or has failed glazing seals, replacement is often
more cost-effective than repeated repairs. Modern skylights offer better energy performance, improved
flashing systems, and leak-resistant designs. Coordinate this with roof replacement Southington CT if your
roof is aging—combining the projects can save labor and ensure a watertight system.

Full roof system upgrades: When leaks are symptomatic of widespread roof deterioration, a comprehensive
roof replacement with upgraded underlayment, proper flashing, and correctly integrated skylights is the
long-term cure. This also protects resale value and energy performance.

Preventing skylight leaks in the first place

Professional installation: The most cost-effective step is hiring a local roofing contractor CT who follows
manufacturer specs and local codes. In Southington, ice-and-water shield should extend well above and
around the skylight curb.

Routine inspections: Have a licensed roofer Southington CT inspect your roof and skylights annually—ideally
before and after winter. Early detection keeps repairs simple and affordable.

Keep it clear: Remove leaves, branches, and debris that trap moisture above the skylight. Ensure gutters are
clean so water doesn’t overflow and run toward the skylight.

Control indoor humidity: Use bath and kitchen fans, add a dehumidifier if necessary, and ensure attic
ventilation is balanced. This reduces condensation that often gets mistaken for leaks.

Choose quality products: Not all skylights and flashing kits are equal. Reputable brands, matched with proper
underlayment and shingle integration, provide a longer-lasting seal. Your Southington CT roofer can
recommend models that perform well in Connecticut’s freeze-thaw cycles.

When to call for emergency help

If you notice active dripping, ceiling sagging, or spreading stains during a storm, call for emergency roof repair
Southington. Temporary measures—like a protective tarp, quick seal at vulnerable joints, or ice dam steaming—
can prevent interior damage while you schedule a permanent fix. A responsive roofing contractor Southington CT
will prioritize these calls and return for lasting repairs in better weather.

Cost considerations and value

Skylight repairs range from minor resealing to partial re-flashing, typically far less than a full replacement.
However, if your roof is 18–25 years old, you’ll get better value bundling skylight replacement with roof



replacement Southington CT to avoid disturbing new shingles later. A reputable roofing company Southington
will provide transparent options, itemized estimates, and manufacturer-backed warranties. Look for affordable
roofing Southington CT that doesn’t cut corners on flashing or underlayment—those details determine whether
your skylight stays dry.

Why choose a local specialist

A local roofing contractor CT understands our weather patterns, building codes, and the best practices for
skylight integration on licensed roofers New Haven CT New England-style roofs. From steep colonial roofs to
modern low-slope additions, a residential roofing Southington specialist will tailor solutions to your First Choice
Roofing roof repair southington ct home’s design and budget.

Bottom line

Skylight leaks aren’t inevitable. With the right installation, materials, and maintenance, your skylight can deliver
years of leak-free daylight. If you’re seeing signs of trouble, don’t wait—small leaks quickly become major repairs.
Connect with a licensed roofer Southington CT for a thorough assessment and a plan that fits your home,
timeline, and budget.

Questions and answers

Q: How do I tell if my skylight leak is condensation or a roof issue? A: If moisture appears mainly in cold weather,
after showers, or on the glass itself, it may be condensation. Persistent stains around the skylight well after
rainstorms usually indicate a flashing or roofing problem. A Southington CT roofer can confirm with an attic
check and water test.

Q: Can I just caulk a leaking skylight? A: Caulk is a temporary fix. If flashing is failing or shingles are worn, you
need proper re-flashing and integration with underlayment. A roofing company Southington can determine
whether resealing is appropriate or if a larger repair is needed.

Q: Should I replace my skylight when I replace my roof? A: Usually yes. Combining roof replacement Southington
CT with new skylights ensures compatibility with new flashing kits, avoids disturbing fresh shingles later, and
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provides better long-term warranties.

Q: What’s the fastest way to stop active leaking during a storm? A: Call for emergency roof repair roof
replacement bristol ct Southington. Pros can tarp the area or apply a temporary seal to limit damage, then return
in dry weather for permanent repairs.
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