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Navigating the Hungarian Driving License Registration Process: A
Comprehensive Guide

For numerous expatriates, digital wanderers, and global students settling in Hungary, gaining the liberty of the
open roadway click here is a significant milestone. Whether someone is moving from another European Union
member state or showing up from a nation halfway around the world, comprehending the subtleties of

Hungarian driving license registration is important.

Navigating administrative treatments in a foreign country can feel challenging. Nevertheless, with the right
details, preparation, and perseverance, exchanging or signing up a motorist's license in Hungary ends up being
an uncomplicated endeavor. This guide supplies a detailed introduction of the requirements, procedures, and

timelines involved.

1. Figuring out the Category of Your License

The primary step in the Hungarian driving license registration process depends entirely on the providing country

of the current license. Hungary divides foreign chauffeurs into three unique classifications:

* EU/EEA Citizens: Individuals holding a license issued by a European Union member state or an European

Economic Area country enjoy the most streamlined process.

* Non-EU/EEA Citizens (Reciprocal/Vienna Convention Countries): Individuals from nations that are
signatories to the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic, or countries that have a particular bilateral

agreement with Hungary.

¢ Third-Country Nationals (Non-Reciprocal Countries): Individuals from nations that do not have a

reciprocal exchange agreement with Hungary.

2. General Requirements for All Applicants

Regardless of nationality, anyone looking for to sign up or exchange their driving license in Hungary need to
meet a few fundamental requirements. The National Directorate-General for Aliens Policing and the Central

Office for Administrative and Electronic Public Services (OKKF) impose these rigorous requirements.

* Residency: Applicants should hold a legitimate Hungarian address card ( Lakcimkdrtya), proving legal

residency of a minimum of 185 days per year in Hungary.

* Legal Age: The applicant should satisfy the minimum age requirement for the particular automobile

category in Hungary.

* Physical Fitness: A medical certificate ( Orvosi igazolds) proving fitness to drive is usually mandatory.

3. Step-by-Step Registration Process by Category

EU and EEA License Holders

People holding an EU/EEA license are not legally required to exchange their license right away upon relocating to

Hungary. They might drive with it until its expiration date. Nevertheless, voluntary registration or exchange is


https://xn--expresszkrtya-ceb.com/

possible and typically recommended, particularly if the license is nearing expiration or has no expiration date.

* Do you need a theoretical or practical test? No.
* Do you need a medical test? Only if the license is being restored upon expiration.

* Process: Visit a city government Window ( Kormdnyablak), submit the application form, present the existing

EU license, passport, address card, and pay the administrative cost.

Non-EU/ EEA License Holders (Vienna Convention/ Reciprocal)

If the license was issued by a country that is party to the Vienna Convention, the holder can usually drive with an
International Driving Permit (IDP) alongside their national license for as much as one year. After developing

residency, they usually should look for a Hungarian license.

* Do you require a test? Usually, no useful or theoretical test is needed for basic classification B (vehicle)
licenses, supplied the application is sent within a specific timeframe after developing residency (typically
within one year).

* Do you need a medical test? Yes, a Hungarian medical certificate is obligatory.

* Translation: A qualified Hungarian translation of the foreign driving license (often gotten from OFFI, the

Hungarian Office for Translation and Attestation) is generally required.

Third-Country Nationals (Non-Reciprocal)

Drivers from countries without a reciprocal agreement face the most extensive process. Their existing licenses can

not be straight exchanged for a Hungarian equivalent.

* Do you need tests? Yes. Applicants should pass both the theory test (computer-based traffic guidelines)

and the practical driving test in Hungary.

® Driving School: While enrolling in a complete driving course is not constantly necessary, taking professional
driving lessons is extremely recommended to familiarize oneself with Hungarian roadway signs, right-of-way

guidelines, and examiner expectations.

Summary of Requirements by License Origin
To quickly envision what is required based upon your background, refer to the table listed below:

License Origin Medical Exam Required? Translation Required? Theory/ Practical Tests? Timeframe to Register EU/
EEA Only upon renewal No No Voluntary (legitimate up until expiration) Vienna Convention Yes Yes (usually
OFFI) Generally No Within 1 year of residency Non-Reciprocal Yes Yes (OFFI) Yes (Theory & & Practical) As
quickly as possible/ Required to drive legally

4. Required Documentation for the Kormanyablak

When participating in a visit at the Kormdnyablak (Government Window), applicants need to bring a detailed file.

Missing a single file will result in rejection and the need to reschedule.

* Legitimate Passport or National ID card.
* Hungarian Address Card ( Lakcimkartya).
* Residence Permit/ Registration Certificate (for non-EU nationals).

® Current Driving License (original document).



¢ Certified Hungarian Translation of the license (if applicable).

* Maedical Fitness Certificate provided by a Hungarian occupational health medical professional or family

doctor.
* Passport-sized Photo (though photos are often taken straight at the Kormanyablak).

* Proof of Fee Payment (invoice of the administrative stamp task).

5. Costs and Administrative Fees

Hungarian driving license registration involves official administrative charges ( illeték). These charges differ

depending on the nature of the transaction (brand-new issuance, exchange, or classification extension).

Service Type Approximate Fee (HUF) Notes Requirement License Exchange/Issuance 6,000-- 12,000 HUF Basic
processing cost Medical Certificate 7,000-- 10,000 HUF Paid directly to the analyzing doctor Licensed
Translation (OFFI) Varies by word count Depending on the length and language of the license Driving School &
& Tests (if applicable) 150,000+ HUF Only appropriate for non-reciprocal third-country licenses

Note: Fees are subject to legislative updates and ought to be validated on the official Hungarian federal government

website (Magyarorszdg.hu) prior to application.

6. Tips for a Smooth Registration Experience

To make sure the Hungarian driving license registration procedure goes as smoothly as possible, keep the

following useful tips in mind:

* Book an Appointment Online: While some Kormdnyablak offices accept walk-ins, lines can be extremely

long. Utilize the Ugyfélkapu (Client Gateway) system to book a consultation beforehand.

* Language Barrier: Not all personnel members at government windows speak fluent English. Consider

bringing a Hungarian-speaking buddy or colleague along to assist with communication.

¢ Examine Expiry Dates: Do not wait until the outright last day of your foreign license's credibility or your 1
year residency mark to initiate the procedure. Processing times for translations and medical checks can take

longer than anticipated.

¢ Understand Local Rules: Even if you do not need to take a useful driving test, completely examine the
Hungarian Highway Code ( KRESZ). Hungary has rigorous traffic laws, consisting of a zero-tolerance policy for

driving under the impact of alcohol.

Registering or exchanging your driving license in Hungary is a structured process developed to ensure that all
drivers on Hungarian roadways fulfill the essential security and legal standards. By recognizing your specific
category, collecting the required medical certificates and translations, and visiting your regional Kormdnyablak
ready, you will effectively transition your driving privileges and be all set to check out the gorgeous landscapes of

Hungary behind the wheel.



