
Signing up for the Manchester Marathon is an exciting commitment — a chance to take on one of the UK’s
biggest and fastest city races. If you’re an entrant, one common question floats around as race day approaches:
When will my bib number be posted to arrive by Friday before race weekend? This article dives deep into the
timeline you can expect, entry nuances, and practical tips to ensure race weekend goes smoothly.

Manchester Marathon: Race Date, Scale & Time Limit
The Manchester Marathon takes place annually, typically on the Sunday of early April. For example, the 2024
edition was held on Sunday, 7 April. The 2026 race date, as per recent announcements, is planned for a similar
spring Sunday slot but always double-check the official Manchester Marathon website closer to race day to avoid
surprises.

Manchester Marathon is one of the largest UK city marathons, often attracting upwards of 10,000 entrants. It’s a
fast and flat course — perfect for chasing that PB — with a generous time limit of 6 hours to cross the finish line.

Key Race Details at a Glance

Aspect Details Race Date Early April Sunday (e.g., 7 April 2024) Estimated Entrants ~10,000+ runners Time Limit 6
hours Race Start Time Typically 9:00 AM prompt

Entry Process & Sell-Out Reality
The Manchester Marathon sells out incredibly fast. The official ballot often opens months in advance and closes
once reached the target number of participants. This means prospective runners need to be ready to apply as
soon as entries open, usually late summer or early autumn the preceding year.

For general entries, you must complete the online registration and pay the entry fee — recently £68 for standard
entrants, but prices can vary. It’s worth noting the UK entrants event pack with race bib and goodies is only sent
out after payment confirmation.

Charity Places: Understanding Real Costs



Many runners enter via charity spots rather than ballot — a worthy and common route, but one that involves
more than just a registration fee. For example, the MS Trust charity requires entrants to pay a £40 registration fee
in addition to a minimum £500 sponsorship fundraising target. These costs add up and reflect the significant
charitable impact of Manchester Marathon fundraisers.

Charity runners often receive their race bib and event pack similarly through post but can have separate
arrangements, so check your charity provider's instructions carefully.
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When Is the Manchester Marathon Bib Posted?
Official advice from the race organisers is that bibs and race packs are posted to arrive in your UK mail by
the Friday before race weekend. This timing allows you to receive your bib with enough margin to prepare
your kit, plan travel logistics, and fit in any last-minute admin.

Race weekend delivery window: Batches typically dispatch in the week leading up to race day, aiming
primarily for Friday arrival.

International entrants: If you’re outside the UK, expect earlier dispatch dates due to longer postage times,
sometimes as much as two weeks before the race.

Remote pickups: While official race centre collection options exist, the posted pack is preferred for
convenience and COVID-era safety.

Note: Many runners worry about last-minute delays — if you haven’t received your bib by Friday afternoon,
contact the race HQ immediately. Waiting until race morning can cause logistical stress and has inconvenienced
many runners in the past.

Course Route, Elevation & Certification History
The course starts in the Old Trafford area near the iconic stadium, running through central Manchester finishing at
the scenic Castlefield Bowl. The entire route is historically UK Athletics measured and certified, ensuring official
race times and the possibility of qualifying for other events like London Marathon or international competitions.

Elevation on the course is minimal, earning Manchester Marathon its reputation as a fast and flat marathon,
favoured by runners chasing personal bests or even Boston qualifying times.

Third-Party Tools for Course Preview

If you want to pre-visualise or train on the route, head to goandrace.com. This site offers unofficial GPX downloads
of the 2026 Manchester Marathon route. You can then upload the GPX to compatible devices like the Garmin
Forerunner, enabling you to follow the route during training runs.

Example: To add the GPX to your Garmin watch: connect your device via USB, locate the “Garmin/GPX” folder, and
drag the file into it. Safely eject the device, then open your Garmin running app and select the course ahead of
your run.

Warning: Never treat third-party GPX files as “official” course guides. They’re helpful tools but always rely on on-
course signage and marshals on race day.

Race Week Essentials: My Tiny ‘Race-Week Kit’ List

https://the5krunner.com/2026/08/27/manchester-marathon-2027/


A quick note to runners prepping their kit: here’s my personal checklist to pack once the bib arrives by post on
Friday:

Bib number + safety pins

Timing chip (often attached to bib)

Runner’s wristband or wrist tag, if provided

Race day clothes, including weather-proof gear

Energy gels/snacks

Hydration bottle or plan

Bus/transport tickets or rail pass handy

Phone + GPS watch, already loaded with route file

Cash for merchandise or recovery food stalls

Emergency contact info card

Final Tips to Avoid Bib Delivery Surprises
1. Address Accuracy: Check your online registration details to confirm your postal address. Typos can delay or

misdirect your race pack.

2. Track Post Online: If your pack is sent via tracked delivery, save the tracking number for peace of mind.

3. Allow a Day Buffer: Understand that UK Royal Mail standard delivery usually takes 1–2 days but can be
affected by postal service delays over public holidays.

4. Contact Race HQ Early: If Friday afternoon approaches and no pack has arrived, reach out by phone or
email before race day for resolution options.

5. Use the Official Website: Only trust mailing and pack collection information from the Manchester Marathon
official site — steer clear of third-party forums or social media speculation.

Summary
To sum up, if you have entered the Manchester Marathon through the official channels or charity places, you
should expect your bib and event pack to be posted and ideally arrive by the Friday before race weekend.
This timing gives you crucial preparation breathing room before tackling the UK’s much-loved fast and flat
marathon course.

Remember the real costs for charity entries, the rapid sell-out nature of this event, and the vital importance of
tracking your postal address info carefully. Feel free to download the 2026 Manchester Marathon GPX route from
goandrace.com and practise with it on your Garmin or other GPS devices ahead of race day.

Get your kit ready, know your timetable, and enjoy a road race experience thousands of UK runners eagerly
anticipate every spring!




