
Understanding Radon Mitigation Cost PA: What
Homeowners in York and Adams County Should
Expect
When I first bought my home in York County, Pennsylvania, I knew radon was a concern. The
geology of south-central Pennsylvania, with its granite bedrock and limestone formations,
makes it one of the higher-risk regions for radon in the country. What I did not fully appreciate
until after my initial test came back above the EPA action level was just how varied the costs of
fixing the problem could be. If you are looking into radon mitigation cost PA, you have probably
already seen numbers ranging from a few hundred dollars to several thousand and wondered
what is real and what is just marketing.

Radon mitigation is not a one-size-fits-all service. The price you pay depends on the type of
foundation your home sits on, the soil conditions around it, and the specific system needed to
reduce the gas to safe levels. In this article, I will walk through the common cost factors, the
typical price ranges for York and Adams County homeowners, and a few things to watch out
for when hiring a contractor. My goal is to help you make an informed decision without getting
lost in guesswork or inflated quotes.

What Drives the Price of Radon Mitigation?
Radon mitigation cost PA varies primarily because of the method required. Most homes in our
area are built on either a basement, a slab-on-grade, or a crawlspace. Each foundation type
calls for a different approach.

For basements, the most common solution is sub-slab depressurization. A contractor drills a
hole through the basement floor, pulls soil gas from beneath the slab, and vents it above the
roofline using a fan. The fan runs continuously. This method works well for poured concrete
floors and is usually the most straightforward. Depending on the house size and the number of
suction points needed, expect a range from about $1,200 to $2,500.
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Slab-on-grade homes, which are common in newer developments, can be trickier. The slab is
often the living floor, so the contractor has to run the vent pipe through an interior closet, a
garage, or an exterior wall. That adds labor and materials. These jobs typically run from $1,500
to $3,000. Crawlspace homes require a different technique altogether, often involving a vapor
barrier and a fan that pulls from under the plastic sheeting. Those can land between $1,800
and $3,500.
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Another big cost variable is the soil itself. In Adams County, we have a lot of rocky, clay-heavy
soils that resist airflow. If the soil under your home is dense, the contractor may need to install
multiple suction points or use a larger fan. That adds equipment and time. A simple single-
point system on sandy loam might cost $1,300, while a two-point system on clay can push
$2,800.

Additional Costs That Sneak Up on Homeowners
Beyond the basic mitigation system, there are a few extras worth budgeting for. One is radon
testing. You should always test before and after mitigation. Pre-mitigation testing confirms the
problem exists and sets a baseline. Post-mitigation testing, usually done 24 hours after the
system is turned on, proves the fix worked. Most contractors include a test in their quote, but
not all do. If not, you will pay $100 to $200 for a short-term test kit.

Electrical work is another common add-on. The fan needs a dedicated outlet, preferably with a
GFCI. If your panel is far from the fan location or your basement is unfinished, the electrician
may charge $150 to $400 to run a new line. Mitigation contractors often handle this



themselves, but smaller outfits might subcontract it, and that cost shows up separately on your
invoice.

Then there is the fan itself. Fans wear out after five to ten years, depending on the model and
how hard it runs. Replacement fans cost $200 to $500, plus installation. If your system has
been running for a decade and the fan starts humming louder than usual, that is a common
sign it is time for a swap. A good contractor will note fan age and condition in their inspection
report.

How to Compare Quotes Without Getting Overwhelmed
When you start calling around for radon mitigation cost PA quotes, you will hear a range of
prices. That is normal. What matters is not the lowest number or the highest, but whether the
contractor explains why their price is what it is. A cheap quote might skip post-mitigation
testing, use a smaller fan than needed, or lack a warranty. A high quote might include a multi-
point system, a premium fan with a longer lifespan, and a five-year workmanship guarantee.

I recommend getting at least three quotes. Ask each contractor to break down the costs:
testing, materials, labor, fan model, electrical work, and any permit fees. In Pennsylvania, radon
mitigation contractors do not need a state license, but many follow the voluntary certification
program through the PA DEP or the National Radon Proficiency Program (NRPP). Asking for
certification is a quick way to filter out less experienced companies.

Also, pay attention to the warranty. Most reputable contractors offer at least a one-year
warranty on parts and labor. Some extend that to five years on the fan. A warranty gives you
peace of mind if something goes wrong after the job is done.



Is Mitigation Worth the Investment?
Short answer: yes, and here is why. The average radon mitigation system costs between
$1,200 and $3,000, depending on your home and contractor. Compare that to the health risks
of long-term exposure. Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States,
according to the EPA. For a one-time expense that typically lasts fifteen to twenty years with
only minor maintenance, the value is clear. Many homeowners tell me they sleep better
knowing their family is breathing safer air.

One thing I always remind people is that mitigation does not eliminate radon completely. It
reduces it to a level below the EPA action guideline of 4.0 pCi/L. Most systems bring levels
down to around 0.5 to 1.5 pCi/L. That is a huge reduction and well within safe ranges. After
mitigation, you should retest every two years or whenever you make major structural changes
to your home.

Financing and Assistance Options
Radon mitigation can feel like an unexpected expense, especially if you just bought a house or
are already budgeting for other repairs. There are a few ways to ease the financial hit. Some



homeowners use home equity lines of credit. Others save by bundling mitigation with other
basement improvements. A few local banks in York and Adams County offer small personal
loans for home health improvements. The PA DEP also maintains a list of certified contractors
and occasionally shares information about grant programs through local health departments.
It is worth checking their website or calling your county extension office.
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For rental properties, the responsibility falls on the landlord in most cases. Tenants can request
a test and, if levels are high, the landlord is typically required to mitigate. That cost is not
usually passed directly to the tenant, though it may factor into rent adjustments over time.

If you are handy, you may be tempted to DIY a mitigation system. I do not recommend it. Radon
mitigation requires precise fan sizing, proper sealing, and correct placement of suction points.
A poorly installed system can actually increase radon levels by pulling gas from a wider area
without properly venting it. The few hundred dollars you save upfront can cost you far more in
health and future fixes.

What to Expect After Mitigation
After the system is installed, you will notice a few things. The fan makes a low hum, similar to a
bathroom exhaust fan. You may see a small pipe running up the side of your house or through
your garage. That is the vent stack. It should terminate at least ten feet above ground level and
away from windows or doors. Your contractor will show you the manometer, a small gauge that
tells you at a glance whether the fan is running properly. A reading in the green zone means the
system is working. If it drops to the red zone, the fan may have failed, or the suction line might
be blocked.
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One common question is whether the system affects home resale value. In my experience, it
does not hurt. Many buyers in Pennsylvania now ask about radon testing during inspections. A



home with a documented mitigation system and a post-mitigation test showing low levels can
actually be a selling point. It tells the buyer the home has been proactively maintained.

For those of you in York and Adams County who are researching radon mitigation cost PA, I
hope this gives you a solid framework. The investment is real, but so is the peace of mind. If
you are ready to move forward, start with a test. Then call a certified contractor. Ask the
questions I have outlined here, and you will be well prepared to make the right choice for your
home and family.

York PA Radon Pros, located at 867 Clare Ln, York, PA 17402, USA, can be reached at +1 717-
807-5245 and serves as a local resource for radon testing, mitigation, and fan replacement in
York and Adams County, Pennsylvania, offering trusted contractor recommendations and DEP-
backed data.


