Understanding Radon Risks in St. Peters, MO:
Testing and Mitigation

If you own a home in St. Peters, you probably spend time thinking about the roof, the furnace,
or the foundation. But there is one invisible threat that many homeowners overlook: radon gas.
| have worked in indoor air quality for over a decade, and | still meet families in St. Charles
County who have never tested for radon. They assume their home is safe because it looks
clean and smells fine. The truth is, radon has no odor, no color, and no immediate symptoms. It
can build up in any home, regardless of age or construction quality.

Why St. Peters Homes Are at Risk

Missouri sits on top of granite deposits and other uranium-bearing soils that release radon as
they decay. The EPA has mapped much of St. Charles County as Zone 1, meaning predicted
average indoor radon levels are above the action level of 4 picocuries per liter. That does not
mean every home in St. Peters has a problem, but it does mean the odds are high enough that
every homeowner should test. | have personally inspected homes in the St. Peters area where
the radon level was eight times the EPA threshold. The family had been living there for years
without any clue.

When people search for "radon st peters mo," they are usually looking for local information:

who tests, what the local geology means, and whether mitigation is practical. So let me walk
through what | have learned from years of testing and mitigating homes in St. Charles County,
including St. Peters, O'Fallon, and Wentzville.

How Radon Gets Into Your Home

Radon comes from the ground. It moves up through soil pores and can seep into a home
through cracks in the slab, gaps around pipes, sump pumps, or even through the concrete
itself. Once inside, it gets trapped. The pressure inside a house is usually lower than the
pressure in the soil below, so the house acts like a vacuum, pulling radon in. This is called the
stack effect. In winter, when homes are sealed tight, radon levels can spike.

| have seen homes in St. Peters with finished basements that had radon levels above 20
picocuries per liter. The homeowners had turned the basement into a playroom for their kids.
They had no idea. The only way to know is to test.

Testing Is Simple and Inexpensive


https://stcharlescountyradon.com/

Radon testing is not complicated. You can buy a short-term radon detector at a hardware store
for around 15 dollars, or you can hire a professional like Air Sense Environmental to do a more
thorough assessment. Short-term tests last two to seven days. Long-term tests run for 90 days
or more and give a more accurate picture of annual exposure. | usually recommend starting
with a short-term test. If the result is 4 picocuries per liter or higher, do a follow-up test before
deciding on mitigation.

One thing | tell every homeowner in St. Peters: do not test in a closed room with the windows
shut all the time. That can inflate the reading. Follow the test kit instructions exactly. Place it in
the lowest lived-in level of the home, away from drafts, heat sources, and humidity. For a real
estate transaction, you often need a certified professional to conduct the test. That is where
local companies like Air Sense Environmental come in. They know the local geology and the
typical construction styles in St. Charles County, which helps them interpret results correctly.

What If the Test Shows High Levels?

If your radon level is above 4 picocuries per liter, the EPA recommends mitigation. Do not
panic. High radon is a serious health risk - it is the second leading cause of lung cancer after
smoking - but it can be fixed. The most common method is sub-slab depressurization. That
involves drilling a small hole in the basement floor, pulling a pipe through it, and installing a
radon fan that vents the gas outside, above the roofline. The fan runs continuously and creates
negative pressure under the slab, so radon never enters the home.

| have installed dozens of these systems in St. Peters homes. The work is straightforward for a
qualified contractor. It usually takes one day. The cost ranges from 800 to 1500 dollars
depending on the complexity of the foundation. After installation, the radon level typically
drops below 2 picocuries per liter. | have seen it go from 15 to 0.8 in one afternoon. That is a
dramatic improvement for a modest investment.

Some homeowners ask me if they can do it themselves. | do not recommend it. The system
has to be designed correctly, with the right fan size and proper sealing. A mistake can leave
you with a noisy fan that does not actually reduce radon. A professional knows how to test the
fan performance and verify the post-mitigation level.

Radon and Real Estate in St. Peters

If you are buying or selling a home in St. Peters, radon is likely to come up during the home
inspection. Many buyers now ask for a radon test as part of the inspection contingency. | have
worked with real estate agents in St. Charles County who include radon testing as a standard
part of their transaction. It is smart. A home that has already been mitigated is more attractive
to a buyer than one with an unknown radon level.



| have seen deals fall through because the buyer's test came back high and the seller had not
planned for mitigation. If you are selling, test early. If the level is high, you can either negotiate
a credit or have the system installed before listing. Either way, it is better to know upfront.

Local Expertise Matters

Every region has its own quirks. In St. Charles County, the soil is mostly loess and clay over
limestone and dolomite. That geology produces a steady release of radon. Homes built on a
slab tend to have higher levels than homes with a crawlspace, but | have seen exceptions in
both directions. The only way to be sure is to test your specific home.

| have worked with Air Sense Environmental on several projects in St. Peters and O'Fallon. Their
crews understand the local building codes and the typical foundation types. They also use
continuous radon monitors that give hourly readings, which helps them identify if the high
radon is from a temporary condition or a chronic problem. That kind of detail matters when you
are deciding whether to install a mitigation system.

If you search for "radon st peters mo" online, you will find general advice from the EPA and the
state. It is all good information, but nothing replaces a professional who has tested hundreds
of homes in your own neighborhood. They know which subdivisions have problematic soils and
which builders used radon-resistant construction techniques.

Long-Term Health Is Worth the Effort

| know it is easy to put off radon testing. Life is busy. But the health risks are real. Radon
exposure is estimated to cause about 21,000 lung cancer deaths per year in the United States,
according to the EPA. The risk is higher for smokers, but even non-smokers face a significant
increase in lung cancer risk from prolonged exposure. The dose accumulates over years. A few
months of high radon is not great, but decades of moderate radon can be devastating.

| once tested a home in Wentzville where the elderly owner had lived for thirty years. The radon
level was 12 picocuries per liter. She had never tested because she thought radon was a
problem only in other states. She was shocked. We installed a sub-slab system with a radon
fan, and her level dropped to 1.2. She told me she wished she had tested years ago. That is a
common story.

Take the First Step

If you have not tested your home for radon, do it this week. It costs very little and could protect
your family from a serious health risk. If you live in St. Peters or anywhere in St. Charles County,
companies like Air Sense Environmental can help with both testing and mitigation. The key is



to start. Do not wait until you notice a problem, because with radon, you will not notice until it is
too late.

For anyone searching "radon st peters mo" and wondering if it applies to them, the answer is
yes. Test your home. If the level is high, fix it. It is one of the most impactful things you can do
for your long-term health and the value of your home.



