Surrogacy in California is not the wild west that a quick internet search might suggest. The law here is actually
more developed and protective than in almost any other state. That protection runs both ways: intended parents
get clarity about parentage, and surrogates get concrete legal rights that cover their bodies, finances, and

decision-making.

If you live in or near Riverside, you sit in the heart of one of the busiest surrogacy corridors in the country. Many
intended parents choose Riverside County because of its large pool of potential surrogates, relatively lower living
costs compared with Los Angeles or Orange County, and a court system that is used to handling pre-birth
parentage orders. That local familiarity matters when you are dealing with something as personal and high-stakes

as pregnancy.

This overview focuses on what rights a surrogate has in California, then zooms in on how this plays out for people

in Riverside and surrounding communities.

The Legal Backbone: Is Surrogacy Legal in California?

Yes, gestational surrogacy is clearly legal in California, and the state has been friendly to surrogacy for decades.
The main legal authority is California Family Code sections 7960-7962, which set out the requirements for a valid

gestational surrogacy contract.

Traditional surrogacy, where the surrogate’s own egg is used, is not governed by the same detailed statute. It can
be done, but it is riskier and far less common because the surrogate is genetically related to the child. Most

reputable surrogacy agencies in Riverside and throughout California work only with gestational surrogacy.

In a properly drafted gestational surrogacy arrangement, the intended parents are recognized as the legal parents.
This usually happens via a court order, often before birth. That is one reason California is a popular state for
surrogacy: judges across the state are familiar with these cases, and the process tends to be predictable when

handled correctly.

Gestational vs Traditional Surrogacy: Why It Matters for Rights

When people ask, “What is the difference between gestational and traditional surrogacy?” they are often really

asking about emotional and legal risk.

In gestational surrogacy, embryos are created using the intended parents’ or donors' genetic material, then
transferred to the surrogate. She has no genetic connection to the child. This greatly reduces potential disputes
about parentage and makes it easier for courts to confirm the intended parents’ rights. It also clarifies that the

surrogate'’s role is to carry and deliver, not to parent.

In traditional surrogacy, the surrogate uses her own egg, typically via intrauterine insemination. She is both the
genetic and birth mother. That raises complex questions about her rights to custody and parental status. California
law does not forbid traditional surrogacy, but it does not offer the same statutory roadmap, and most lawyers and

agencies treat it as high-risk.

If you are thinking about becoming a surrogate in Riverside, or you are an intended parent seeking someone in

the Inland Empire, you will almost certainly be talking about gestational surrogacy.

Core Legal Requirements for Surrogacy in California



California’s law sets several non-negotiable requirements for valid gestational surrogacy contracts. These

requirements exist to protect everyone involved, especially the surrogate.
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First, both sides must have separate, independent legal counsel. The intended parents cannot “share” their lawyer
with the surrogate. The contract has to be negotiated and signed before any embryo transfer medications start.
The agreement must be in writing, signed and notarized, and must spell out key terms like who will be the legal

parents, how medical decisions will be handled, and what compensation and expenses will be paid.

Judges in Riverside County, like judges elsewhere in California, look closely at whether these statutory
requirements were followed before issuing a pre-birth parentage order. If you skip steps or rely on a generic
contract you found online, you Riverside Best Surrogacy Agencies can jeopardize not only the parental rights of

the intended parents but also the surrogate’s protections regarding payments, insurance, and decision-making.

Who Are the Legal Parents in a Surrogacy Arrangement?

In a properly documented gestational surrogacy arrangement that meets California’s requirements, the intended
parents are the legal parents. This is true whether they are a married heterosexual couple, a same-sex couple, or a

single intended parent.

California law does not require intended parents to be married or to be a man-woman couple. Single people can
use a surrogacy agency, and same-sex couples routinely obtain pre-birth orders across the state, including from

Riverside County courts.

The baby’s birth certificate will list the intended parents as the legal parents, typically from the start, based on the
court order. The surrogate is not listed as a parent and has no legal parental rights or obligations to the child,

even though she carried and delivered. That clarity is a major reason California is a popular surrogacy destination.
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Surrogate Rights in California: The Essentials

The fact that the surrogate is not a legal parent does not mean she has no rights. On the contrary, California law
and standard industry practice give a surrogate multiple layers of protection. When | work with families and

surrogates, | often summarize the key rights this way.
1. Right to independent legal representation

The surrogate must have her own lawyer, paid for by the intended parents, but selected by her. That lawyer’s
job is to explain the contract, negotiate terms, flag red flags, and make sure she is not pressured into
something she does not understand or agree to. In Riverside, there are attorneys who focus almost exclusively

on assisted reproduction and third-party reproduction law; it is wise to use someone with that background.
2. Right to bodily autonomy and medical decision-making

A surrogacy contract cannot legally force a surrogate into a specific medical procedure. She retains the right to
make decisions about her own body, including whether to continue or terminate a pregnancy. Contracts often
describe the parties’ shared intentions about issues like selective reduction or pregnancy termination, but the
surrogate cannot sign away her basic constitutional rights. Ethically run agencies and clinics are very clear

about this from the start.
3. Right to comprehensive medical care

The surrogate has the right to receive appropriate prenatal care, delivery at a suitable hospital, and
postpartum care, all paid for by the intended parents or insurance designated in the contract. She should not
be left to navigate billing disputes alone. The agreement typically lays out which doctors and hospital will be
used, how emergencies are handled, and how travel for specialty care (for example, to Loma Linda or a Los

Angeles high-risk obstetrics unit) is covered.
4. Right to agreed-upon compensation and expenses

Surrogates in California are compensated for their time, risk, and the physical and emotional burden of
pregnancy. In Riverside and surrounding areas, base compensation for first-time gestational carriers
commonly ranges somewhere around the mid-thirties to low-forties in thousands of dollars, with experienced
carriers often earning more. On top of that base, contracts spell out reimbursements for maternity clothing,
travel, lost wages, childcare during appointments, and additional payments for invasive procedures or carrying

multiples. Once the contract is signed, the surrogate has a contractual right to these payments.
5. Right to privacy and respect

Surrogates have a right to reasonable privacy about their own medical details. Intended parents receive the
information necessary to protect the pregnancy, usually via clinic reports or OB updates, but they do not
receive unfettered access to the surrogate’s entire medical history. The contract and HIPAA rules control what
is shared. The surrogate also has the right to be treated with basic respect and not be subjected to

harassment or discrimination.

These rights are not just “nice to have.” They are enforceable, and Riverside County courts are fully capable of

addressing breaches of contract or disputes about payment, insurance coverage, or other terms.

Practical Rights Around Pregnancy Choices

One of the uncomfortable but vital topics in surrogacy agreements is what happens if something goes medically

or ethically sideways. For example, prenatal tests might show a serious anomaly, or the pregnancy might involve



multiples.

California law does not allow a contract to remove a surrogate’s fundamental right to decide whether to continue
or end a pregnancy. What can be done, and what experienced surrogacy agencies in Riverside insist on, is intensive

matching and up-front conversation so that intended parents and surrogate agree in advance on scenarios like:

* Views on pregnancy termination if the fetus has a severe abnormality
* Willingness to carry twins or triplets

® Comfort level with procedures like selective reduction

If those views do not align, they are not a good match. When they do align, the odds of conflict drop sharply. Still,
if a disagreement arises late in the pregnancy, the surrogate’s bodily autonomy is not something a court will

casually override. That is why clear counseling and honest discussion before signing a contract are so important.

Financial Questions: Compensation, Costs, and Insurance

People often jump quickly to numbers: How much do surrogates make in California? How much does surrogacy

cost? How much does a surrogacy agency charge?

For intended parents working with a reputable agency in Southern California, a full gestational surrogacy journey
often runs into the low to mid six figures once you add together agency fees, surrogate compensation, IVF clinic
costs, legal fees, insurance, and miscellaneous expenses. There is a wide range because medical needs and

insurance situations differ dramatically.
Within that larger budget:

® Agency fees typically cover screening of surrogates, matching, coordination, and support during the
pregnancy and often sit somewhere in the tens of thousands of dollars, depending on the agency and level of

service.

® Surrogates in Riverside County usually receive base compensation at roughly the same level as other inland
areas of the state, sometimes slightly lower than coastal metropolitan regions but not by a huge margin,

supplemented by structured allowances.

® |egal fees include contracts for both sides, parentage orders, and any related work. In California, it is extremely

unwise to skip this part or use non-specialist counsel.

Insurance is often one of the most confusing pieces. Some California health insurance policies explicitly exclude
surrogacy, some allow it with limits, and others sit in a gray zone. Is surrogacy covered by insurance in California?
Sometimes, but not always. Often the intended parents purchase a separate maternity policy or an insurance
product specifically crafted for surrogate pregnancies, or they reimburse the surrogate for additional out-of-pocket

costs if her existing plan can be used.

Surrogates should be clear, before they sign, about whether their own insurance can be used, whether it might be
at risk of cancellation, and how uncovered expenses will be handled. A strong contract, reviewed by a

knowledgeable lawyer, is the surrogate’s best protection.

Requirements and Disqualifiers for Becoming a Surrogate in California

Most surrogacy agencies, including those serving Riverside County, follow medical, psychological, and ethical

guidelines rather than a single state-issued checklist. Still, some requirements are nearly universal.



Clinics and agencies expect surrogates to have had at least one prior uncomplicated pregnancy and delivery, to be
between their early twenties and late thirties (sometimes early forties, depending on health), and to be
non-smokers with a stable home life. They will screen for major medical conditions, significant psychiatric history,
or current substance use. Body mass index, medication use, and certain past complications can also be

disqualifiers.

“What disqualifies you from being a surrogate?” can vary by clinic, but repeated preterm births, uncontrolled
chronic illnesses, serious mental health conditions without stability, and lack of local support are typical concerns.
Some agencies require that surrogates live in surrogacy-friendly states like California, so Riverside residents often

meet that legal threshold easily.

Surrogates have the right to ask detailed questions about these criteria, understand how their medical information

will be used, and decline to move forward at any point before signing a binding contract.

Choosing an Agency in Riverside: What to Look For

There is no single "best surrogacy agency in Riverside” for everyone. Families differ in budget, values, and how
much hand-holding they want. Surrogates differ in how much support they need, what level of compensation feels
fair, and whether they prefer a small agency where everyone knows their name or a larger program with extensive

resources.

That said, there are clear signs of a reputable surrogacy agency near you, whether it is physically located in

Riverside County or works virtually with local clinics and courts. An agency serving Riverside should:

* Have a strong track record in California, specifically, including experience obtaining parentage orders from
Riverside County courts

* Prioritize separate legal counsel for the surrogate and make that a built-in part of the process
e Offer psychological screening and counseling, not just clinical screening

* Be completely transparent about fees, surrogate compensation, and what is and is not included in their

services

® Have clear, written policies for what happens if a match fails, a transfer does not work, or there is a dispute

about expectations

When intended parents ask, "Are surrogacy agencies worth it?” the honest answer is that a good agency provides
coordination, risk-management, and emotional support that is hard to replicate independently, particularly for
first-time journeys. The difference between an agency and independent surrogacy is that, in an independent
arrangement, the intended parents and surrogate handle matching, screening, coordination with the clinic, and
often much of the emotional support themselves, usually with only legal help. Independent arrangements can save

agency fees, but they require much more work and a higher tolerance for risk and logistics.

Questions to Ask a Surrogacy Agency Before You Commit

Because the stakes are so high, both surrogates and intended parents should come to any agency consultation

prepared. Useful questions include:
1. How long have you been working in California, and how many cases have you handled in Riverside County or
neighboring counties?

2. How do you screen surrogates or intended parents, and who makes the final call on whether someone is a
good fit?



3. What is included in your agency fees, and what additional costs should we budget for separately, such as legal,

insurance, or clinic fees?

4. How do you handle mismatched expectations around issues like termination, selective reduction, or contact

during and after the pregnancy?

5. If the first embryo transfers do not succeed, or if the match falls apart, what happens next, and are there extra

fees?

Listening carefully to how an agency answers those questions often tells you more than any glossy brochure. You

want specificity, not vague reassurances.

How the Surrogacy Process Works in Practice

Although every journey is unique, the surrogacy process in California follows a recognizable arc. For Riverside-area
cases, most medical procedures happen at a fertility clinic, which may be in the Inland Empire or in Los Angeles or

Orange County. Court work usually goes through the local superior court.

The steps of surrogacy typically unfold like this: initial consultations and education for both sides, screening and
matching, negotiation and signing of the contract with independent lawyers, medical cycle and embryo transfer,

pregnancy and prenatal care, and finally legal parentage orders and delivery.

How long does the surrogacy process take? From the first consultation to delivery, it is common to see 15 to 24
months, depending on how quickly a match occurs, whether embryos are already created, and how many embryo
transfer attempts are needed. How long does it take to be matched with a surrogate? That can be a few months
or longer, depending on how specific the intended parents’ criteria are and how many qualified surrogates are

currently available.

From the surrogate’s perspective, rights and protections are most actively negotiated during the contract phase.
Once pregnancy begins, her rights show up in the day-to-day reality of appointments, time off work,

communication with intended parents, and the financial support she receives.

Riverside-Specific Considerations

Riverside County covers a large geographic area, from the city of Riverside and Moreno Valley out through the
Coachella Valley. Surrogates may live many miles from the fertility clinic or delivery hospital. Contracts typically
address travel costs, lodging if needed, and time away from work. It is not unusual for surrogates to travel to Los
Angeles or Orange County clinics for the embryo transfer and then continue standard prenatal care closer to

home.

There are surrogacy agencies in Riverside County itself, as well as many in nearby counties that routinely work with
Riverside residents. The key is not the agency’s mailing address, but its familiarity with California law, its

relationship with clinics and lawyers, and its ability to coordinate care across distances.

From a legal vantage point, Riverside County judges regularly issue parentage orders in surrogacy cases. That
familiarity tends to reduce surprises. Most of the disputes professionals see relate not to the court process, but to
misunderstanding around financial obligations or mismatched expectations about communication and
involvement during the pregnancy. Those are precisely the areas where a well-drafted contract and a strong

agency can protect a surrogate’s rights.

Who Can Use a Surrogate, and What About Success Rates?



California does not impose rigid eligibility rules on who can use a surrogate. Heterosexual couples facing infertility,
same-sex couples, single intended parents, and people carrying genetic conditions they do not want to pass on all
use gestational surrogacy. Clinics may impose their own medical or age-related guidelines for intended parents,

but there is no single statute that bars specific groups.

As for the success rate of surrogacy, it depends heavily on the age of the egg provider, the quality of the embryos,
and the specific clinic. When you look at data from strong IVF programs, live birth rates per embryo transfer can
often fall in the 40 to 60 percent range for younger egg sources, with lower percentages as age rises. Many
journeys require more than one embryo transfer. Success is not guaranteed, but the use of a healthy, screened

surrogate often improves the odds compared with carrying a pregnancy personally in difficult medical situations.

For a surrogate, part of the right to informed decision-making is understanding that she is agreeing to participate

in @ medical process that carries risk and uncertainty, even when everyone does everything “right.”

Final Thoughts: Protecting Surrogates While Building Families

California has built one of the most structured surrogacy environments in the country, and Riverside is squarely
inside that system. Surrogates here have clear legal rights: independent counsel, bodily autonomy, contractually
defined compensation, medical care, and privacy. Intended parents have a clear path to legal parentage and the

ability to work with a large pool of willing, screened surrogates.

The law does not make surrogacy simple, though. It makes it structured. The quality of the agency, the
thoughtfulness of the matching process, and the thoroughness of the legal work are what turn that structure into

a safe, respectful experience.

Whether you are considering becoming a surrogate in Riverside or you are an intended parent hoping to match
with someone in Riverside County, the same core advice applies: insist on independent legal counsel, do not rush
the matching and contract phase, and make sure everyone is truly aligned on expectations before medications

start. That is how the rights on paper become real protections in the room where decisions are made.



