
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction in Mount Prospect. Use these
planning questions to prepare a project conversation.

Planning considerations
You can have a refined outdoor space without signing up for Saturday yard duty forever. The trick is building
luxury into the bones of the site, then letting smart systems and resilient materials do most of the work. When a
landscape reads as calm and composed, there is usually rigorous planning beneath it. The people who enjoy
those spaces are the ones who made a hundred small decisions that prevent weeds, mud, mildew, and
maintenance creep.

Start with structure, not plants
The fastest way to get a space that looks expensive is to nail the geometry and the circulation first. Plants are the
clothing. Hardscape is the tailored suit. When the patio and walkway design offers clean sight lines, logical
movement, and a balanced hardscape and softscape design, you can use fewer plant varieties and still land a
polished look.

Edge restraint matters. Concrete curbing or steel edging makes a bed read crisp, reduces mulch spillage, and
lowers weed incursion. That clarity is perceived as luxury, even before plant material goes in.

Drainage is design
Nothing murders “luxe” faster than puddles, moss-slicked pavers, or a frost-heaved walkway. Drainage design for
landscapes starts at the survey. Note the high points, downspouts, and where water wants to go. If you have a
slope, use it. Using topography in landscape design might mean a low, planted swale that doubles as a visual
seam, or a series of broad, shallow terraces with retaining wall design services tailored to your soil and freeze-
thaw cycle.

Hardscape that carries the room
Poured concrete is the simplest to maintain, but the look can go institutional if details are neglected. Use tighter
joint grids, clean saw cuts, and integral color in warm gray or taupe. The importance of expansion joints in patios
gets overlooked, which leads to random cracking and a shabby look. Sealed, lightly broomed finishes with subtle
aggregate exposure read custom without fuss.

For driveways, permeable interlocking concrete pavers deliver performance and a finished look with low upkeep.
Driveway hardscape ideas that elevate the front approach include a central band of different texture, recessed
lighting at the apron, or a framed edge course in a contrasting tone. Small moves, big effect.

Pools and water, simplified
A water feature can be a magnet or a maintenance sink. Natural water feature installation that truly stays low-
maintenance usually means a simple runnel or reflecting plane with access panels and filtration you can service
quickly. Reflecting pool Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design installation with a dark plaster finish and overflow
weir looks luxurious and hides small debris between cleanings.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/E16rvr1jWJ9zAE4i9


Hot tub integration in patio is easiest when you plan conduit, drainage, and crane access at the start. Tuck it into
a wind-sheltered corner, step it into grade, and hide service panels with a removable slatted screen.

If you want the sound of water, waterfall design services should keep flow rates modest. High-head cascades are
dramatic, but they vaporize water and spray surrounding surfaces. Low, sheet-like weirs sip energy and collect
less debris. Whether pond and stream design or a small basin, screen intakes and provide a cleanout. Water
feature maintenance tips are straightforward: check skimmers weekly in leaf season, vacuum silt seasonally, and
treat biofilm as recommended by the manufacturer.

Phasing and budget without losing the luxe
A lot of high-end feeling landscapes arrived there in phases. Phased landscape project planning lets you get the
grading, utilities, and primary hardscape done in phase one, then layer planting, lighting, and specialty features
later. This approach saves on rework and keeps you living on-site without feeling like you’re in a construction
zone for a year.

Family, pets, and practical life
A family-friendly landscape design can be gorgeous and tough. Multi-use backyard zones define where activity
happens. A low-maintenance layout clarifies boundaries so toys and chairs don’t migrate everywhere. Kid-friendly
landscape features might be a decomposed granite court for chalk and scooters, a turf strip for soccer, and a
shaded nook with a hammock. Pet-friendly yard design blends durable surfacing with scent-rich planting that
rebounds after a romp. Avoid thorns at corners, and choose flexible plants like Calamagrostis, Salvia, and Aronia.

Materials that save you time
Sustainable landscaping materials often last longer and patina well. Brick vs stone vs concrete finishes each have
a place. Brick brings warmth and scale, especially in older neighborhoods, but needs a good base and edge
restraint. Stone is timeless when selected for density and consistency. Concrete is the chameleon with the widest
cost control. Types of masonry mortar matter for durability; choose the correct strength for the material so you
don’t create brittle joints that spall.

If sustainability is a goal, drought resistant landscaping with xeriscaping services in arid regions unlocks luxury
through restraint. Simple planes of gravel and architectural plantings like Agave, Dasylirion, and native grasses
can be breathtaking. In temperate regions, eco-friendly landscaping solutions include permeable pavements, rain
gardens, and regionally quarried stone.

Maintenance, simplified and scheduled
Spring landscaping tasks: Inspect drainage and edges, cut back grasses, feed the soil with compost, check
irrigation zones, and refresh thin mulch. Prune structure, not just growth, for shrubs. Summer lawn and irrigation
maintenance: Mow higher to shade roots, deep-water less frequently, adjust smart controllers, and spot-weed
before they seed. Deadhead only what looks messy.

Fall yard prep checklist: Reduce irrigation, cut perennials selectively, plant bulbs in drifts, protect plants from
winters with burlap wraps where needed, prepare outdoor lighting for winter, and schedule deck and fence
inspection.



For lawns, the question of how often to aerate lawn depends on soil. Clay soils appreciate annual core aeration;
sandy loam might go every two to three years. If your lawn gets hammered by sun, revive sun-damaged lawn
with topdressing and overseed with a cultivar blend suited to your region.

Snow and ice management without harming hardscapes means calcium magnesium acetate or magnesium
chloride instead of rock salt on pavers and concrete. Plastic shovels protect edges. That small habit keeps a patio
looking new for years.

Where to begin
If you’re starting from scratch, book a consultation with a local landscape designer or a full service landscaping
business that can guide design-build. Bring site photos, a rough wish list, and a realistic budget range. What to
expect during a landscape consultation: a walk-through of how you live outdoors, a frank talk about priorities, a
review of constraints like utilities and setbacks, and an early read on phases and timelines.

Whatever your property type, the core recipe for a low-maintenance landscape layout that still looks luxe stays
the same. Lead with structure and drainage. Choose materials that patina, not decay. Plant a purposeful, layered
matrix that covers soil. Add smart water and light. Phase wisely. Then enjoy a space that greets you daily with the
kind of quiet polish you usually find at a good hotel, with none of the weekend drudgery you promised yourself
you were done with.
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Landscape design and construction
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is located at 600 S Emerson St, Mt Prospect, IL 60056.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design uses the phone number (312) 772-2300.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has the website https://waveoutdoors.com/.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has a Google Maps listing for its Mount Prospect business.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape construction.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers 2D landscape design.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers custom 3D design as a paid add-on.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design designs outdoor living spaces.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design builds patios.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides hardscaping.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design installs plantings and flower beds.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides yard grading.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design installs stormwater and drainage systems.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape lighting.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design handles consultation requests through its current office team.

Project planning questions

Where is the business based?

At 600 S Emerson St, Mt Prospect, IL 60056.

How can I discuss a landscape project?

Call (312) 772-2300 or request a consultation through the website.

Is landscape design offered?

Yes, Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction.

Are 2D plans offered?

The company offers 2D landscape design.

Can I request a 3D design?

Custom 3D design is available as a paid add-on.

Can patios be part of a project?

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design builds patios and hardscapes.

Can a project include planting?

Planting and flower-bed installation are offered.

Are drainage and grading offered?



The company provides yard grading and installs drainage and stormwater systems.

What should I bring to a design conversation?

Bring site photos, priorities, desired uses and questions about the proposed scope.

How can I compare design proposals?

Compare the stated drawings, materials, installation scope, exclusions and revision process.
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