
Licensed Roofing Company Tips for Protecting Roofs from Ice Storms

Ice storms can cause serious damage to homes commercial roof repair company near me and commercial
buildings, and a proactive approach is the best defense. As a licensed roofing company would advise, proper
preparation before winter, careful monitoring during a storm, and strategic follow-up after the ice clears can
dramatically reduce damage and long-term costs. Whether you rely on local roofing experts or handle routine
upkeep yourself, these tips will help safeguard your property and extend the life of your roof.

Prepare your roof before winter hits

Schedule a professional roof inspection: A thorough assessment from a residential roofing company or
commercial roofing contractors will identify vulnerabilities such as loose shingles, weak flashing, degraded
sealant, and poor attic ventilation. Early fixes are cheaper than emergency roof repair during a storm.

Clean gutters and downspouts: Clogged gutters trap water, which can refreeze and contribute to ice dams.
Ensure gutters are clear, downspouts extend away from the foundation, and hangers are secure. Ask roofing
contractors near me about adding oversized downspouts or gutter guards if debris is a recurring problem.

Improve attic insulation and ventilation: Ice dams often form when warm air leaks into the attic, melting snow
on the roof that refreezes at the eaves. Balanced attic ventilation (intake at soffits and exhaust at ridge vents)
combined with proper insulation levels prevents hot spots and reduces ice dam potential. A licensed roofing
company can verify airflow and correct blocked vents.

Seal air leaks: Use foam or caulk to seal around recessed lights, attic hatches, plumbing stacks, and wiring
penetrations. This complements insulation and lowers heat loss that can trigger melting.

Consider ice and water shield: For older roofs or those in high-risk climates, adding an ice and water barrier
beneath shingles along eaves, valleys, and penetrations provides a secondary waterproof layer. If you’re
nearing replacement, discuss this with your contractor and factor it into the roof replacement cost.
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near me practices during an ice event

Stay off the roof: Ice is extremely hazardous. Avoid walking on the roof or using metal tools that can
puncture shingles. If immediate action is required, call emergency roof repair services.

Manage snow load safely: Excessive snow weight can stress decking and structure. Use a roof rake with a
long, non-metal handle from the ground to pull snow off the eaves, not the entire roof surface. Leave an inch
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of snow to avoid damaging shingles.

Monitor interior signs: Look for new ceiling stains, drips, or damp insulation in the attic. These can indicate
ice dam back-up. Shut off power to affected areas if water approaches electrical fixtures and contact local
roofing experts immediately.

Clear ice around gutters and downspouts carefully: Do not chip ice. Instead, use calcium chloride ice melt
socks placed along the eaves to create channels. Avoid rock salt; it corrodes metals and harms vegetation.

Preventing ice dams and moisture intrusion

Address heat loss: Upgrading attic insulation to recommended R-values and sealing air leaks reduces
melting. Ensure bathroom and kitchen vents exhaust outdoors, not into the attic.

Verify flashing and penetrations: Chimney, skylight, and wall step flashing should be snug and sealed.
Deteriorated caulk or bent flashing can allow water intrusion when ice expands and contracts. Roof repair
services can replace compromised components quickly.

Check valleys and low-slope areas: These zones accumulate snow and ice. A professional roof inspection can
confirm that underlayment and waterproofing are adequate for your climate and roof design.

Evaluate roof geometry: Complex roofs with multiple dormers and intersecting planes are more prone to ice
dams. A residential roofing company can suggest design tweaks—such as widening heat-safe ventilation
paths or extending ice barrier coverage—to mitigate risk.

Materials and upgrades that help in icy climates

High-performance shingles: Impact-resistant and cold-rated shingles better withstand freeze-thaw cycles and
falling branches. Ask a licensed roofing company which shingles perform best locally.

Metal roofing considerations: Metal sheds snow efficiently and resists ice formation, but may require snow
guards to prevent dangerous slides. Commercial roofing contractors often recommend specific snow
management systems for larger buildings.

Heated cables: In persistent ice dam regions, heat cables along eaves and valleys can maintain drainage
paths. They are not a substitute for ventilation and insulation but can be an effective supplemental measure
when installed correctly by roofing contractors near me.

Gutter enhancements: Seamless aluminum gutters, larger downspouts, and reinforced brackets reduce
clogging and deformation from ice loads.

Planning for emergencies and budgeting

Create an emergency response plan: Keep the number of emergency roof repair providers handy, alongside a
list of shutoff valves and attic access points. Quick action reduces interior damage.

Document the roof’s condition: Take dated photos after maintenance and before winter. If a storm hits, you’ll
have baseline evidence for insurance claims.

Understand roof replacement cost: Severe ice damage may accelerate the need for replacement. Obtain
itemized estimates that include decking repairs, ice and water shield, ventilation upgrades, and disposal.
Comparing bids from the best roofing services helps you balance value and durability.

Maintenance schedule: Set reminders for pre-winter inspections, mid-season attic checks, and spring follow-
ups. Consistency lowers lifetime costs and keeps warranties valid.

Post-storm inspection and repairs

Inspect as soon as it’s safe: Look for missing shingles, damaged flashing, sagging gutters, and soffit issues.
Inside, check for wet insulation, mold odors, or stained drywall. If you suspect hidden damage, call local



roofing experts for moisture scans or thermal imaging.

Prioritize temporary protection: If leaks occur, use interior catchments and plastic sheeting to protect finishes,
and request a tarp or temporary patch from roof repair services until permanent fixes can be made.

Avoid deferred maintenance: Freeze-thaw cycles can worsen small defects. Prompt attention by a licensed
roofing company prevents minor issues from becoming structural problems.

Review long-term improvements: If you experienced ice dams, consider upgrades before next winter:
additional ventilation, better insulation, extended ice barrier, or selective redesign of trouble spots.

How to choose the right roofing partner

Verify licensing, insurance, and references. A licensed roofing company should provide documentation
upfront.

Look for experience with winterization and ice mitigation. Ask specifically about attic ventilation balancing,
ice dam case studies, and warranty terms for cold climates.

Compare scopes, not just prices. The lowest bid may skip critical details that influence performance and roof
replacement cost over time.

Seek firms that offer both professional roof inspection and repair capabilities so you’re covered year-round,
from preventative care to emergency roof repair.

Common mistakes to avoid

Ignoring attic ventilation: Without proper intake and exhaust, insulation alone will not stop ice dams.

Using salt or metal shovels on shingles: Both can cause immediate and costly damage.

Waiting for spring: Water intrusion behind ice dams can cause hidden mold and structural decay. Act
promptly with roof repair services.

DIY on icy roofs: The risk of falls and further damage is high; contact roofing contractors near me for safe,
professional help.

By prioritizing preparation, partnering with experienced professionals, and responding quickly to warning signs,
property owners can minimize ice storm damage and protect their investment. From the initial professional roof
inspection to strategic upgrades and smart maintenance, the right approach pays off in fewer leaks, longer roof
life, and controlled roof replacement cost.

Questions and Answers

Q1: How can I tell if my home is at risk for ice dams? A1: Look for uneven roof melt patterns, icicles along eaves,
and warm rooms beneath roof valleys. A professional roof inspection can confirm insulation or ventilation deficits
and recommend fixes.

Q2: What should I do if water is leaking during an ice storm? glastonbury ct roofing contractor BP Builders |
Roofer, Roof Replacement, Roofing Company & General Contractor A2: Protect interiors with buckets and plastic
sheeting, shut off power near leaks, and call emergency roof repair. Avoid climbing onto metal roof coating
company the roof; use a roof rake from the ground if safe.

Q3: Are heated cables a good solution? A3: They can help maintain drainage paths on problem areas but work
best alongside proper attic insulation and ventilation. Have a licensed roofing company size and install them
correctly.

Q4: How often should gutters be cleaned in winter climates? A4: At minimum in late fall and again after major
leaf drop. If nearby trees shed heavily, schedule more frequent cleanings or ask local roofing experts about gutter
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guards.

Q5: When should I consider replacement instead of repair? A5: If you have widespread shingle failure, chronic ice
dams despite ventilation upgrades, or recurring leaks that point to aged underlayment or decking, discuss roof
replacement cost and options with the best roofing services in your area.


