10 Things You Learned In Preschool That'll Help You Understand Driving License In Poland

Driving License in Poland: The Ultimate Guide for Expats and Residents

Getting behind the wheel in Poland uses the supreme freedom to explore its scenic countryside, historic cities,
and attractive national forests. Whether an individual has recently relocated to Poland or is a long-lasting
resident seeking to finally swap public transit for a set of keys, browsing the Polish driving license system can

seem daunting.

Poland runs under strict European Union regulations concerning chauffeur certification. Nevertheless, with the
right info, the procedure of acquiring, exchanging, or converting a driving license ends up being straightforward.
This comprehensive guide details everything one requires to understand about protecting and maintaining a

driving license in Poland.

1. Can You Drive on a Foreign License in Poland?

Before obtaining a local file, chauffeurs need to comprehend how long their existing foreign license remains

legitimate within Polish borders. The rules depend totally on the providing nation.

* EU/EFTA Citizens: Individuals holding a valid driving license released by an EU or EEA member state (plus
Switzerland) can drive in Poland until their license expires. There is no legal responsibility to exchange it for a
Polish one, though chauffeurs can do so willingly.

* Non-EU Citizens (Vienna Convention): If the license was issued by a country that signed the 1968 Vienna
Convention on Road Traffic, the holder can drive legally for up to 6 months from the date they developed

residency in Poland. After this period, the license must be exchanged for a Polish driving license.

e Other Non-EU Citizens: For licenses from nations outside the Vienna Convention, the rules are stricter.
Drivers generally can utilize their foreign license together with an International Driving Permit (IDP) for as
much as 6 months. To continue driving lawfully after this duration, the private should pass the Polish

theoretical driving examination.

2. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland

For expats whose foreign licenses are reaching their expiration date or who have surpassed the 6-month

residency window, exchanging the license for a Polish equivalent is compulsory.

Files Required for Exchange:

1. Application Form: Completed and signed (available at the local community workplace).

2. Valid Foreign Driving License: Along with a certified Polish translation (performed by a sworn translator

ttumacz przysiegty).

3. Evidence of Legal Residence: Such as a residence card ( karta pobytu), irreversible residency authorization,

or EU person registration certificate, proving residency in Poland for at least 185 days.
4. Medical Certificate: Confirming no medical contraindications to drive.
5. Biometric Photograph: Standard passport size (35mm x 45mm).

6. Verification of Payment: The administrative fee for providing the license.



3. Getting a Polish Driving License from Scratch

For those who have never held a license, the process in Poland involves medical checks, theoretical training,

practical driving lessons, and 2 rigorous state examinations.

Step-by-Step Breakdown:

* Step 1: Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)Before beginning lessons, an applicant
needs to visit their regional district office ( Urzgd Dzielnicy or Starostwo Powiatowe) to get a Candidate Driver
Profile number. This requires a medical examination, a picture, and the application.

* Action 2: Medical ExaminationAn authorized occupational doctor should evaluate the applicant's vision,
hearing, and general health. The standard charge for this test is managed by the state.

® Action 3: Theoretical Course and ExamApplicants need to complete a theoretical training course (often
offered online or in English) covering Polish road indications and traffic laws. Afterward, they must pass the
state theoretical test at the Provincial Road Traffic Center ( WORD-- Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu
Drogowego).

® Step 4: Practical TrainingWhen the theory examination is passed, the trainee finishes a minimum of 30
hours of practical behind-the-wheel training with a qualified trainer.

* Step 5: Practical State ExamThe last hurdle is the useful driving test at the WORD center. This checks

maneuvers on a closed course (such as hill starts and parking) followed by driving in real metropolitan traffic

conditions.

Stage Firm/ Location Average Cost (PLN) Description Medical examination Authorized Doctor 200 PLN Standard
health, vision, and reflex check. State Theory Exam WORD Center 50 PLN Computer-based multiple-choice test.
Driving School (OSK) Private Driving Schools 2,500-- 4,000 PLN 30 hours of theory and 30 hours of driving
practice. State Practical Exam WORD Center 200 PLN Maneuver backyard test + city driving test. License
Issuance Local District Office 100.50 PLN Production and printing of the physical plastic card.

4. License Categories in Poland

Poland follows basic European Union lorry classifications. Depending upon what a driver prepares to run, they

should look for the corresponding category.

® Category AM: Mopeds and light quad bikes (minimum age: 14).

e Classification A1, A2, A: Motorcycles of differing engine capabilities and power outputs (minimum age
ranges from 16 to 24).

¢ Classification B: Standard automobile with a maximum authorized mass not exceeding 3,500 kg and

developed to bring no more than 8 passengers in addition to the chauffeur (minimum age: 18).

e Category B+E/ C/ D: Advanced categories for pulling heavy trailers, driving trucks, or running buses.

5. Essential Rules and Penalties on Polish Roads

Once a driver successfully acquires their Polish driving license, remaining certified with local traffic laws is

important. Poland uses a strict penalty points system ( punkty karne).

* Speed Limits: Unless otherwise suggested, standard limitations are 50 km/h in built-up areas (though this

drops to 50 km/h 24/7, removing the previous nighttime 60 km/h allowance), 90 km/h on single-carriageway



outside built-up areas, 120 km/h on dual carriageways, and approximately 140 km/h on freeways (

autostrady).

* Alcohol Limits: Poland has a zero-tolerance approach to drunk driving. The legal blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) limit is 0.02% (0.2 promille). Exceeding this is considered a criminal offense, not just a

traffic offense.

* Mandatory Equipment: Every vehicle registered in Poland should carry a caution triangle and a fire

extinguisher.

* Headlights: Drivers should keep their low-beam headlights on 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, despite

weather conditions.

Getting or exchanging a driving license in Poland needs patience, documents, and
https://kartaxpresspoland.com/ preparation. Nevertheless, the structured system guarantees that all chauffeurs
on Polish roadways are well-trained and certified. By understanding whether your foreign license requires
conversion, budgeting for the essential tests, and respecting Poland's stringent road policies, you will be well on

your method to navigating the open roads of Central Europe with self-confidence.



