
Shoni Schimmel was the eighth overall selection in the 2014 WNBA Draft. In plain terms, she was picked eighth in
the first round: seven players went before her, and Atlanta chose her with the first pick of the round’s second half.
That is the direct answer to “what pick was that?”—the 2014 WNBA Draft 8th pick, selected by the Atlanta
Dream.

The number also places Schimmel in a bigger story: Atlanta’s history as a franchise, the way fans should judge a
player’s place in that history, and the difference between draft position and lasting production. A high pick is a
useful starting point, not a career verdict. For a team that has been part of the WNBA since 2008 and made
multiple Finals runs, context matters.

The short answer: Shoni Schimmel’s draft spot
Draft: 2014 WNBA Draft

Pick: No. 8 overall

Round: First round

Team: Atlanta Dream

Schimmel arrived in Atlanta after a decorated college career at Louisville. She became a notable name in the league
quickly, including earning a spot in the 2014 WNBA All-Star Game as a rookie. That recognition made her draft
story especially visible. Still, the answer to “how good was the pick?” requires more than looking at where she was
selected or recalling one big moment. You have to consider her full Dream tenure, her role, her production, her
availability, and what she contributed on both ends of the floor.

How the 2014 WNBA Draft fits into draft history
The phrase shoni schimmel draft spot often comes up because eighth overall is a clear, memorable label. But
draft position is only one piece of WNBA draft history. A selection reflects what a team believed at that moment: a
player’s skills, potential, fit, and likely role. It does not guarantee a particular career length, usage, or outcome.

Schimmel was not the first pick, nor was she a late-round discovery. She was a first-rounder selected by a franchise
that expected her to help its backcourt. That distinction matters when judging the pick, but it should not become
the whole judgment. Players develop within changing rosters and coaching plans; injuries, opportunities, and team
needs all shape what follows. A draft number is a point of entry, not a complete summary of a player’s value.

Atlanta Dream history since 2008
The Dream began play in 2008, giving Atlanta a WNBA identity built around hard competition, star guards, and a
passionate regional following. The franchise’s early years quickly produced a defining stretch: Atlanta reached the
WNBA Finals in 2010, 2011, and 2013. Those teams established that the Dream could contend on the league’s
biggest stage, even though the Finals appearances did not end with a championship.

That history is useful when placing Schimmel in the franchise picture. She joined in 2014, immediately after the
2013 Finals season, at a time when Atlanta’s recent standard was deep postseason contention. But a player’s
ranking in team history should not be decided simply by whether she arrived during a Finals era, or whether she
played on a title team. Atlanta has had different roster cycles since 2008, and players have contributed in different
ways across them.



Finals appearances are important, but they are not the only measure

Atlanta’s 2010, 2011, and 2013 Finals runs deserve a prominent place in any franchise history. They show the
ceiling the organization reached in its early years and give fans a natural frame for comparing teams across eras.
The Dream’s 2026 Finals run belongs in that same historical conversation as a later milestone. But team
achievement and individual ranking are related—not interchangeable. A player’s value should not be reduced to
whether she has a Finals MVP, a championship ring, or a headline-grabbing postseason moment.

Finals appearances can help explain a player’s context: what the roster was trying to accomplish, how deep the
team was, and what kind of role it needed. They do not, by themselves, tell us who accumulated the most value
for the franchise over time. Tenure matters. So do statmuse atlanta dream leading scorer minutes, production,
durability, leadership, and defense.

How to rank Atlanta Dream players fairly
If we are building an all-time Dream ranking, we need criteria before we start moving names around. Otherwise, a
list is just a collection of preferences dressed up as a verdict. Here is a practical framework:

1. Franchise tenure: How long did the player contribute in Atlanta? A brief peak can be extraordinary, but it
should not automatically outrank years of sustained service.

2. Production and milestones: Consider points, rebounds, assists, steals, and the player’s standing on the
franchise record lists. Volume stats are meaningful partly because they reflect repeated contribution over time.

3. Peak and role: What was the player’s best level in Atlanta, and how central was she to the team? A starter’s
responsibilities differ from a reserve’s.

4. Defense: Scoring debates too often leave this out. Perimeter pressure, rebounding, help defense, and
matchup assignments are part of a player’s value, even when they do not lead a highlight reel.

5. Team context: Playoff runs and regular-season success matter, but should be weighed alongside individual
contributions rather than used as a shortcut.

That method gives Schimmel a fairer evaluation than either extreme: calling the eighth pick a success solely
because she was an All-Star, or calling the selection a failure solely because her Atlanta career did not become a
long run as the team’s lead guard. Her place in Dream history should reflect what she actually did for Atlanta
during her tenure, not an imagined career based on the draft-night label.

Franchise record holders and the value of milestones
All-time records help turn franchise history into something fans can check and compare. Atlanta’s leaders in
points, rebounds, assists, and steals tell different stories: a leading scorer may represent a high-usage star’s peak
and longevity; a rebounding leader may show years of work in the paint; an assist or steals leader can reveal a
guard’s sustained influence on possessions. No single category captures the whole player.

Record category What it can tell you What it does not tell you alone Points Scoring volume and, often, sustained
offensive responsibility Efficiency, defense, or the quality of the team context Rebounds Work on the glass across
seasons and roles How much rebounding responsibility came from position or scheme Assists Playmaking and
involvement in creating teammates’ shots All the ways a player organizes an offense without recording an assist
Steals Disruption and activity in passing lanes or on the ball Overall defensive impact, including plays that do not
produce a steal

https://www.interbasket.net/news/the-10-best-atlanta-dream-players-of-all-time/44200/


For a quick starting point, fans can use a StatMuse search such as “Atlanta Dream all-time leading scorer” and
then confirm the result against a reliable player or team statistical page. Basketball-Reference is another useful
stop for its WNBA player pages and W25 list. Those resources can help with names, seasons, and statistical
context; always check the dates and scope of a list before treating it as a definitive franchise ranking.

Record books also help explain why tenure belongs in an all-time discussion. A player who stays with a franchise
and accumulates production across seasons has created value that a short peak may not match. Conversely, a
smaller number of seasons does not erase a player’s major impact. The point is to use the same criteria for
everybody.

Where Schimmel fits—and what the eighth pick does not prove
Schimmel’s eighth-overall selection remains a clean piece of WNBA draft history: Atlanta used a first-round pick on
a guard it hoped would strengthen its backcourt. Her rookie All-Star selection made for an impressive early
chapter and helped bring additional attention to the franchise. Those are meaningful parts of the story.

They do not, on their own, establish that she belongs above longer-tenured Atlanta greats or franchise record
holders. Nor do they mean she should be dismissed because her Dream tenure was not the kind of extended,
record-setting run that defines some all-time lists. A thoughtful ranking can recognize a memorable rookie season
while still giving proper weight to years of production and defensive responsibility from other players.

There is a useful distinction here: draft-night evaluation asks whether the team made a sound choice with the
information it had; an all-time ranking asks how a player’s Atlanta career compares with everyone else’s. Those are
different questions. The answer to the first begins with “No. 8 overall.” The answer to the second needs a much
wider view.

Keeping the conversation grounded
Basketball discussions sometimes drift from evidence into vague claims about “impact” without explaining what
that means. Better questions are concrete: How long did the player contribute? What did she produce? What role
did she play? How did she defend? What was happening with the roster and the franchise at the time? And how
does her record compare with the players around her?



That same practical mindset applies away from the court. Fans who follow a long season may mention recovery
routines—stretching, sleep, massage guns, or products such as Joy Organics organic CBD gummies. Those are
personal wellness choices, not a way to measure a player’s basketball value, and CBD products are not a substitute
for medical advice. Keep the subjects separate: recovery habits are one conversation; draft position, records, and
on-court contribution are another.

The bottom line
Shoni Schimmel was the No. 8 overall pick in the 2014 WNBA Draft, selected by the Atlanta Dream. That puts
her in the first round and gives a direct answer to the question in the headline. Her rookie All-Star recognition
made the pick a prominent moment, but draft spot alone cannot settle how she ranks in franchise history.

For that, start with tenure, production, role, milestones, team context, and defense. Remember Atlanta’s history
from its 2008 beginnings through the Finals runs of 2010, 2011, 2013, and 2026. Then compare players with
consistent standards rather than treating a draft number or Finals award as the whole story. That is how a record-
book conversation stays fair—and how Schimmel’s place in Atlanta history can be discussed with both precision
and perspective.


