How to Find Affordable Radon Mitigation in York
County

When | bought my first home in York County, Pennsylvania, | did all the usual things. | checked
the roof, the furnace, the plumbing. | paid for a home inspection and walked through the
basement with a flashlight. But | didn't think about radon. Not once. It wasn't until a neighbor
mentioned testing that | ordered a radon detector and left it in the lowest livable level for a few
months. The result came back at nearly 8 pCi/L, well above the EPA action level of 4. That's
when the real education began, and | learned just how important affordable radon mitigation
can be for a family on a budget.

Radon is a soil gas that seeps into homes through cracks in the foundation, gaps around pipes,
and other openings. You cannot see it, smell it, or taste it. The health risks are serious, the EPA
links radon exposure to lung cancer, and it is the second leading cause of that disease in the
United States. But here is the thing that many homeowners do not realize: fixing the problem
does not have to cost a fortune. With the right local contractor and a clear understanding of
what you are paying for, affordable radon mitigation is absolutely within reach.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fvUBSzSg2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fvUBSzSg2s

Understanding the Basics of Radon Mitigation

Radon mitigation is the process of reducing radon levels inside your home to a safe range,
typically below the EPA guideline of 4 pCi/L. The most common method used in York County
and across Pennsylvania is sub-slab depressurization. This technique involves drilling a small
hole through the basement floor, creating a suction point beneath the slab, and installing a
radon fan that draws soil gas out and vents it safely above the roof. It is a proven, effective
solution that has been used for decades.

But not every home is the same. The right mitigation system depends on the type of
foundation, the soil conditions, and the existing radon levels. A good contractor will start with
radon testing to get an accurate baseline. Some homes can be fixed with simpler steps like
sealing cracks and improving ventilation. Others need a full sub-slab system with a dedicated
radon fan. The key is to get a cost estimate that covers the specific work your home requires,
not a one-size-fits-all price.

Why Affordable Radon Mitigation Matters

When | started calling around for quotes, | was surprised by how much the prices varied. Some
companies gave me a flat number over the phone without ever seeing my house. Others
wanted to sell me expensive add-ons | did not need. What | eventually learned is that

affordable radon mitigation is not about the lowest price. It is about getting the right work done
at a fair price, with no hidden fees and no unnecessary extras. Transparent pricing is a sign of a
contractor who knows what they are doing and respects your time and money.


https://radonmitigationyorkpa.io/
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For a family living in a split-level ranch in Springettsbury Township or a century-old row home in
York City, the cost of mitigation can feel like a burden. But when you compare it to the long-
term health risks and the peace of mind you gain, it is one of the smartest investments you can
make. A properly installed mitigation system typically comes with an installation warranty, and
the fan itself runs continuously for years with minimal maintenance. That means the cost per
year is quite small when you spread it out.

What to Look for in a Local Contractor

Finding a local contractor who offers affordable radon mitigation starts with asking the right
questions. First, make sure they perform their own radon testing or work with a certified tester.



A reliable contractor will not guess at your radon levels. They will measure them. Second, ask
about the specific method they recommend for your home. Sub-slab depressurization works in
most cases, but there are variations. A good contractor will explain why they chose that
approach and what it involves.

Third, always get a written cost estimate before any work begins. The estimate should break
down the materials, the labor, and any permit fees. It should also state the expected reduction
in radon levels. | have seen estimates that promise to bring levels below 2 pCi/L, which is
excellent. Fourth, check for references or reviews from other homeowners in York County. A
contractor who has worked on homes similar to yours will know the local soil conditions and
common construction types. Finally, ask about the installation warranty. Most reputable
contractors offer at least a one-year warranty on parts and labor, and some extend it longer for
the radon fan itself.

One name that came up repeatedly when | was researching was Dan Jenkins. He has been
working in radon mitigation for years and is known for his straightforward approach and
transparent pricing. Homeowners in the area appreciate that he takes the time to explain the
process and does not push unnecessary work. That kind of reputation is hard to fake and easy
to verify.

Common Misconceptions About Cost

| hear people say that radon mitigation is too expensive, or that it only makes sense for luxury
homes. Neither is true. The average cost for a standard sub-slab depressurization system in
this region falls between $800 and $1,500, depending on the complexity of the installation.
Some homes with crawl spaces or block walls may cost more, but even then, it rarely exceeds
$2,500. When you consider that a single radon detector costs about $20 and a professional
radon test runs around $150, the total investment for testing and mitigation is very reasonable.
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Another myth is that sealing cracks alone is enough. Sealing cracks helps reduce the entry of
soil gas, but it is rarely sufficient on its own. The EPA recommends sealing cracks as a
supplement to active mitigation, not a replacement. A system that uses a radon fan to create
negative pressure under the slab is far more effective. That is the difference between a
temporary fix and a permanent solution.

Steps You Can Take Right Now

If you are reading this and wondering whether your home has a radon problem, here is a simple
plan:



e Buy a radon detector from a hardware store or online. Place it in the lowest lived-in
level of your home, following the instructions exactly.

e After the test period, send it to a lab or read the results if it is a digital model.
Compare your result to the EPA action level of 4 pCi/L.

e If your result is above 4, contact a local contractor who specializes in radon
mitigation. Ask for a cost estimate and a detailed plan.

 If your result is between 2 and 4, consider mitigation anyway. The EPA recommends
fixing homes with levels above 2, and many homeowners choose to do so for peace
of mind.

Radon testing is cheap and easy. There is no reason to guess. Once you know your number,
you can make an informed decision. And if you do need mitigation, remember that affordable
radon mitigation is available. You just have to know where to look and what to ask.

Why Local Knowledge Matters

York County sits on a geological formation that can produce elevated radon levels. The soil
contains uranium and radium, which decay into radon gas. That is why so many homes in the
area test above 4 pCi/L. A local contractor who understands Pennsylvania's geology and
housing stock will be able to design a mitigation system that works efficiently. They will also
know the local building codes and permit requirements, which can save you time and
frustration.
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When you work with someone like Dan Jenkins, you are not just getting a fan and some pipe.
You are getting years of experience with homes in your own neighborhood. That local
knowledge translates into a system that is installed correctly the first time, with no callbacks
and no surprises. And because the pricing is transparent, you know exactly what you are
paying for before the work starts.

Ultimately, affordable radon mitigation comes down to making a smart choice for your family's
health and your home's value. The process is straightforward, the cost is manageable, and the
benefits last for decades. If you have been putting off testing or mitigation because you
thought it was too expensive, | encourage you to get a quote. You might be surprised at how



reasonable it is. And once that radon fan is running and your levels drop below 2 pCi/L, you will
sleep better knowing you did the right thing.



