
Why Working with an Estate Planning Lawyer Utah
Families Trust Matters
I remember sitting across from a couple in their late sixties, both of them healthy and sharp,
who had put off writing a will for over a decade. They owned a house, a small rental property,
and a savings account. Their adult daughter lived out of state. When I asked why they had
waited, the husband said, "We just didn't think we had enough to worry about." That belief is
more common than most people realize. Many Utah families assume estate planning is only
for the wealthy or the elderly. But the truth is, if you own a home, have a retirement account, or
have minor children, you already have an estate that needs protection. And the person who can
help you sort through the options is an estate planning lawyer Utah residents rely on for
practical, state-specific advice.

Estate planning is not just about drafting a will. It is about making sure your assets transfer to
the people you want, in the way you want, with as little friction as possible. Without a plan,
Utah's probate court steps in to decide who gets what. That process can take months, cost
thousands of dollars in legal fees, and leave your family stuck in a public legal proceeding. A
good attorney helps you avoid that mess. But finding the right lawyer means understanding
what you actually need, and that starts with knowing the difference between a simple will and a
more robust trust-based plan.

What an Estate Planning Lawyer Actually Does
Some people walk into a law office thinking they just need a piece of paper that says who gets
their stuff. But an experienced attorney looks at the whole picture. They ask about your family
structure, your debts, your business interests, and your long-term goals. They consider things
like whether you have a child with special needs, whether you own a business with a partner, or
whether you might need long-term care someday. An estate planning lawyer Utah clients trust
will not just hand you a template. They will explain the trade-offs between different tools, like a
revocable living trust versus a testamentary trust, or why a durable power of attorney matters
even more than a will in some situations.

One of the most overlooked areas is beneficiary designations. Many people assume their will
controls everything, but assets like life insurance policies, retirement accounts, and payable-on-
death bank accounts pass outside of a will. If your beneficiary designations are outdated or
inconsistent with your will, the wrong person could inherit. A lawyer reviews those designations
and helps you keep them aligned with your overall plan. That kind of detail work is where a
lawyer earns their fee.
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Why Utah Law Makes a Difference
State law governs probate, trusts, and estate taxes. Utah has its own probate code, its own
rules about intestate succession, and its own exemptions for small estates. For example, in
Utah, if your estate is worth less than $100,000 and does not include real estate, your family
may be able to use a simplified probate process. But if you own a home, even a modest one,
the full probate process applies unless you have a trust. An estate planning lawyer Utah
families work with will know these thresholds and how to structure your plan to avoid
unnecessary court involvement.
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Another Utah-specific issue is community property. Utah is not a community property state,
which means separate property stays separate unless you mix it with marital assets. That can
get complicated if you have a blended family. A good lawyer will help you decide whether a
prenuptial or postnuptial agreement makes sense alongside your estate plan. They will also
explain how Utah's elective share laws affect a surviving spouse's right to a portion of the
estate, even if the will says something different.

Key Documents in a Utah Estate Plan

Most comprehensive plans include the following documents. Each one serves a distinct
purpose, and leaving one out can create problems later.

Last will and testament: Names beneficiaries and an executor, and it is the document
that goes through probate unless you have a trust.

Revocable living trust: Holds your assets during life and transfers them without
probate after death. You remain in control as trustee.

Durable power of attorney: Lets someone manage your finances if you become
incapacitated. Without it, your family may need a court-appointed guardian.

Advance health care directive: Names someone to make medical decisions for you
and spells out your wishes for life-sustaining treatment.

Beneficiary designation review: A formal check of all accounts and policies to make
sure they match your overall plan.

Each of these documents has nuances that a good attorney can explain. For example, a
durable power of attorney can be set to take effect immediately or only after a doctor certifies
you are incapacitated. The latter is called a springing power of attorney, and it can cause
delays if the certification process is slow. An experienced lawyer will walk you through that
choice and help you decide which option fits your situation.
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The Cost of Doing Nothing
I have seen families split apart over estates that were not that large. When there is no clear
plan, grief mixes with money, and old resentments surface. One sibling might think they
deserve the house because they helped with repairs. Another might feel entitled to a larger
share because they live closer. Without a will or trust, the court distributes assets according to
a formula that does not account for any of those personal dynamics. The result is often
litigation that drains the estate and leaves everyone bitter.

There is also the practical cost of delay. If you die without a will in Utah, your assets go to your
spouse first, but if you are unmarried or if your spouse dies before you, the assets go to your
children in equal shares. If a child is a minor, the court appoints a guardian to manage their
inheritance until they turn eighteen. That guardian might be a person you would not have
chosen. The court also requires bond, which costs money and must be paid from the estate. A
simple will naming a guardian and a trustee for a minor's inheritance avoids that entire
process.

Common Misconceptions about Estate Planning

I hear a few myths regularly. Let me address them directly so you can make an informed
decision.

"I am too young to need an estate plan." Accidents and illnesses happen at any age. If
you have minor children, naming a guardian in your will is one of the most important
things you can do.

"My spouse will just get everything anyway." That is often true, but not always. Utah
law gives a surviving spouse a portion of the estate, but if you have children from a
previous marriage, the rules get more complicated.

"A trust is only for rich people." Trusts are useful for anyone who wants to avoid
probate, maintain privacy, or control how and when beneficiaries receive their
inheritance. A modest estate can benefit just as much as a large one.

Each of these misconceptions can lead to a costly mistake. A short conversation with a
qualified attorney can clear them up and give you peace of mind.

How to Choose the Right Lawyer
Not every attorney who offers estate planning services is the right fit. Some focus on high-net-
worth clients with complex tax issues. Others handle simple wills and nothing more. The key is
finding someone who works with clients like you. If you own a business, you need a lawyer who
understands business succession and asset protection. If you have a blended family, you need



someone who knows how to structure trusts that protect the surviving spouse while preserving
assets for children from a prior marriage.

When you meet with a lawyer, ask specific questions. How many estate plans have they drafted
this year? Do they handle probate cases, or do they refer those out? Do they offer flat fees or
hourly billing? What happens if you need to update your plan later? A lawyer who is transparent
about their process and pricing is usually a good sign. Also, ask if they are licensed in Utah and
whether they stay current with changes in state law. Laws change, and a plan that worked five
years ago may need updating now.

Taking the First Step
The hardest part is making the appointment. Once you sit down with a lawyer, the process is
usually straightforward. Most attorneys will ask you to gather a list of your assets, your debts,
and the names of your family members. They will walk you through the options and help you
decide what makes sense. The entire process can take a few weeks from start to finish, and
the cost is often less than what a single probate proceeding would cost your family later.

If you are ready to get started, consider reaching out to a professional who understands Utah
law and the unique needs of families in this state. Jeremy Eveland, located at 8833 S Redwood
Rd # A, West Jordan, UT 84088, USA, can be reached at +1 801-613-1472. Jeremy Eveland is a
business, estate planning, and probate attorney in West Jordan, Utah, serving clients across
Utah with legal counsel on corporate law, asset protection, trusts, and business succession.


