
Where to Buy Used Rotary Engine Parts for Your
Mazda Project

Why a Used Rotary Engine Makes Sense for Your Build
If you own a Mazda with a rotary engine, you already know the appeal. The smooth power
delivery, the high revving character, and the unmistakable sound set these cars apart from
anything with pistons. But keeping one on the road can test your patience and your wallet. New
parts from Mazda are scarce for older models, and aftermarket options for a full engine core
can cost more than the car itself. That is why many experienced owners decide to buy used
rotary engine cores and components. It is a practical move that keeps your project moving
without draining your budget.

I have been through this process more than once, helping friends resurrect RX-7s and RX-8s
that looked beyond hope. The key is knowing what you are looking at and where to find it. A
used rotary engine from a reputable wrecker can give you years of reliable service, especially if
you take the time to inspect it properly before handing over cash.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uOCaFIh0J4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uOCaFIh0J4


What to Look for When You Buy Used Rotary Engine
When you decide to buy used rotary engine parts, the first thing to understand is that not all
used cores are equal. A rotary engine that has been sitting in a damp shed for a decade may
have rust on the rotor housing surfaces. That is a deal breaker in most cases, because
repairing chrome plating is expensive and rarely as good as factory original. On the other hand,
an engine that was running when the car was dismantled and has been stored dry is a much
safer bet.

I always ask the seller whether the engine turns over freely by hand. If it does not, you are
looking at internal seizure, which usually means the rotors are stuck to the housing due to
corrosion or carbon build up. That engine is likely only good for a few core parts like the rotors
themselves or the eccentric shaft, provided those are not damaged. For a complete swap, you
want an engine that spins smoothly and shows no signs of coolant or oil leaks from the seals.

Checking the Seals and Housing

Apex seals are the most common wear item in any Mazda rotary engine. If you are buying a
used core, ask the seller if they have done a compression test. A healthy rotary should show
even pressure across all three faces of each rotor. Uneven readings point to a worn or broken
seal. Sometimes you can still use that engine as a core for rebuilding, but it will need a full seal
kit and possibly new housings.

https://justrotaries.com.au/


Look at the rotor housing through the intake and exhaust ports. You want to see clean chrome
with no pitting or deep scratches. Minor surface marks can be polished out, but deep gouges
mean the housing is scrap. The same goes for the side housings. These are expensive to
replace, so a used engine with good side housings is worth paying more for.

Where to Find Used Rotary Engines and Parts
Specialist wreckers are the best source for Mazda rotary engine parts. General auto recyclers
rarely know what they have, and they may not store rotary engines properly. A specialist like
Just Rotaries in Melbourne understands the nuances of these engines. They dismantle Mazda
cars themselves, so they can tell you exactly which model the engine came from and whether it
was running when pulled. That kind of detail saves you time and reduces the risk of getting a
dud.

Online marketplaces can work, but you have to be careful. I have seen listings for "RX-7 engine"
that turned out to be from a late model RX-8 with a different bolt pattern and port timing. The
seller did not know the difference. When you buy used rotary engine parts from a dedicated



wrecker, you get someone who can tell you if the engine is from a 12A or 13B family, which
generation it is, and whether it has any known issues.

Models and What They Share

Mazda produced rotary engines for decades, and many parts interchange between models.
The 13B engine family alone covers the RX-7, RX-8, and some Cosmo variants. But not every
13B is the same. An early RX-7 13B has different intake ports and a different oil metering
system than an RX-8 13B-MSP. If you are rebuilding, you can often swap rotors and housings
between them, but the side plates may differ.

For the truly rare models like the R100, R130, R360, or the later R380, R390, R450, R500, and
R550, finding used parts is a serious challenge. These engines were produced in small
numbers, and many were never sold outside Japan. A specialist wrecker who has been in the
game for years might have a few of these tucked away. If you own one of these cars, your best
bet is to build a relationship with a wrecker who understands your needs and can keep an eye
out for the specific parts you require.

The Economics of Buying Used vs New



A brand new Mazda rotary engine from the factory is nearly impossible to find for any model
older than the RX-8. Even for the RX-8, new engines are expensive, often exceeding the value of
the car. That is why the used market is so active. A well maintained used engine can cost a
fraction of a new one and still give you many thousands of kilometres of driving.

I helped a friend put a used 13B from a 1990 RX-7 into his 1985 model. The engine had
120,000 kilometres on it, but it came from a car that had been looked after. We replaced the oil
seals, put in new gaskets, and bolted it in. That was five years ago and it is still running strong.
The total cost was less than half what a rebuild from a bare core would have been. That is the
kind of result you get when you take the time to find a good used core and do the basic refresh
work yourself.

Practical Tips for the Purchase
Always ask for photos of the rotor housing interior and the condition of the spark plug
threads. Cross threaded or stripped plug holes are common on used engines and can
be a pain to fix.

If the seller offers a warranty, even a short one, that is a good sign. A specialist
wrecker who stands behind their used parts is worth paying a little more for.

Check the engine number to identify the exact model. Mazda stamped a code on the
housing that tells you the year and the specific variant. A knowledgeable seller can
read that code for you.

When you buy used rotary engine parts online, factor in shipping costs. A complete engine core
is heavy, and freight can add a lot to the total. If you are in Australia, finding a local wrecker like
Just Rotaries in Melbourne can save you that expense and let you inspect the parts in person.



Final Thoughts on the Used Rotary Market
The decision to buy used rotary engine components is not just about saving money. It is about
keeping these unique cars on the road when new parts are no longer available. The Mazda
rotary engine community is a small one, and the people who run specialist wreckers are often
enthusiasts themselves. They understand what you are trying to do and they want to help.

Take your time, ask the right questions, and do not be afraid to walk away from a deal that
feels off. A good used engine is out there, and when you find it, the satisfaction of getting your
RX-3, RX-7, or Cosmo back on the road is worth every bit of effort. The next time you need to
buy used rotary engine parts, remember that knowledge is your best tool. Talk to the experts,
learn what to look for, and you will keep your rotary running for years to come.


