Choosing Your First Tarot Deck: Signs It Will Be
Easy to Learn

When you are new to tarot, the deck you pick can make the difference between a confusing pile
of cards and an intuitive practice that clicks from the first reading. Many beginners worry that
tarot is hard to learn, but the truth is that some decks are designed with newcomers in mind.
The key is knowing what to look for before you buy.

A truly beginner-friendly tarot deck gives you clear visual cues, a logical card structure, and
enough guidance to start reading right away. You do not need to memorize every meaning
overnight. You need a deck that invites you to explore and rewards your curiosity. This article
will help you spot the features that make a deck approachable, so you can choose with
confidence and start your tarot journey on the right foot.
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What Makes a Tarot Deck Beginner Friendly

Not all tarot decks are created equal. Some follow the traditional Rider-Waite-Smith system
closely, while others take creative liberties that can confuse a new reader. The most important
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factor is how easily you can interpret the cards without having to flip to the guidebook every
time.

1. Clear, Symbolic Artwork

The images on the cards are your primary tool. A beginner-friendly deck uses artwork that tells
a story. You should be able to look at a card and get a sense of what it means, even if you have
never seen it before. For example, a card showing a figure reaching toward the sun suggests
hope or ambition. A card with a broken tower struck by lightning hints at sudden upheaval.
Decks that lean heavily on abstract art or minimalist designs may look beautiful, but they often
require more interpretive work from a beginner.

Look for decks that include traditional symbols like cups, wands, swords, and pentacles, and
that depict human figures in relatable scenes. The Rider-Waite-Smith deck is the gold standard
here, and many modern decks borrow its imagery. If you find a deck whose images feel
intuitive to you, that is a strong sign it will be easy to learn.

2. A Guidebook Written for Beginners

Every tarot deck comes with a guidebook, but not all guidebooks are helpful for a new reader.
The best ones explain each card in plain language, offer sample interpretations, and suggest
ways to combine cards in a spread. They avoid dense esoteric jargon and instead focus on
practical meanings you can use in a reading.
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Some guidebooks also include a brief history of tarot, tips for cleansing your deck, and a few
simple spreads to try. If the guidebook feels like a friendly teacher rather than an encyclopedia,
it is probably designed with beginners in mind. Before buying a deck, read a few pages of the
guidebook online if you can. That will tell you a lot about whether the deck suits your learning
style.

3. A Logical Card Structure

The traditional tarot deck has 78 cards divided into the Major Arcana (22 cards) and the Minor
Arcana (56 cards). The Minor Arcana is further split into four suits, each with 14 cards ranging
from Ace to Ten, plus four court cards (Page, Knight, Queen, King). A beginner-friendly deck
follows this structure closely. Decks that add extra cards, rename suits, or change the
numbering can be confusing because most learning resources assume the standard layout.

If you stick with a deck that respects the traditional structure, you can use online guides,
books, and apps that reference the classic system. That gives you a huge advantage as you
learn. Once you are comfortable, you can branch out to more experimental decks. But for your
first deck, consistency is your friend.

What to Avoid in a First Deck

Just as there are features to seek out, there are red flags that signal a deck may be tough for a
beginner. Knowing these can save you frustration and money.

Overly Abstract or Minimalist Art

Decks with simple shapes, monochrome palettes, or heavy use of negative space can be
stunning as art, but they often lack the visual storytelling that helps a beginner connect with
each card. If every card looks similar or requires a lot of imagination to interpret, you will likely
rely on the guidebook constantly. That slows down learning and can make readings feel
mechanical.

Decks with a Steep Thematic Focus

Some decks are built around a specific theme, such as cats, vampires, or a particular
mythology. While these can be fun for an experienced reader, the theme may overshadow the
traditional card meanings. A cat-themed deck might replace the traditional symbolism with cat-
related imagery that does not map easily to classic interpretations. That can leave a beginner
unsure whether the card means what the cat suggests or what the original card meant. Stick
with a deck that prioritizes universal symbolism over niche themes for your first deck.

Decks with Tiny or Hard-to-Read Cards



Card size matters. A deck that is too small makes it hard to see details in the artwork, which
defeats the purpose of having illustrated cards. Some decks are designed for portability and
come in a miniature size, but those are better suited for experienced readers who already know
the cards by heart. For a beginner, standard tarot card size (roughly 2.75 x 4.75 inches) is ideal.
The cards should feel comfortable in your hands and easy to shuffle.
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How to Test a Deck Before You Commit

You do not have to buy a deck blind. Many online resources let you preview the cards and get a
feel for the deck before you purchase. Here are a few practical ways to evaluate a deck for
beginner-friendliness.

Look at Full Card Galleries

Search for the deck name plus "card gallery" or "full deck reveal." Many retailers and review
sites show every card in the deck. Flip through them in your mind. Do the images make sense
to you? Do you feel a sense of recognition or curiosity? If most cards leave you puzzled, that
deck may not be the best starting point.

Read Reviews from Other Beginners

Reviews written by people who learned tarot recently are especially helpful. They often mention
whether a deck was easy to pick up, whether the guidebook was clear, and what challenges
they faced. Look for patterns. If several reviewers say the deck is hard to read, take that
seriously.



Watch a Walkthrough Video

Video reviews on platforms like YouTube often show a reader handling the cards, doing a
sample spread, and explaining their impressions. This gives you a sense of the deck's size,
card stock quality, and how the artwork feels in motion. You can also see whether the reader
seems to interpret the cards smoothly or struggles to find meaning.

Why the Right Deck Matters for Your Learning Journey

Learning tarot is a personal process, and the right deck can make it feel like a conversation
rather than a lesson. When your deck speaks to you through its imagery and structure, you will
find yourself picking it up more often. That regular practice is what builds confidence and skill.
A beginner-friendly deck removes unnecessary obstacles so you can focus on developing your
intuition and understanding the card meanings.

Many experienced readers still use their first deck for years because it became a trusted
companion. The goal is not to outgrow your deck quickly, but to grow with it. A deck that is
easy to learn from will serve you well as you move from simple three-card spreads to more
complex layouts. It will also give you a solid foundation if you later decide to explore decks
with different systems or artistic styles.
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If you are still unsure where to start, consider visiting a site like tarotfans.com to read deck

reviews and see how different decks compare from a beginner's perspective. The community


https://tarotfans.com/

there shares honest opinions on what works and what does not for new readers. That kind of
real-world feedback can help you narrow down your choices without feeling overwhelmed.

Trust Your Own Reaction

Ultimately, the most beginner-friendly deck is the one that excites you to learn. If a deck's
artwork draws you in and the guidebook feels clear, that is a strong sign. Do not overthink it.
Tarot is meant to be an intuitive practice, and your first deck should feel like an invitation, not a
test. Pay attention to how you feel when you look at the cards. If they spark curiosity and make
you want to start reading, you have likely found a good match.

Remember that every tarot reader started where you are now. The deck you choose is just the
beginning. With a little patience and a deck that supports your learning, you will be doing
readings that feel meaningful and personal before you know it. And if you ever feel stuck, there
are plenty of resources, including the reviews and guides at tarotfans.com, that can help you
keep moving forward.

Tarotfans on social media @) Facebook Instagram @ YouTube Pinterest



https://www.facebook.com/TarotFans.FB/
https://www.instagram.com/tarotfans/
https://www.youtube.com/@tarotfans1927
https://pinterest.com/tarotfannn/

