
What to Include in a Horse Feeding Chart
A practical horse feeding chart does more than simply list basic amounts of horse feed. It can help you adjust
the daily ration to the horse’s age, size, workload, and body condition score. The aim is not merely to fill a
bucket, but to support steady energy, digestive health, and healthy weight gain or maintenance.

At minimum, a well-built chart should include the horse’s approximate body weight, the amount of forage or
roughage offered each day, the amount of concentrate or horse feed grain, and any supplements or treats. It
should also show whether the feeding plan follows a forage-first approach, because most horses do best when
hay or pasture remains the foundation of the diet.

When creating a chart, think in terms of portion control. Two horses can receive the same total calories but from
different combinations of hay, grain, fat, and fiber. That is why, a simple scoop count is not enough. A chart
should help you estimate scoop size, compare feed labels, and use the guaranteed analysis to see how much
protein, fiber, fat, vitamins, and minerals each product provides.

Experienced horse owners also use the chart to track changes in metabolism, appetite, and condition over time.
If a horse is losing weight, gaining too much, or showing signs of excess starch intake, the chart makes it easier to
adjust the diet before problems grow. Put simply, the best chart is a working tool, not just a reference sheet.

How Much to Give Grain to Feed a Horse Per Day
The question of how much grain to feed a horse per day depends on the horse’s size, years, workload, and
physical condition. There is no universal amount that fits every horse. Some horses need no grain at all if quality
forage meets their energy needs, while others require a precisely measured amount of horse feed grain to
preserve condition and performance.

A frequent error is giving too much grain because it seems easier than adding more hay. Grain is a high-energy
feed and can supply concentrated nutrition, but overdoing it can upset the digestive system and increase the
risk of digestive issues. For that reason, many feeding plans use grain only as a complement to forage, not as the
primary component of the diet.

Rely on body condition score as the anchor. A horse with a lower score may need more calories from a complete
feed, extra fat, or more regular feeding. If a horse scores higher may need less concentrate and more controlled
portions. Workload matters too: a horse used lightly generally requires less grain than a horse in regular training
or showing.

One practical approach to think about grain is to divide the daily ration into small meals rather than large
servings. This supports digestive health and helps the horse to access energy more evenly. Many horses do better
when grain is kept below the limit that their digestive system can comfortably handle in a one feeding. If you are
unsure, begin cautiously, track weight and energy, and increase little by little.

Note that horse feed grain is merely part of the equation. The most effective nutrition decisions account for hay
quality, water consumption, turnout, and the horse’s metabolism. A horse that keeps its weight on hay alone
does not need grain just because it is available. On the other hand, a horse that has trouble keeping weight on
may need a higher-calorie ration.

Kinds of Horse Feed and When They Work Best



The primary types of horse feed include diets based on forage, complete feeds, textured feeds, pellets, and
targeted formulas for growth needs, maintenance, or performance. The proper option depends on the horse’s
age, workload, digestion, and body condition. No one product works best for every horse, which is why
comparing feed types matters more than choosing by brand name alone.

Forage should continue to be the base of the diet whenever possible. Hay and pasture provide roughage,
support chewing time, and help maintain digestive health. For many horses, forage supplies the majority of the
daily ration. When forage quality is strong, the horse may need only a small amount of concentrate or none at all.

Sweet feed for horses is a textured feed that often includes grains, molasses, and other palatable ingredients.
Horses that are picky eaters may enjoy it, but it is not always the best choice for every horse. Because sweet feed
can be higher in starch and sugar, it may not suit easy keepers or horses with metabolic concerns. A forage-first
diet paired with a balanced concentrate is often a steadier option.

Performance feed is designed for horses with higher energy demands. These feeds usually aim for better calorie
density, a more balanced amino acid profile, and controlled starch levels compared with basic grain mixes. They
can be helpful for training horses, working horses, and horses that need more fuel without excessive bulk.

When selecting from the types of horse feed, read the label closely and compare the guaranteed analysis. Look
at calories, fiber, fat, protein, vitamins, and minerals, then decide whether the product supports your horse’s
workload and condition. A feed with more fat and fiber may support steady energy better than one that relies
heavily on starch.

Best Horse Feed Brands & Product Comparisons
The leading horse feed brands are the ones that match your horse’s nutrition needs, your feeding budget, and
your available forage. Company reputation matters, but the real test is how the feed performs for your horse over
time. Comparing formulas, ingredient profiles, and feeding directions is more useful than focusing on marketing
claims.

Purina horse feed is widely recognized for a large range of formulas, from maintenance feeds to more
specialized options. Tribute horse feed, nutrena horse feed, and triumph horse feed also offer products aimed
at different stages, workloads, and body conditions. Each line has strengths, but the best option depends on what
your horse needs most: calories, fiber, protein, or a more controlled starch level.

When comparing brands, ask whether the feed is designed for performance, weight maintenance, or recovery.
Check whether the feed is suitable for the horse’s age and exercise level. Also compare portion size. A more
nutrient-dense feed may cost more per bag but require less per day, which changes the practical value.

Purina Horse Feed Options

Purina horse feed includes several products aimed at different feeding goals. One commonly discussed option is
purina impact performance, which is designed for horses with higher energy needs. This type of formula can be
useful when a horse needs more calories to support training, condition, and recovery.

Another product many horse owners compare is purina impact horse feed. This line is often evaluated for its
balance of calories, fiber, and fat. If your horse needs steady energy without too much starch, reviewing the
feed’s guaranteed analysis becomes especially important. A performance-oriented feed may help horses that
need condition support while staying active and manageable.

Some owners also compare purina performance horse feed options when looking for a formula that supports
harder work or a leaner frame. The best way to choose among Purina products is to match the horse’s workload



and body condition score to the product’s nutrient density rather than relying on the name alone.

Tribute, Nutrena, and Triumph Feed Lines

Tribute horse feed is frequently considered by owners who seek well-rounded nutrition and specific support for
varying workloads. It can be smart to compare Tribute products against other brands by looking at the daily
intake, not just the cost per bag.

Nutrena horse feed features a range of feeds for everyday care, development, and performance. Some Nutrena
formulas focus on roughage and controlled energy, which can fit horses that need a more gradual digestive
approach. Others are built for harder training schedules and more calories.

Triumph horse feed is another option worth comparing when you are looking for options for multiple nutrition
goals. As with any brand, the right choice depends on ingredient quality, guaranteed analysis, and whether the
product aligns with the horse’s forage intake and workload.

How Tractor Supply, Runnings, and Chewy Factor Into Feed Shopping
Many horse owners purchase feed through farm stores and online retailers because ease, local stock, and price all
matter. Tractor supply horse feed is a popular search for owners who want to review available bagged feeds
with other options. The same is true for runnings horse feed and chewy horse feed, which can allow buyers
locate products that fit their feeding program and delivery preferences.

Tractor supply sweet feed is often purchased by owners looking for a well-known textured feed that horses
easily accept. It can be handy for barns feeding multiple horses, but palatability should not replace nutritional
review. Review the label and compare sugar and starch levels before choosing a sweet feed.

When shopping through these retailers, compare feed labels side by side. Look at calories per pound, fiber
content, fat percentage, and the recommended daily amount. If one feed requires a much larger serving to meet
the same nutritional target, the apparent bargain may not be the most economical choice.

Availability also matters. A feed that is simple to get consistently may be better than a hard-to-find formula if
your horse does well on it. Consistency supports digestive health and makes it easier to maintain a stable daily
ration.

Sweet Horse Feed: Advantages, Risks, and Tips for Feeding
Sweet feed for horses remains popular because many horses like the taste and mouthfeel. It usually includes
grain ingredients, added molasses, and a more appealing mix than a plain pellet. For some horses, that can make
feeding easier, especially when they are reluctant to eat.

There are upsides, but there are also downsides. Sweet feed can be higher in starch and sugar, which may not be
ideal for horses prone to excitability, weight gain, or metabolic sensitivity. If the horse already gets enough
calories from forage, sweet feed may add more energy than needed. That is why it should be evaluated as part of
the full daily ration, not as a standalone solution.

One common example is tractor supply sweet feed, which may be convenient for convenience and availability.
Still, the same rules apply: check the feed labels, understand the guaranteed analysis, and decide whether the
product suits the horse’s workload and body condition score.

If you use sweet feed, portion control matters. Measure carefully, feed in smaller meals, and keep the diet
anchored in forage. This approach helps limit overfeeding horse feed grain while still giving the horse a feed it



will eat willingly.

Best Horse Feed to support Adding Weight and Work
The best horse feed for weight gain is not always the one with the highest grain content. Often, a horse does
better with a calorie-dense, balanced feed that supports digestion and steady energy rather than a large amount
of starch. Including fat, choosing a more digestible fiber source, and improving forage quality may be more
effective than simply increasing grain.

For performance horses, purina performance horse feed and purina impact performance are often part of the
conversation because they are designed to meet higher energy demands. These feeds may support horses that
need more calories for training, competition, or recovery without relying exclusively on traditional grain. A well-
designed performance feed should also fit the horse’s workload and maintain a healthy body condition score.

When searching for the best horse feed for weight gain, watch for feeds that combine adequate calories with
controlled starch, good fiber, and enough protein to support muscle maintenance. If a horse is losing weight,
assess teeth, parasites, stress, and forage access before adding more concentrate. Feed alone may not solve the
issue if the underlying problem is not addressed.

For some horses, the best answer is not a larger scoop but a better-balanced formula. A thoughtfully chosen feed
can support condition without creating digestive instability or excess heat.

What Is the Cost of Horse Feed Cost?
Horse owners often ask, how much does horse feed cost, but the answer depends on the brand, blend, sack
size, and how much the horse needs each day. Horse feed cost should always be evaluated in relation to the
daily ration, not just the price on the bag. A lower-cost feed that requires greater servings may cost more over
time than a more nutrient-dense formula.

A useful horse feed cost calculator mindset helps here. Calculate the bag price, divide it by the number of
servings per bag based on your horse’s recommended intake, and compare the real daily cost across products.
Include forage costs too, since hay or pasture is usually the foundation of the feeding program.

Cost also depends on whether you need specialized feed for performance, weight gain, or restricted starch
intake. Those formulas may cost more per bag, but they can be more efficient per day if they are more nutrient-
dense. In short, the least costly feed is not always the most affordable feeding plan.

When budgeting, track your horse’s actual consumption. Small changes in scoop size can change monthly
spending significantly. Using measured portions instead of guesswork makes feed costs more predictable and
supports consistent nutrition.

Feeding Horses Carrots and Other Treats
Feeding horses carrots is a common way to reward good behavior, but treats should stay separate from the
main horse feed program. Carrots, apples, and other treats can be offered in moderation as part of a sensible
routine. They are not a replacement for balanced nutrition, and too many treats can disrupt the daily ration.

When giving treats, portion control still matters. A few carrots may fit easily into the diet, but overdoing it can
add unnecessary calories or encourage pushy behavior at feeding time. Treats should remain treats, not a source
of major energy or nutrition.



Use treats deliberately. They can be helpful for training or bonding, but avoid confusing them with the horse’s
regular feed. If your horse is on a restricted diet, check whether treats fit the plan before offering them. Keeping
treats separate helps maintain the forage-first structure of the feeding program.

How to Compare the Best and Lowest-Quality Horse Feed Brands
Assessing the best horse feed brands and worst horse feed brands demands more than reading a label name.
The first step is to review the guaranteed analysis. This lists the minimum or maximum levels of key nutrients,
including protein, fat, fiber, and moisture. It allows you determine what the feed is actually delivering.

Do not rely on marketing claims and ask practical questions. Does the feed match your horse’s workload? Is it
appropriate for the body condition score you are working to maintain? Does it fit a forage-first plan? Is the starch
level appropriate for the horse’s metabolism? These details count more than a popular brand name.

The best products usually have clear feeding directions, balanced nutrients, and a formula that works with the
horse’s hay or pasture. The worst products are often the ones that are vague, overly sugary, too grain-heavy for
the horse’s needs, or poorly matched to the intended use. A feed that looks appealing on paper can still be a
poor fit if it does not support digestive health or if the portions are hard to control.

When in doubt, compare products side by side and ask which one gives you the right balance of calories, protein,
fiber, fat, vitamins, and minerals for the horse you actually have. That practical approach will help you choose
better than any label slogan.

FAQ

How much horse feed should I give a horse per day?

The amount depends on the horse’s size, workload, forage intake, and body condition score. Many horses need
mostly forage and only a measured amount of concentrate or horse feed grain. Use the feeding directions on the
label, start with small portions, and adjust based on condition and energy needs.

What is the best horse feed for weight gain?

The best horse feed for weight gain is usually a balanced, calorie-dense formula that supports digestive health
rather than a large amount of starch. Look for enough fat, fiber, and protein, and make sure forage quality is
strong. In some cases, a performance feed or a more digestible concentrate works better than sweet feed.

Is sweet feed for horses an appropriate option for every horse?

No, not always. Sweet feed for horses can be palatable and beneficial for some horses, but it may not suit good-
doers, horses with metabolism-related problems, or horses that need better regulation of starch and sugar. It
should be chosen based on the horse’s activity level, body condition, and overall diet.

How much does horse feed cost on average?

Horse feed cost varies widely by brand, formula, https://www.an17.com/online_features/press_releases/in-the-
home-of-endurance-racing-bifid-brings-grain-free-gut-first-feed-to-the/article_9df38167-b7d1-5ce4-a96c-
a52ce650da1e.html and bag size. The best way to estimate cost is to compare per-day feeding needs instead of
bag price alone. A feed cost calculator approach helps you see which product is the cheapest over time.

What should I look for when comparing horse feed brands?
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Compare the guaranteed analysis, ingredient quality, feeding directions, and how well the feed matches your
horse’s workload and body condition score. Also consider whether it fits a forage-centered plan, how much you
need to feed each day, and whether it supports the energy, protein, fiber, fat, vitamins, and minerals your horse
requires.


