
Choosing the Best Shingles for Austin Homes: A
Practical Guide
If you own a home in Austin, TX, you know the roof takes a beating. The summer sun is
relentless, hail storms roll through without much warning, and the occasional tornado watch
keeps everyone on edge. I have lived here long enough to see a lot of roofs that did not make it
past a single hailstorm without looking like someone took a hammer to them. That is why
picking the right shingles matters more than just matching the color of your neighbor's house.

The best shingles for Austin are the ones that can handle the specific climate zone we live in.
We are not just dealing with heat; we are dealing with a heat island effect in the city, where
temperatures stay higher overnight. That constant expansion and contraction can crack
cheaper shingles in just a few years. Add in the wind from a good thunderstorm, and you need
something that stays put. After working with several local companies, including Austin Roofing
Company, I have seen what holds up and what does not. Let me walk you through what I have
learned about the best shingles for Austin homes.

Asphalt Shingles: The Standard for a Reason
Most roofs in Austin use asphalt shingles. They are affordable, widely available, and have
improved a lot over the past decade. But not all asphalt shingles are the same. You will run into
three main types: 3-tab shingles, architectural shingles, and impact-resistant shingles. Each
one has a different job and a different price tag.

3-Tab Shingles

These are the basic, entry-level option. They are called 3-tab because each shingle has three
cutouts or tabs along the bottom edge. They are lightweight and easy to install, which keeps
the installation cost low. If you are on a tight budget or plan to sell the house in a few years, 3-
tab shingles might make sense. But do not expect them to last more than 15 to 20 years in our
climate. The granules wear off faster in the sun, and they are more likely to crack in a
hailstorm. I have seen whole roofs of 3-tab shingles replaced after a single storm because the
damage was too widespread to patch.

Architectural Shingles

Step up to architectural shingles, and you get a heavier, thicker product. They have a
dimensional look that mimics natural slate or wood shakes, which gives the roof more curb
appeal. But the real benefit is the weight. Architectural shingles are built with multiple layers of
asphalt and fiberglass, making them more durable. They also come with a better product
warranty, often 30 years or more. If you plan to stay in your home for a while, the extra upfront



cost is worth it. The wind resistance is higher too, which matters when a derecho comes
through.

Impact-Resistant Shingles

Then there are impact-resistant shingles. These are the heavy hitters. They include a layer of
laminated shingles, often with a polymer or rubberized backing that absorbs the shock of hail.
Some brands, like Owens Corning and CertainTeed, make impact-resistant lines that can
withstand hail up to two inches in diameter. That is a big deal in a region where hailstorms are
common. I have seen impact-resistant shingles survive storms that shredded standard 3-tab
roofs. The trade-off is the cost, they are more expensive, and they are heavier, so installation
takes longer. But if you factor in the cost of replacing a roof every ten years, they can save you
money in the long run.

What Makes a Shingle Work in Austin?
Austin sits in a tricky spot. We are in a climate zone that is hot and humid, but we also sit on
the edge of Tornado Alley. That means we get the worst of both worlds: intense heat and high
wind. On top of that, the urban heat island effect means our roofs soak up more heat than they
would in a rural area. That heat accelerates aging in shingles that are not designed for it.

I have seen algae stain on roofs that do not have proper granule coverage. That green or black
staining makes the roof look old and can trap moisture. Some manufacturers, like GAF
Materials and Tamko, add copper granules or use Scotchgard treatments to prevent algae
growth. It is a small detail, but it makes a difference in a humid climate.

Another factor is the Class A fire rating. Austin Building Code requires a Class A or Class B fire
rating for most residential roofs. Almost all asphalt shingles meet Class A, but it is worth
double-checking before you buy. A Class A rating means the shingles have been tested to
resist fire spread, which is important in a dry summer when wildfire risk goes up.

Comparing the Big Brands
When you start shopping, you will hear the same names over and over. Owens Corning, GAF
Materials, CertainTeed, and Tamko are the major players. Each has a slightly different take on
what makes a good shingle.

Owens Corning is known for its impact-resistant line, which uses a laminated structure that is
hard to beat for durability. CertainTeed offers architectural shingles with a nice balance of look
and strength. GAF Materials has a strong warranty program and a wide range of colors. Tamko
is a solid budget-friendly option, especially if you are looking at 3-tab shingles. But I have found



that the installation matters just as much as the brand. A poorly installed premium shingle will
fail faster than a well-installed mid-range one.

Austin Roofing Company, for example, focuses on proper installation techniques for each type
of shingle. They match the shingle to the roof slope, the exposure, and the local weather
patterns. That kind of attention matters more than picking a fancy brand name.

Installation Cost vs. Long-Term Value
I have talked to homeowners who chose the cheapest 3-tab shingles to save on installation
cost, only to regret it after a single hailstorm. The total cost of a roof includes the installation,
the materials, and the repairs over its lifetime. Impact-resistant shingles cost more upfront, but
they can reduce the need for repairs significantly. Architectural shingles sit somewhere in the
middle: they are not as tough as impact-resistant, but they hold up better than 3-tab and look
nicer.

If you are trying to decide, think about how long you plan to stay in the house. For a long-term
home, invest in architectural or impact-resistant shingles. For a quick flip, 3-tab might be fine.
But do not forget that a cheap roof can scare off buyers who know what to look for.

Wind Resistance and Hail
Wind resistance is measured by the shingle's ability to stay on the roof in a strong gust. Most
codes require a minimum of 60 mph, but in Austin, you want something rated for 90 mph or
higher. Laminated shingles, which are essentially impact-resistant shingles with an extra layer
of adhesive, perform better in high wind because they have more surface area holding them
down.

Hail is the bigger enemy. I have seen roofs that looked like Swiss cheese after a storm. The
best shingles for Austin include a UL 2218 impact rating, which means they have been tested
against steel balls simulating hail. Look for a Class 3 or Class 4 rating if you want real
protection. That is where impact-resistant shingles really shine.

Making the Final Choice
There is no single answer for every house. The best shingles for Austin depend on your budget,
your risk tolerance, and how long you plan to stay. But if I had to give one piece of advice, it
would be this: do not go below architectural grade if you want peace of mind. The extra cost is
not that much when spread over the life of the roof, and the protection is real.

Talk to a local installer who knows the area. Ask about their experience with your specific
neighborhood. In some parts of Austin, hail is worse because of the way storms track. A good

https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/asphalt-shingles-roof


contractor will know that. And do not be afraid to ask for references. A roof is too big an
investment to leave to chance.

At the end of the day, the best shingles for Austin are the ones that keep your home dry, stay on
in a storm, and do not break the bank. That balance is different for everyone. But with the right
information and a good installer, you can find a roof that lasts.


