Introduction

Distracted driving has become a thorn in the side of road safety. With the advent of smartphones and other
technologies, drivers are increasingly taking their attention away from the road. This trend not only endangers
lives but also complicates legal claims arising from car accidents. Understanding The Impact of Distracted Driving
on Legal Claims is vital for both victims and those responsible for such incidents. This article will explore how
distracted driving affects car accident claims, why having a skilled car accident attorney is crucial, and what steps

you can take if you find yourself involved in a crash due to someone else's negligence.

Understanding Distracted Driving

What is Distracted Driving?

Distracted driving refers to any activity that diverts attention from driving. This includes:

* Texting or talking on a cell phone

Eating or drinking

Adjusting the radio or GPS

Talking to passengers

These actions increase the likelihood of an accident significantly. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration (NHTSA), approximately 9% of fatal crashes involve distracted driving.

Statistics Surrounding Distracted Driving

To illustrate the gravity of the situation, let's look at some statistics:

| Year | Fatalities due to Distracted Driving | |------ |---mm e | | 2018 | 2,841 | | 2019 |
3,142 || 2020 | 3,142 |

As these numbers show, the problem is not getting better; it's getting worse. Each year, thousands lose their lives

due to distractions while behind the wheel.

The Role of Technology in Distracted Driving

How Smartphones Increase Risk

Smartphones are perhaps the most significant contributor to distracted driving today. Texting while driving

increases the risk of crashing by up to 23 times compared to undistracted driving.

In-Car Distractions: A Growing Concern

Modern vehicles often come equipped with advanced technology that may inadvertently distract drivers. Features

like infotainment systems can lead drivers into dangerous territories when they engage with them while driving.

The Impact of Distracted Driving on Legal Claims

Legal Implications for Drivers



If a driver causes an accident while distracted, they may face serious legal consequences. These can range from

traffic tickets to civil lawsuits.

Key Points:

* Negligence: The core principle in many car accident claims.

¢ Liability: Determining who is at fault can be complicated by distractions.

Insurance Claims and Payouts

When filing a claim after an accident caused by distracted driving, insurance companies may scrutinize every detail:

1. Was the driver texting?
2. Did they have passengers distracting them?

3. Are there witnesses who can corroborate?

Understanding how these factors play into car accident claims can help victims get fair compensation.

Why You Need a Car Accident Attorney

Navigating Complex Legal Waters

A skilled car accident lawyer can help you navigate issues related to distracted driving:

® Understanding liability
* Assessing damages

* Negotiating with insurance companies

Building Your Case with Evidence
Your attorney will need evidence showing that distraction played a role in your accident:

1. Phone records
2. Witness statements

3. Police reports

Each piece of evidence strengthens your case significantly.

Proving Distracted Driving in Court

Gathering Evidence Effectively

To prove that another driver was distracted, consider collecting:

® Photos from the scene
® Dashcam footage

® Testimonies from passengers or bystanders

This evidence could turn your case around, especially when working with a seasoned car crash attorney.

Expert Testimonies Can Make a Difference



Sometimes expert testimonies are necessary to explain how distractions impact reaction times and decision-

making processes while driving.

Common Types of Car Accident Claims Related to Distracted Driving

Rear-End Collisions

These are often caused by drivers who aren't paying attention and fail to stop in time.

Why Rear-End Accidents Are Common:

1. Low attention span.
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2. Speeding up while texting.

This type of claim usually hinges on proving negligence due to distraction.

T-Bone Accidents

Often occur at intersections where one driver runs a red light because they're distracted.

Legal Challenges:

1. Determining liability.

2. Insurance negotiations.

The Importance of Timely Legal Action

Statute of Limitations on Car Accident Claims

Every state has its own statute regarding how long you have to file a claim after an accident:
® Georgia typically allows two years for personal injury claims.

Failing to act within this timeframe could mean losing your right to seek compensation altogether.

Consultation with a Car Accident Lawyer: What You Need to Know

Initial Consultations: What To Expect?

Most attorneys offer free consultations where you can discuss your case's specifics without financial commitment.

Questions You Should Ask:

1. What experience do you have with distracted driving cases?
2. How will you communicate throughout the process?

3. What fees should | expect?

This initial meeting is crucial for assessing whether you'll work well together moving forward.

Potential Damages You May Claim After an Accident Due to
Distracted Driving
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Medical Expenses

Victims often incur high medical bills ranging from emergency room visits to ongoing rehabilitation costs.

Lost Wages

Injuries resulting from accidents may prevent victims from returning to work immediately or ever again—relief

offered through lost wage claims can be substantial.

Emotional Distress: A Hidden Cost

The psychological impact following an accident cannot be overlooked; PTSD or anxiety stemming from trauma

deserves acknowledgment during legal proceedings as well.

FAQs
Q1: What should I do if I'm involved in an accident caused by a distracted driver?

A1: Ensure everyone's safety first; call emergency services if necessary and gather information and evidence before

leaving the scene.
Q2: Can I file a claim if | was partially at fault?

A2: Yes! In many states including Georgia, you can still recover damages even if you're partially responsible under

comparative negligence laws.
Q3: How long does it usually take for car accident claims involving distracted driving?

A3: It varies widely based on complexity; simple cases might settle within months whereas others could take years

depending on court schedules and negotiations.
Q4: Do | need an attorney for my car accident claim?

A4: While it's possible to handle it yourself, hiring an experienced car injury lawyer often leads to more favorable

outcomes and larger settlements due to their expertise in navigating legal complexities.

Q5: How much does hiring a car crash lawyer cost? A5: Most personal injury lawyers work on contingency
fees—meaning they only get paid if you secure compensation; typically around 33% of your settlement amount

after expenses are deducted.

Q6: What happens if | miss my statute of limitations deadline? A6: Unfortunately, missing this deadline

generally means forfeiting your right to pursue legal action regarding your claim against negligent parties.

Conclusion

Distracted driving remains one of the leading causes of car accidents and poses unique challenges when it comes
time for victims seeking justice through legal means—hence understanding The Impact of Distracted Driving on
Legal Claims is invaluable not just for potential victims but also for those responsible behind the wheel who must

appreciate their actions' consequences fully as well!

Hiring qualified professionals such as Georgia personal injury attorneys or crash lawyers ensures that all aspects
are covered during this arduous process—allowing victims peace during recovery while pursuing rightful

compensation as needed!



This article captures critical elements regarding how distracted driving influences legal aspects surrounding
automobile accidents—and serves as both informative content tailored towards individuals seeking guidance

during tough times while also acting as resourceful material aimed directly at enhancing public awareness!



