Home Insurance Naples, FL: Wind Mitigation Credits You Might Miss

Living in Naples means sunshine, sea breezes, and—during hurricane season—serious wind. If you own a home
here, you probably already know wind mitigation impacts your premiums. But many homeowners still leave
money on the table because they don't claim—or don't even know about—certain wind mitigation credits. This
guide walks you through the most overlooked credits, how they work, and how to make sure your next Home

insurance Naples FL renewal reflects every upgrade you've made.

Why wind mitigation matters in Naples Naples sits in a high-wind region, and small business insurance naples
Florida insurers must offer discounts for specific construction features that reduce wind damage. These credits
can save hundreds to thousands per year on Home insurance Naples FL, especially when your home meets or
exceeds Florida Building Code standards. The key is documentation: most carriers require a wind mitigation
inspection—often using Florida's OIR-B1-1802 form—completed by a qualified inspector. While Florida law
doesn’t set a hard expiration, many insurers prefer an inspection within five years or after any major roof or

structural changes.

The most commonly missed wind mitigation credits Some of these are straightforward. Others are hidden in the

details—especially if your home was built or reroofed under newer codes.
1) Roof shape (hip roofs)

* What it is: A hip roof slopes down on all sides, with no vertical gable ends.
* Why it matters: Hip roofs are more aerodynamic, shedding wind better than gable designs.
* What to check: Your roof must be at least 90% hip to qualify. Many homeowners assume they have a hip

roof, but small gable sections can knock out the credit.

2) Roof covering and code year
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* What it is: The shingles, tiles, or metal panels attached to your roof deck, plus the building code under which
they were installed.

* Why it matters: Roof coverings installed to more recent Florida Building Codes (2007 and later, with updates

like 2010, 2015, 2020) usually qualify for credits due to stricter wind standards.
* What to check: Ask your roofer for a final invoice and permit details. Insurers like to see documentation
showing the product approval number and date of installation.
3) Roof deck attachment (nail size and spacing)
* What it is: How your roof sheathing is secured to the trusses—often measured by nail length, type, and
spacing.

* Why it matters: Upgrading from staples or 6d nails to 8d ring-shank nails, or tighter spacing (e.g., 6 inches

instead of 12 inches), can qualify for stronger credits.

® Pro tip: If you reroof, ask your contractor to re-nail the deck to meet the best available rating, then keep
photos and documentation for your wind mitigation report.

4) Roof-to-wall connections (clips, straps, or wraps)



* What it is: Metal connectors that tie the roof trusses to the walls to resist uplift.

e Why it matters: “Clips” are good; “single-strap” or “double-strap” connections are even better. More secure

connections earn larger discounts.

* What to check: Inspectors will look for visible metal connectors and how they're fastened (number of nails

and placement).
5) Secondary water resistance (SWR)
* What it is: A peel-and-stick underlayment or sealed roof deck that helps keep water out if the roof covering
fails.

* Why it matters: SWR is frequently overlooked yet can unlock a meaningful discount.

* What to check: If you installed a self-adhering underlayment (like peel-and-stick) during a reroof, make sure

it's noted on the invoice and shown in photos.
6) Opening protection—every opening counts
e What it is: Impact-rated or shuttered protection for all exterior openings: windows, exterior doors, sidelights,
garage doors, skylights, and glass block.

* Why it matters: Full protection across all openings can yield a top-tier credit. Partial coverage may not qualify.

e Common miss: Homeowners often protect windows but overlook the garage door rating or skylights. If either

is unprotected, you may not receive the highest discount level.
7) Gable end bracing

* What it is: Structural reinforcement for the vertical ends of gable roofs.

e Why it matters: Properly braced gables perform better in high winds, sometimes qualifying for credits where

carriers recognize the improvement.

* What to check: If your home has gables, ask your contractor or inspector if they meet current bracing

standards.
8) Roof geometry and overhangs

* What it is: Proportions of your roof and the size of eave/soffit overhangs.

* Why it matters: Certain geometries and properly installed soffits reduce uplift and water intrusion. While not

always a standalone credit, they influence overall risk and may support better pricing with some carriers.
9) Documentation quality

* What it is: Photos, permits, product approvals, and inspector statements.

* Why it matters: The same home can be rated differently if the inspection lacks clear proof. Well-documented

features prevent insurers from defaulting to lower credit levels.
How to capture these credits step-by-step
* Book a wind mitigation inspection: Use a licensed inspector familiar with Florida's OIR-B1-1802 form. If you

recently reroofed, schedule the inspection as soon as you have final permits.

e Gather paperwork: Permits, final invoices, product approvals, photos, and any engineering letters (e.g., for

gable bracing or garage door upgrades).

* Review your roof-to-wall connections: If accessible, ask the inspector to photograph connectors and
fasteners. If connections are borderline (e.g., missing a nail), a qualified contractor may be able to correct and

document.



* Confirm opening protection: Ensure every opening is either impact-rated or protected by approved shutters.

Don't forget garage doors and skylights.

e Share the report with your agent: An Independent insurance agency Naples FL or a trusted Naples FL

insurance broker can remarket your policy across multiple carriers that reward your home's features.
When to reconsider a reroof or retrofit

* Your roof is near end-of-life: Upgrading to FBC-compliant materials with SWR can combine multiple credits
at once.
® You have staples or weak deck attachment: Reroofing is the perfect time to re-nail the deck with 8d ring-

shank nails and tighten spacing.

* You lack opening protection: Installing impact windows/doors or rated shutters can dramatically affect

premiums and storm resilience.

® Roof-to-wall connections are minimal: In some cases, retrofit straps are possible. Ask a structural contractor

for feasibility and cost.

The role of your local insurance partner Navigating credits can be complex. A responsive Insurance agency
Naples FL can compare carriers, explain inspection outcomes, and identify which insurance quotes swfl
deltoroinsuranceswfl.com retrofits deliver the best return on investment. If you also need Flood insurance
Naples Florida for storm surge risk or want to coordinate umbrella coverage with Auto insurance Naples FL, an
agency that writes across lines can streamline everything. Many homeowners prefer working with an Independent
insurance agency Naples FL because it can shop multiple companies, whether you're exploring Life insurance
Naples FL, Commercial insurance Naples FL, Business insurance Naples FL, or even looking for Cheap car

insurance Naples FL for the family fleet.

A quick note on flood vs. Wind Wind mitigation credits only affect wind portions of homeowners premiums.
Flood is a separate policy. In parts of Collier County, flood risk is driven by storm surge and rainfall rather than
wind alone. Bundling advice from a single Naples FL insurance broker can ensure no gaps when both perils strike

in the same storm.
Common pitfalls to avoid

® Partial opening protection: One unprotected door or skylight can void top-tier credits.

® Missing documents: No permit or product approval? Expect reduced credits.

* Letting reports go stale: If your wind mitigation inspection is older than five years or you've made changes,
most insurers will request a new one.

* Assuming new equals compliant: Not all new roofs include SWR or the best nail patterns unless specified in

your contract.

Bottom line In Naples, wind mitigation isn't just code compliance—it's a strategy to lower your Home insurance
Naples FL costs while making your home more resilient. Start with a professional inspection, document

everything, and partner with a knowledgeable local agency to make sure every credit appears on your renewal.
Questions and Answers

Q1: How much can wind mitigation credits save on a homeowners policy in Naples? A1: Savings vary by carrier
and features but often range from 10% to over 40% on the wind portion of the premium. Homes with hip roofs,
SWR, strong roof-to-wall connections, and full opening protection typically see the Insurance agency most

significant discounts.
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Q2: Do | need a new wind mitigation inspection after a reroof? A2: Yes. Any major roof work should trigger a new
inspection so you can document updated features like SWR, deck attachment, or new code-compliant materials.

Most insurers prefer an inspection within five years.

Q3: Will shutters alone get me the top opening protection credit? A3: Only if every exterior opening is protected
by rated shutters or impact-rated products, including doors, skylights, and the garage door. Partial coverage

usually doesn't qualify for the highest credit.

Q4: Are flood improvements part of wind mitigation credits? A4: No. Flood mitigation doesn't influence wind
credits. Wind mitigation affects Home insurance Naples FL, while flood risk is covered insurance near naples fl

separately by Flood insurance Naples Florida.

Q5: Who should | contact to make sure I'm getting all available discounts? A5: Work with an Independent
insurance agency Naples FL or a Naples FL insurance broker. They can interpret your wind mitigation report,
gather missing documentation, and shop multiple carriers to maximize your discounts across homeowners and

related coverages like Auto insurance Naples FL and Business insurance Naples FL.
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