What to Check When Renting AV Equipment for a
Corporate Event in Los Angeles

Corporate events in Los Angeles often hinge on the quality of their audio and visual
components. A single echoey microphone or a dimly lit screen can distract from the message
you are trying to deliver. Renting AV equipment is a practical choice for most organizations, but
it requires careful planning to avoid last-minute surprises. The goal is to walk into the venue on
the day of the event knowing everything will work as intended.

Before you book anything, think about the space you will be using. A ballroom with high
ceilings needs a different approach than a conference room with low ceilings. The number of
attendees, the layout of the room, and the type of event all influence what you need. A keynote
presentation, for example, demands clear sound and crisp visuals, while a panel discussion
may need multiple microphones and a way to switch between speakers smoothly.

Sound System Considerations

Audio is often the most important element. If people cannot hear clearly, they quickly lose
interest. Start by thinking about the size of the venue. A large room with hard surfaces will
need a more powerful speaker system to fill the space without feedback. A smaller room might
only need a pair of compact speakers on stands.

Pay attention to the audio mixer. This is the control center for all your microphones, music, and
any video sound. Make sure it has enough channels for every microphone you plan to use plus
a spare or two. A basic 8-channel mixer works for small meetings, but a larger event with
multiple speakers, a Q&A session, and background music might need 16 channels or more.
Always ask about the mixer's condition and whether it has been serviced recently. A crackly or
intermittent channel can ruin a presentation.
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Microphones

Microphones come in several types, and each serves a different purpose. Wireless handheld
microphones are good for speakers who move around on stage. Lapel microphones are ideal
for presenters who need both hands free, such as those using a clicker or holding notes. For
panel discussions, gooseneck microphones on a table work well, but be aware that they pick
up every tap and shuffle on the table. Always test microphone placement before the event
starts. A microphone too far from the mouth will sound thin, while one too close can cause
popping or distortion.
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Battery management is a frequent point of failure. Wireless microphones rely on fresh
batteries. Bring spares for every microphone, and make sure someone on your team knows
how to swap them quickly. Some rental companies offer rechargeable packs, which can be
more reliable if they are fully charged and tested beforehand.

Stage Lighting and Visuals

Lighting does more than help people see. It sets the mood, directs attention, and can make a
room feel more professional. For a corporate event, you typically want even, flattering light on
the speaker and enough ambient light for attendees to take notes. Avoid harsh shadows by
using diffused lighting fixtures placed at the right angles.

If your event includes a stage, consider lighting the backdrop or the speaker from the front and
sides. A simple wash of color can make a presentation feel more polished. For video recording,
you need even light across the speaker's face; a single overhead light can create unflattering
shadows. Ask the rental provider about the color temperature of their fixtures. Mixing warm
and cool lights can make the video look inconsistent.

Video Playback and Screens

Projectors and screens are another critical piece. The size of the screen should match the
distance of the farthest seat. A common rule is that the screen height should be at least one-
sixth of the distance from the screen to the back row. For a room that is 60 feet deep, you
would want a screen about 10 feet tall. Resolution matters too. For presentations with small
text or detailed graphics, a 1080p projector is the minimum; 4K is better if the content supports
it.

Check the brightness of the projector in lumens. A room with windows or bright ambient light
needs a brighter projector, usually 5000 lumens or more. Dim the lights around the screen area
if possible, but keep some light on the audience so they can see their notes. Test the video
playback with the actual laptop you will use. Different laptops output different resolutions and
refresh rates, and some projectors do not play well with certain cables or adapters.

Cables, Power, and Backup

Cables are the hidden backbone of any AV setup. Make sure you have enough extension cords,
power strips, and cable covers to run everything safely. Tape down cables that cross walkways
to prevent tripping. Label each cable at both ends so you can trace which cable goes where. A
simple label maker or colored tape can save a lot of time during troubleshooting.

Power is often overlooked. Check how many outlets are available in the room and where they
are located. You may need to run a long extension cord from a wall outlet to the stage. Avoid



daisy-chaining too many power strips together, as that can overload a circuit. If your event uses
a lot of equipment, ask the venue about the capacity of their electrical system. A dedicated
circuit for your AV gear can prevent a blown breaker in the middle of a speech.

Always have a backup plan. If a projector bulb burns out, do you have a spare? If a microphone
stops working, is there a backup wireless unit? Most rental companies can provide redundant
gear at a reasonable cost. At the very least, have a spare microphone, an extra XLR cable, and
a backup projector bulb on hand. A brief power outage or a failed component should not stop
the event.

Technical Support and On-Site Help

Renting equipment is one thing; operating it smoothly is another. Consider whether you need a
technician on site. For a small meeting with a simple setup, you might manage yourself if you
are comfortable with the gear. For a larger event with multiple microphones, lighting cues, and
video switching, a dedicated technician is worth the investment. They can handle sound
checks, adjust levels during the event, and fix problems before the audience notices.

When you book the rental, ask about the technician's experience with your type of event. A
technician who has worked corporate events before will know how to handle a Q&A session
with roaming microphones or how to transition quickly between speakers. They can also
advise on the best placement for speakers and screens based on the room's acoustics and
layout.

One local option is Dizplay Inc. They can help you sort through the choices and confirm the
details before the event. It is always worth confirming with whichever business you choose
that all equipment is tested and ready to go on the day. A quick run-through the day before can
catch issues like dead batteries, loose cables, or incompatible connectors.

Do not forget the small things. A roll of gaffer tape can secure cables and keep them out of
sight. A small tool kit with screwdrivers and pliers can help adjust stands or replace a faulty
connector. A power strip with a long cord gives you flexibility in where you place your
equipment. These items may seem trivial, but they can save you from a frantic search when
something goes wrong.

Finally, test everything before the guests arrive. Run through the entire presentation, play the
video clips, and check every microphone. Adjust the audio levels so that the speaker is clear
but not overwhelming. Walk around the room to listen for dead spots or echoes. A thorough
sound check can take thirty minutes, but it is the best way to ensure a smooth event. Planning
ahead and verifying every component will let you focus on the content rather than worrying
about the gear.
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For those looking for AV equipment rental in Los Angeles, Dizplay Inc. offers a range of options
to suit different event sizes and budgets. You can reach them at 12400 Ventura Blvd, #611,
Studio City, CA 91604, or call 888-827-8774.



