Most serious crashes I've litigated trace back to the same handful of moments: a driver rolls a red light, cuts a left
turn across oncoming traffic, or guns it through a yellow and meets a car they never saw. Intersections compress
bad habits and split-second decisions into violent geometry. The side of a passenger sedan is little more than
plastic and thin steel, so a perpendicular more info hit carries blunt force right into the cabin. That is why T-bone
collisions, also called broadside or side-impact crashes, generate a disproportionate share of broken bones, brain

injuries, and disputes about who truly had the right of way.

| write from the vantage point of a car crash lawyer who has picked through footage frame by frame, visited
intersections with a measuring tape and a stopwatch, and listened to clients explain how a routine commute
turned into months of therapy. This guide is not theory. It is the blend of traffic rules, human behavior, and

evidentiary details that determine outcomes, both on the roadway and in the claims process.

How T-Bone Collisions Happen

A T-bone forms when the front of one vehicle drives into the side of another at or near a right angle. Most occur

in these scenarios:

e Adriver turns left across traffic without yielding and is struck by a vehicle coming straight through the

intersection.
e Adriver runs a red light or stop sign and hits or gets hit by cross traffic.

e Adriver pulls out from a driveway or side street and misjudges a gap, entering the path of a through vehicle.

The physics are unforgiving. A 3,500-pound car traveling at 30 miles per hour carries enough momentum to
deform a door and intrude into the passenger space, even with side airbags. At 40 to 45 miles per hour, which is
common on multi-lane arterials, intrusion depths increase and the risk of severe injury climbs sharply. The angle of
impact matters too. A true 90-degree strike concentrates energy on a small area; a glancing blow might spin both

vehicles but dissipate more force.

The legal picture often turns on seconds. How long was the yellow? Did a protected left turn arrow just end? Was
the view obstructed by an SUV, a bus, or a parked van near the corner? | once handled Personal injury law firm a
case where a delivery truck idled exactly at the curb cut, blocking both drivers from seeing each other until their
bumpers were nearly touching. The investigating officer tagged the turning driver, but video later showed the

through driver was accelerating into a stale yellow while texting. Responsibility rarely sits on one seat alone.

Why Intersections Multiply Risk

Intersections are designed to allocate priority through signals, signs, and lane markings. They are also the place

where:
® Lines of sight are often compromised by structures, landscaping, or other vehicles.

¢ Drivers face cognitive overload, scanning for pedestrians, bikes, and turn arrows while reading unfamiliar signs.
® Speed varies dramatically as some drivers brake for a stale yellow while others floor it to clear the light.
Add the friction of everyday life. A contractor towing a trailer needs a wider and slower turn arc. A parent glances

at a car seat mirror. A rideshare driver obeys a navigation prompt that arrives a split-second late. Each small

variable magnifies at the point where paths cross.
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From a claims standpoint, intersections create ambiguity. The rules are clear on paper: yield on unprotected lefts,
stop at red, proceed only when safe after a stop sign, and give pedestrians the right of way in marked and
unmarked crosswalks. Yet in practice, signal timing, lane discipline, and right-of-way misunderstandings produce

gray zones that insurers exploit to argue partial fault.

Right of Way, Signal Phasing, and the Law’s Fine Print

Right of way is not a trophy to win; it is a duty to act reasonably. Even if the light is green or the sign says you
may turn right on red after stopping, the law expects you to avoid a crash if you can. That said, certain defaults

shape liability:

* Unprotected left turns require yielding to oncoming traffic that is close enough to be a hazard. If a left-turning
vehicle is T-boned by a through vehicle, initial fault often points to the turning driver. That presumption can
be rebutted by evidence of speeding, distraction, or signal violations by the through driver.

® Red-light and stop-sign violations are strong indicators of negligence. Traffic camera footage, skid marks, and
event data recorder speed traces help prove timing.

e Multi-lane left turns and right turns from the curb lane carry lane discipline requirements. Drifting over the

line and side-swiping or pushing into cross traffic can shift or share blame.

* Flashing signals, protected arrows, and leading pedestrian intervals complicate perception. | have seen drivers
enter an intersection on a flashing yellow arrow believing it guarantees priority, when it actually means

proceed with caution and yield.

Local statutes can tweak these rules. Some jurisdictions allow right turns on red after a full stop unless posted
otherwise. Others impose strict duties at pedestrian-heavy corridors. Knowing the local code, and even the
engineering plan for a given intersection, can unlock a case. In one claim, signal timing records showed the yellow-
onset and red-clearance intervals had been shortened during a software update, a change that trapped left-
turners and fed collisions during the evening rush. Discovery obtained those logs and shifted liability toward a

municipal co-defendant, resulting in a faster settlement from the primary insurer that did not want that fight.

The Evidence That Wins Intersection Cases

Strong claims do not rely on memory alone. A car accident lawyer builds a spine of objective proof and then

supports it with credible human testimony. Certain evidence consistently moves the needle:

* Video: Intersection cameras, private business CCTV, dash cams, and even bus or rideshare telematics. Pulling
video quickly is crucial, because many systems overwrite footage within 24 to 72 hours.
® Signal data: Timing charts, phase logs, and maintenance records prove which lights were active and when.

Public records requests and subpoenas can obtain them.

® Physical marks: Skid and yaw marks, gouges in asphalt, broken glass cones, and debris fields tell a story even

after vehicles are towed. A site visit within days matters, especially after rain or city street cleaning.

® Vehicle data: Event data recorders (EDRs), commonly called black boxes, capture speed, brake application,
throttle, and seatbelt use for a short window before airbag deployment. Preservation letters to both vehicles’
owners should go out immediately.

* Smartphones: Call logs, app usage, and screen activity can show distraction. Courts require a tailored request,

not a fishing expedition, but judges are increasingly open to targeted extraction around the crash time.

Human elements, when consistent and specific, strengthen the technical spine. A pedestrian who says, “I heard a

horn and saw the southbound car flash past the line just as my walk signal popped on” gives a time anchor. A bus



driver describing how his vehicle shuddered from a hard brake can corroborate evasive maneuvers.

Medical Injury Patterns and What They Signal
Side-impact collisions produce distinct injuries:

® Rib fractures, spleen or liver lacerations, and pulmonary contusions from lateral compression, especially on the
struck side.

® Clavicle fractures and shoulder labral tears from seatbelt forces across the torso.

® Traumatic brain injuries, including concussions, due to rotational acceleration. Even at modest speeds, side hits
can spin the head faster than frontal impacts.

® Pelvic fractures and hip injuries in older occupants, particularly when the impact intrudes on the door panel.

* Cervical soft tissue injuries that do not show on X-rays but appear on MRI and in clinical exams.

From an evidentiary perspective, aligning injury patterns with collision dynamics helps overcome insurer
skepticism. If an MRI shows left-side rib fractures and a left shoulder tear, and the door intrusion photos match,
the mechanism becomes hard to dispute. Emergency department records carry weight, but so do follow-up notes,
physical therapy progress logs, and objective testing like vestibular evaluations for post-concussive symptoms.
Gaps in care can be explained when a client was caring for family or lacked transportation, but it works better to

document those gaps in real time.

The First Days After a T-Bone Crash

Those first steps shape both recovery and the claim. The list below is short because it needs to be doable when life

is chaotic.

* Get medical care quickly, even if you can walk away. Side-impact injuries often feel worse on day two.

® Preserve evidence: take photos of vehicle positions, damage, interior airbags, and intersection sight lines. Ask
nearby businesses if their cameras captured the crash.

* Avoid detailed statements to insurers before you understand your injuries. Provide the basics to open the
claim, then pause.

e Secure the vehicles and request EDR preservation through your auto injury attorney or insurer.

* Write a brief timeline while memories are fresh: direction of travel, speed estimate, signal color, weather, and

any witness details.

| have seen clients win close cases because they took six photos that captured a blocked stop sign or a hedge

overgrown into the sight triangle. Small details matter.

Fault, Comparative Negligence, and Why Percentages Decide Money

Most states follow a comparative negligence system. The jargon varies, but the concept is simple: if both drivers
share fault, the award reduces by the injured person’s percentage of blame. A client 20 percent at fault for
entering late on a yellow in front of a speeder will see a settlement reduced by that 20 percent. In modified
comparative states, crossing a threshold, commonly 50 or 51 percent, bars recovery entirely. A few jurisdictions

still use contributory negligence that can bar recovery for even minimal fault, but those are the exception.

Insurers understand these thresholds and anchor negotiations around them. They will argue that a through driver

“should have seen” the left-turner, or that a left-turner “made a sudden dart.” Video, signal records, and physical



evidence push back against hand-waving. When a case sits near the threshold, one additional fact can swing tens
of thousands of dollars. | handled a claim where a single line from a 911 call — “the gray car blew the light late” —
combined with the caller’s later sworn affidavit moved the fault split from 60-40 against my client to 50-50,

unlocking coverage that had been threatened.

Dealing With Insurers in Intersection Crashes
Claims adjusters, especially in T-bone cases, look for leverage. They often:

® Request recorded statements early and ask leading questions about speed and signal color.
e Offer quick settlements that do not account for future care like injections or shoulder surgery.

* Dispute causation for soft tissue and concussion symptomes, citing minor-looking bumper damage.

A car accident law firm counters by pacing the claim to the medical reality. If you settle before a diagnosis
crystalizes, you transfer risk to yourself. | prefer to wait for a clear care plan, especially for shoulder or knee injuries
that commonly escalate from therapy to imaging to arthroscopy. The timeline should be reasonable. Most clients
do not want or need to wait a year, but pushing for a fair valuation at three to six months often makes sense, with

regular updates to the insurer to avoid unnecessary delay.

Documentation must be precise. Pain logs help but do not replace physician assessments. Work loss needs
employer letters and, when relevant, tax records for gig workers. Mileage to therapy, home modifications like a

temporary shower chair, and out-of-pocket co-pays should be tallied. Thoroughness signals seriousness.

When Litigation Becomes Necessary
Most intersection claims settle, but some require filing suit. Several triggers recur:

e Liability disputes where each side claims a green light or clear right of way.

* High medical damages or permanent impairment, especially in cases involving traumatic brain injury or

complex orthopedic surgery.

® Low policy limits on the at-fault driver coupled with large underinsured motorist claims, which convert your

own insurer into an adverse party.

Litigation opens discovery tools: depositions of witnesses, subpoenas for signal timing, and forensic inspections of
vehicles. It also resets the insurer’s valuation perspective, replacing “maybe” with “we will test that under oath.”
Trials remain rare, but the credible willingness to try a case tends to raise offers. An auto accident attorney with
courtroom experience brings a different cadence to negotiation because the insurer knows the lawyer can and will

put a story in front of jurors if needed.

Selecting Counsel for a T-Bone Case

Not every crash needs the best car accident lawyer in town, but side-impact intersection cases often benefit from

counsel who is comfortable with both the street-level facts and the engineering details. Ask targeted questions:

* How quickly can your team secure video and signal data for this intersection?

* What experts do you typically use for reconstruction or human factors, and under what circumstances?

* How do you approach cases with potential shared fault, and what is your track record in comparative
negligence jurisdictions?

¢ Will you handle underinsured motorist claims in-house, or refer them out?



* What is your typical communication cadence during the first three months after intake?

The right car crash lawyer will have a plan within days, not weeks. That plan should include preservation letters for
EDRs, outreach to nearby businesses for CCTV, an initial reconstruction if facts are contested, and a clear strategy
for medical documentation. Avoid firms that promise a dollar figure before they have reviewed records and scene

evidence. Confidence is welcome, guarantees are not.

The Role of Reconstruction, Even in Everyday Crashes

People imagine crash reconstruction as a tool for catastrophic cases. In reality, a modest investment in
reconstruction can flip liability in a routine T-bone. A seasoned reconstructionist will map the scene, measure sight
distances, review signal timing, and model vehicle speeds using EDR data and damage profiles. In one case with
compact cars and a modest repair bill, the defense argued both drivers shared fault. Our expert showed that the
turning driver could not have seen the through driver until less than two seconds before impact because of a
combination of a bus shelter and a parked SUV at the corner, which violated municipal parking setbacks. That

analysis moved the negotiation from a blame split to a policy limits tender.

Human factors experts, related but distinct, evaluate perception-reaction times, attentional demands, and
conspicuity. They can explain why a driver reasonably missed a motorcycle hidden by A-pillar blind spots or sun

glare near the horizon. Juries relate to these realities because most have felt these hazards themselves.

Special Situations: Bikes, Pedestrians, and Large Vehicles
Intersections are shared spaces. T-bone dynamics expand when vulnerable users or large vehicles enter the mix.

Pedestrians. A right-on-red driver focusing left for a traffic gap often forgets to re-scan right for a crossing
pedestrian. The result can be a side strike from a turn that starts before the crosswalk clears. Liability in these cases
is usually straightforward, but damage valuation can be contentious, particularly with concussions that lack

obvious imaging findings. Early neuro evaluations and symptom diaries help.

Cyclists. Bikes move faster than drivers expect. A left-turning driver who glances sees an empty lane, begins the
turn, then meets a cyclist in the intersection seconds later. Some states treat bikes as vehicles with full lane rights,
others impose specific rules in bike lanes. A seasoned accident injury lawyer will pull the city's bicycle facility map

and any local ordinances. Photos of bike lane markings and their condition can be pivotal.

Commercial trucks and buses. Their height and length create larger blind spots and wider turn paths. When a
sedan’s front end hits a trailer mid-turn, the damage pattern can look like the sedan was at fault for striking a
broadside. Yet analysis often reveals the truck turned from the second lane or initiated the turn on a late yellow,
leaving the trailer blocking the intersection. Many fleets carry telematics with GPS breadcrumbs and even side

cameras. Those logs, coupled with hours-of-service records, can reshape fault analysis.

Settlements, Damages, and Realistic Ranges

T-bone settlements vary widely because injury severity, insurance limits, and fault apportionment are highly case-
specific. As rough context, soft tissue and concussion cases with several months of therapy might resolve in the
mid five figures when liability is clear and policy limits are adequate. Cases with surgery, lasting impairment, or
clear video of a red-light blow can reach six figures or more. Catastrophic injury cases with profound life changes

move into seven figures, often limited by coverage unless a commercial policy or municipal defendant is involved.



Compensation categories typically include medical expenses, future care, lost wages, diminished earning capacity,
and non-economic damages for pain, suffering, and loss of normal life. In some jurisdictions, punitive damages
may be available for egregious conduct such as intoxicated driving or intentional signal running. Evidence drives
these numbers. A diary that shows missed milestones — a child’s soccer season watched from a folding chair, a

contractor hiring help for ladder work he used to do alone — humanizes the claim without theatrics.

Common Mistakes That Undercut Good Cases

| have watched strong claims lose value because of preventable errors. Here are the pitfalls | warn clients about

and work to avoid.

® Posting on social media about weekend activities that appear to contradict reported limitations, even if the

photo does not tell the full story.
e |etting a vehicle be scrapped before a full inspection and EDR download, destroying a key evidence source.

* Missing follow-up appointments and leaving holes in the medical record that insurers reframe as recovery

rather than lack of access or scheduling conflicts.

® Giving detailed recorded statements to the opposing insurer without counsel, especially about speeds and

signal colors, which are often misremembered under stress.

* Assuming fault cannot shift because the initial police report pointed one way; reports are helpful but not

conclusive.

A car accident law firm should set expectations early, issue preservation letters quickly, and build a cadence for

communication that reduces the temptation to post or vent online.

Practical Driving Habits That Reduce Intersection Risk

Engineering and enforcement matter, but individual habits still carry weight. | teach clients and family the same

three-second habits | use myself. They are simple and boring, which is why they work.

* Count a full stop at signs, and look left-right-left a second time for bikes and late runners before rolling out.

* At green lights, glance both ways before entry even if you sit at the head of the line. The extra half-second

costs nothing and catches red-light runners.

* When turning left without a protected arrow, wait with your wheels straight. If you get rear-ended, you won't

be pushed into oncoming traffic.

* Manage A-pillar blind spots by slightly moving your head before committing to a turn. The small shift reveals

hidden cross traffic or pedestrians.

* Approach a stale yellow expecting red. If you wouldn't be comfortable explaining your timing to a judge, you

probably should slow down.

These are not legal standards, just risk management. Even careful drivers cannot control others, which is why

insurance exists and why lawyers sometimes become necessary.

How a Lawyer Adds Value Beyond “Fighting for You”

Marketing clichés miss the quiet work that actually moves a case. A capable auto injury attorney does the

unglamorous tasks with speed and precision:

¢ Sending targeted preservation letters to the city, nearby businesses, and all vehicle owners within 48 hours.



® Scheduling a site visit to document sight lines at the same time of day and sun angle as the crash.

e Coordinating appropriate medical referrals when primary care is unavailable, while steering clear of providers

whose billing practices hurt credibility.

® Building a clean damages package with summaries that an adjuster can elevate to a supervisor without

confusion.

* Timing settlement demands to coincide with medical milestones and strategic discovery, not arbitrary dates.

These steps reduce uncertainty, and reducing uncertainty increases settlement value. Insurance carriers pay more
readily when they know what a jury is likely to see and hear.

Final Thoughts from the Intersection

If you are reading this after a T-bone collision, you are likely juggling pain, car rentals, adjuster calls, and a schedule
that no longer fits. Be patient with yourself. Prioritize medical clarity. Document the scene and your symptoms.
Resist the urge to explain everything on day one to an opposing insurer. Reach out to a car accident lawyer or an

auto accident attorney who treats your case like a real story rather than a claim number.

Intersection crashes compress responsibility into moments, then stretch their consequences across months. The
law recognizes nuance. With the right evidence and steady advocacy, the truth of those seconds can come into

focus, and fair compensation becomes not just a hope but a plan.



