Understanding Radon Mitigation Cost St Louis
Homeowners Need to Know

Why Cost Varies So Much in the St. Louis Area

When you get a radon test result back showing levels above the EPA action guideline of 4
pCi/L, the first question most people ask is "How much will this cost?" The answer is rarely a
single number. For a homeowner in St. Louis County, the range can span from around eight
hundred dollars to over three thousand, depending on several factors that are unique to your
house. | have worked with dozens of families in this region, and the single biggest variable is
the foundation type.

If your home sits on a basement slab, the solution is often simpler than a house with a
crawlspace or a partial basement. The most common approach is sub-slab depressurization,
which involves drilling a hole through the basement slab, digging out a small pit beneath it, and
running a vent pipe from that pit up through the house to the roof. A fan system is installed on
that pipe to create continuous suction, pulling radon-laden air from the soil before it can enter
the living space. That setup, for a straightforward slab foundation, typically falls in the lower
end of the cost range. But if you have a crawlspace, the soil suction system might need
multiple suction points or a different fan configuration, and that raises the cost. That is where
understanding radon mitigation cost st louis becomes more nuanced.

Foundation Type and Accessibility

| have been inside crawlspaces that are three feet high with dirt floors and no vapor barrier. In
those conditions, a licensed mitigator might install a heavy-duty polyethylene sheet over the
soil, seal it to the foundation walls, and then run a vent pipe from under that sheet to a fan
system. The sealant around the edges and any penetrations has to be thorough, otherwise the
vacuum effect is lost. That extra labor and material adds to the final bill. For a house with a
basement slab, the work is more contained, but if the slab has multiple cracks or a sump pit,
the sealing work increases. Every gap is a potential entry point for radon, and a good
contractor will address those before installing the pipe and fan.

The type of fan system also matters. Some fans are designed for direct outdoor mounting,
others for indoor installation with a vent to the outside. The fan itself is a modest part of the
overall cost, but the wiring and proper termination through the roof can add more. In St. Louis
County, where the soil is often heavy clay and the water table can be high, the pit under the slab
might need to be deeper to maintain good air flow. That extra digging and disposal of soil is
another cost factor.



Testing First: What You Pay for Before Mitigation

Before any mitigation work begins, you need a reliable radon test. Many homeowners start with
a charcoal canister test from a hardware store, which costs around fifteen to thirty dollars.
Those are useful for a screening, but they can be affected by placement and weather. For a
more definitive result before spending thousands on mitigation, many people hire a
professional to do a two-day test using a continuous radon monitor. That service typically runs
between one hundred and fifty and three hundred dollars. A continuous radon monitor gives
you hour-by-hour readings and is less prone to tampering or error. Some testing companies,
like Air Sense Environmental, offer both testing and mitigation, so you can get a radon testing
appointment and a mitigation quote from the same team. That can simplify the process and
sometimes save you money if the testing fee is waived or discounted when you proceed with
the mitigation work.

But do not skip the test. | have seen homes where the radon levels were under 2 pCi/L one
month and over 8 pCi/L the next, especially after heavy rain or when the ground freezes and
thaws. Testing gives you a baseline. The EPA recommends testing every two years, or after any
major renovation that affects the foundation. For a home that has never been tested, the first
test is the most important.

Breaking Down the Cost Range for St. Louis Homes

To give you a realistic picture, let me walk through the typical components of a mitigation
quote for a St. Louis home. The labor to drill through the basement slab and excavate the pit is
usually a few hundred dollars. The vent pipe, which is typically four-inch PVC, and the roof
flashing and boot add another hundred or two. The fan system itself can cost anywhere from
two hundred to six hundred dollars, depending on the capacity and brand. Then there is the
electrical work to power the fan, which might be a simple plug-in or a hardwired circuit. That
can add another one to three hundred dollars. Finally, the sealant for cracks and gaps, and the
labor to apply it, adds more. When you add it all up, the radon mitigation cost st louis

homeowners face usually falls between nine hundred and twenty-five hundred dollars. For very
complex homes with multiple suction points or a large crawlspace, it can reach thirty-five
hundred.

Some homeowners wonder if an electrostatic precipitator or an air filter can solve the problem.
Those devices can reduce airborne particles, but they do not stop radon gas from entering the
home. The only proven method for reducing high radon levels is soil suction, which is what
sub-slab depressurization and other vent pipe systems do. The fan system runs continuously,
and the only ongoing cost is the electricity to run the fan, which is typically fifty to one hundred
dollars a year. That is a small price compared to the health risk of long-term radon exposure.


https://radoncoststlouis.com/

Getting a Mitigation Quote That Fits Your Home

When you call a company like Air Sense Environmental for a mitigation quote, they will ask
about your home's foundation type, the radon levels from your test, and any known cracks or
openings in the slab. They may also ask about the type of heating and cooling system, because
some systems can affect air pressure in the house. A good contractor will not give you a firm
price over the phone without at least seeing pictures or doing a site visit. If someone quotes
you a flat rate without any information about your home, be cautious. The real cost depends on
what they find when they open up the slab or get into the crawlspace.

| have seen quotes that were too low because the contractor planned to use a small fan that
would not pull enough suction for a large basement. | have also seen quotes that were too high
because the contractor assumed the worst without looking. A licensed mitigator should be
able to give you a realistic range after a brief inspection. The cost range for a standard
basement slab in St. Louis County is usually between twelve hundred and eighteen hundred
dollars. For a crawlspace, it is often between eighteen hundred and twenty-five hundred. For a
home with a combination of slab and crawlspace, or a home with a finished basement where
the piping has to be hidden, the cost can go higher.

What About Radon Levels Below 4 pCi/L?

The EPA says you should fix your home if the radon level is 4 pCi/L or higher. But many experts
recommend mitigation if the level is between 2 and 4, especially if you have children or spend a
lot of time in the basement. The cost is the same whether your level is 4 or 40, so some
homeowners choose to mitigate even at lower levels for peace of mind. The radon mitigation
cost st louis area is not likely to drop significantly in the near future, because the labor and
materials are stable. If you have a test result above 4, it is worth getting a quote now rather
than waiting.

Final Practical Advice

If you are shopping for a mitigation contractor, ask for references and check that they are
licensed. In Missouri, radon mitigation contractors are not required to be licensed by the state,
but many hold national certifications through the National Radon Proficiency Program or
similar bodies. Air Sense Environmental is one of the local companies that carries those
credentials. Ask about the warranty on the fan system and the workmanship. Most fans come
with a five-year warranty, and a good contractor will offer at least a one-year warranty on the
installation.

Also, ask if they will do a post-mitigation test to confirm the radon levels have dropped. That
test should be done at least twenty-four hours after the system is running, and it should use a



continuous radon monitor for accuracy. Some companies include that test in the price, others
charge extra. Knowing that upfront helps you compare quotes fairly.

Radon is a serious health risk, but it is also a fixable problem. The cost is a one-time
investment in your home and your family's health. With the right information and a competent
contractor, you can get a system that works and a price that makes sense for your situation.



