
Why Experience Matters When Choosing a New
Construction Roofer Austin TX

What Makes New Construction Roofing Different
When I first started in roofing back in the mid-2000s, I learned quickly that new construction
work is nothing like replacing an old roof. On a replacement job, you are working with an
existing structure. You can see the decking, you know what you are up against. But with new
construction, everything is raw. The framing might still be adjusting to the load. The decking is
fresh OSB or plywood that has not had time to settle. The roofer has to coordinate with
framers, electricians, and HVAC crews. It is a different rhythm entirely. That is why searching
for a "new construction roofer austin tx" is not something you want to rush.

New construction roofing demands a roofer who understands how to install a system that will
perform for decades, not just pass a final inspection. In Austin, the climate puts serious stress
on roofs. Heat, humidity, and occasional hail mean the materials and installation methods have
to be right from day one. A roofer who has been doing this work since 2008 in this market
knows the local building code, the typical soil conditions that affect foundation settlement, and
how to work with the City of Austin building code requirements. That local knowledge is
something you cannot get from a national outfit that flies in crews for a few months.

The Materials Matter More Than You Think
One thing that separates experienced roofers from new crews is how they handle material
selection. A good roofer does not just grab whatever is cheapest at the lumber yard. They look
at the whole system. For example, GAF has been a leader in residential roofing for years, and
their architectural shingles offer a clean look with good wind resistance. But CertainTeed and
Owens Corning also make high-quality asphalt shingles that hold up well in Texas heat. TAMKO
and Malarkey Roofing have their own strengths, especially in modified bitumen systems for
low-slope roofs on ADUs or accessory buildings.

The underlayment is just as critical. In new construction, you have a chance to install a proper
roofing underlayment before the shingles go on. Products like Ice and Water Shield from GAF
provide a secondary barrier against wind-driven rain, which is common during Austin
thunderstorms. I have seen too many new roofs fail at the eaves because the roofer skipped
the ice and water shield or used a cheap felt instead. A roofer who knows their materials will
also make sure the ridge vent is installed correctly so the attic breathes. Without proper
ventilation, heat builds up and shortens the life of the shingles.

Details That Separate Good from Great



When I work with a roofer on a new home, I pay close attention to the flashings and trim. The
soffit, fascia, and drip edge all need to be installed with the right nailing pattern and the right
overlap. Roofing nails should be long enough to penetrate the decking and grab the framing,
but not so long that they split the wood. A roofer who uses ring-shank nails on a high-wind
zone like Austin is showing they care about longevity. That kind of attention to detail is what
you get from a roofer who has been on job sites for years, not someone who learned from a
YouTube video last week.

Another detail that gets overlooked is the roof-to-wall flashing. In new construction, the house
wrap and the roofing underlayment need to tie together at the eaves and rakes. If that
connection is sloppy, water can get behind the siding and cause rot. I have seen that happen
on houses less than five years old. The homeowner never knows until the damage is done. A
roofer who has dealt with those failures knows exactly where to focus.

Energy Efficiency and Code Compliance
Austin Energy offers rebates for energy-efficient roofing, and the City of Austin building code
has specific requirements for cool roofs. A cool roof coating or reflective shingles can reduce
the surface temperature of the roof by twenty degrees or more in the summer. That lowers the
cooling load on the house and saves money. But not all shingles qualify. You need products
that carry the Energy Star label, and you need a roofer who can install them correctly so they do
not void the warranty.

Then there is the IRMA system, or Inverted Roof Membrane Assembly, which is sometimes
used on flat roofs for modern homes. It places the insulation above the waterproofing layer,
protecting the membrane from temperature swings and UV exposure. That is a specialty
installation. A roofer who has not done it before can easily get it wrong, leading to leaks and
thermal bridging. An experienced "new construction roofer austin tx" will know when IRMA is
appropriate and when a more conventional system works better.

Working with the Whole Team
New construction is a team effort. The roofer shows up after the framers are done, but before
the siding and windows go in, ideally. That window is tight. If the roofer is late, the siding crew
has to wait, and the whole schedule slips. A roofer who has been on Austin job sites since the
late 2000s knows how to schedule around the weather and the other trades. They also know
which inspectors from the city like to check certain details. That experience saves everyone
time and money.

I have also seen roofers who treat the job as a race. They rush the nailing pattern, they skip the
drip edge, they use roofing nails that are too short. They pass inspection because the inspector
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does not check every nail, but five years later the shingles start lifting in a windstorm. That is
the difference between a roofer who does new construction as a sideline and one who makes
it their focus. When you look for a "new construction roofer austin tx", you want someone who
treats every roof as their own.

The Value of Third-Party Certification
Some roofers carry certifications from manufacturers like GAF or from organizations like
Home Innovation Research Labs. Those certifications mean the roofer has passed training on
specific systems and installation methods. It is not a guarantee, but it is a good sign. A roofer
who is GAF-certified, for example, has to follow that manufacturer's installation guidelines,
which are based on decades of lab and field testing. That matters when you are building a
house you plan to live in for thirty years.

Certified roofers also tend to use better materials. They stock the right roofing underlayment,
the right ridge vent, and the right fasteners. They do not substitute cheap felt for ice and water
shield. They know that a low-cost shortcut today means a callback tomorrow. And in new
construction, callbacks are expensive because fixing a roof on a finished house is much harder
than getting it right the first time.

What to Look for in a Roofer
If you are building a new home in Austin, here are a few things to ask a potential roofer:

How many years have you been installing roofs on new construction in this area?

Do you carry any manufacturer certifications, such as from GAF or CertainTeed?

What underlayment do you use, and do you install ice and water shield at the eaves?

How do you handle ventilation, ridge vents, and soffit intake?

Can you provide references from recent new construction projects?

The answers to those questions will tell you more than any ad or website. A roofer who
hesitates or gives vague answers is likely not the right fit. A roofer who can point to specific
houses they have done, who knows the difference between a cool roof coating and a standard
shingle, and who talks about ridge vents and drip edge without being prompted, that is the
roofer you want.

The Bottom Line
New construction roofing is not a commodity. It is a system that has to work together from the
decking up. The roofer you choose affects the comfort, energy cost, and durability of your
home for decades. Take the time to find a "new construction roofer austin tx" who has the



experience, the certifications, and the local knowledge to do the job right. It is one of the best
investments you can make in your new home.


