"Hemp" on a label can sound like a legal answer. It isn't. Hemp status describes how a cannabis-derived product
may fit within a particular legal definition; it does not, by itself, prove that the product is legal everywhere,

accurately labeled, or safe to use.

That distinction matters as federal lawmakers revise the definition of hemp. The change puts fresh attention on
total THC versus delta-9 THC, how THCA is counted, and a new 0.4 mg per-container THC cap in the
amended federal definition. For consumers, the practical question is not just “Does this say hemp?” It is "What

does the law count, what does this batch test at, and which rules apply where | live?”

What “hemp status” means—and what it doesn’t

Under the familiar federal framework established by the 2018 Farm Bill, hemp is cannabis and its derivatives with
no more than 0.3% delta-9 THC on a dry-weight basis. Cannabis that falls outside the hemp definition is generally
treated as marijuana under federal controlled-substance law, subject to the details of the law and other legal
exceptions.

That familiar threshold has helped shape a market for CBD, hemp-derived delta-8 THC, THCA flower, and other
cannabinoid products. But it has also encouraged a narrow reading: if a product’s delta-9 THC is below 0.3%, some

sellers have presented it as hemp, even when it contains substantial THCA or other intoxicating cannabinoids.

In plain language, “hemp status” is a classification question—not a universal permission slip. It does not

automatically mean that a product:

® |s permitted under your state or local law.

* Meets food, supplement, labeling, or marketing requirements.
* Will not cause intoxication or a positive drug test.

® Has been tested accurately or is free from contaminants.

*  Will remain within the same legal definition as federal rules change.

These are basic product-legality distinctions, but they get blurred in advertising. “Farm Bill compliant” or “legal

hemp” may describe a seller’s interpretation—not a regulator’s approval of that particular product.

The federal hemp definition rewrite: what is changing?

Congress changed the federal hemp definition in legislation signed by the White House in 2025. The revised
definition is scheduled to take effect one year after enactment, in November 2026. Until then, the existing
framework remains relevant, but the upcoming change affects how consumers and businesses should think about
products that rely on a delta-9-only reading of the old threshold. Check current federal and state guidance before

relying on a date or interpretation; implementation details and state rules can matter.

A central change is that the revised definition addresses total THC, not just delta-9 THC, and sets a limit of 0.4
mg of combined total THC per container for covered hemp-derived products. The revised language also
addresses THCA and other cannabinoids with similar effects, along with certain cannabinoids made outside the
plant or not naturally produced by it. The precise scope can depend on statutory definitions and later

implementation, so don't treat a product label or a retailer's summary as a substitute for legal advice.

The 0.4 mg figure is a per-container cap—not a 0.4% concentration limit. “Container” is an important word: the

rules may not be satisfied merely because each gummy, serving, or drop contains a small amount if the package as



a whole exceeds the applicable limit. A package’s serving size and total contents both matter.

Old threshold and new cap are not the same measurement

Question Why it matters Is delta-9 THC at or below 0.3% by dry weight? This is the familiar threshold in the 2018
federal hemp definition. What is the product’s total THC, including THCA? The revised definition shifts attention
beyond delta-9 THC alone. How much covered THC is in the whole container? The revised federal definition
includes a 0.4 mg per-container cap for covered products. Where will the product be sold or used? State and local

laws may impose stricter or different restrictions.

That table is a product-legality starting point, not a complete legal test. A cannabinoid product can raise separate

issues under food and drug law, state cannabis law, age restrictions, or rules for shipping and retail sales.

Total THC vs. delta-9 THC: why the distinction matters

Delta-9 THC is the cannabinoid most commonly associated with cannabis intoxication. THCA, its acidic precursor, is
generally not intoxicating in the same way when consumed in its raw form. But heat can convert THCA into delta-
9 THC. That is why heating cannabis flower—by smoking, vaping, or cooking it—can substantially change the THC

exposure.

When labs or regulators discuss total THC, they generally account for the THC that can result when THCA is

converted. A commonly used calculation is:
Total THC = delta-9 THC + (THCA x 0.877)

The factor accounts for the mass lost during conversion. Testing and reporting conventions can vary, so read the
lab’s method and the report’s definitions rather than assuming every “total THC" number was produced the same

way.

This is where a delta-9-only certificate can mislead. A product might show a low delta-9 result while containing
enough THCA to produce a much higher total-THC result after conversion. If a report lists delta-9 but omits

THCA, it does not give the full picture for a product where THCA is relevant.

THCA conversion, marketing, and labeling

THCA flower is often marketed as hemp because its delta-9 THC result is below the old 0.3% dry-weight threshold.
But the product may contain significant THCA, which can convert to delta-9 THC when heated. That makes THCA

content relevant to both consumer expectations and the changing federal definition.

Look closely at what the label actually claims. “THC-free” is not the same as “non-detectable,” and even “non-
detectable” is incomplete without the test method and the laboratory’s limit of detection. A result below a lab’s
detection limit does not necessarily mean there is literally zero THC. It means the lab did not detect it at that

method’s sensitivity.



Also distinguish between a serving and a container. A label may show a small amount per serving while the
package contains many servings. For the new 0.4 mg cap, consumers will need to understand the total amount in

the container, not just the amount in one gummy or one dropper.

How to use a COA and QR code COA lookup

A certificate of analysis (COA) is a laboratory report for a sample. It can help you evaluate potency and
contaminant testing, but it is only useful if it matches the product in your hand. | always check the batch number
first. A polished COA for a different batch does not verify the item you bought.

1. Match the batch. Compare the lot or batch number on the package with the number on the COA. If there is
no clear match, ask the seller or manufacturer.

2. Check the product identity. The report should identify the product or sample in a way that makes sense for
the package—such as flower, tincture, or gummies.

3. Review the cannabinoid panel. Look for delta-9 THC and THCA, and see whether the lab reports total THC.

For products with other cannabinoids, check what was tested and how the results are expressed.

4. Read the units and serving details. Percentage, milligrams per gram, milligrams per serving, and milligrams
per container are not interchangeable.

5. Check the test date and lab details. Confirm that the report is recent enough for the product and identifies

the testing laboratory and methods.

6. Look for contaminant testing. Depending on the product, relevant screens may include pesticides, heavy
metals, residual solvents, and microbial contaminants.

A QR code COA lookup can make the report easier to find, but scanning a code is not the same as verifying it.
Confirm that the link leads to the manufacturer’'s or lab’s report, and then compare the batch number on that
report with the package. If a QR code leads only to a generic “all products” page, it may not establish that your

specific batch was tested.

What consumers should know about controlled substance risk



Controlled substance risk can arise when a product falls outside the federal hemp definition or violates state law. It
can also be affected by how a product is made, its cannabinoid content, its intended use, and where it is possessed
or sold. A product being sold openly online does not guarantee that it is lawful in every state—or that its status

will remain unchanged as federal rules take effect.

State laws vary widely. Some states restrict or prohibit intoxicating hemp-derived cannabinoids; others regulate
them under separate rules. Local rules, age limits, and shipping restrictions may add another layer. If you travel

with a product, do not assume the rules where you bought it apply at your destination.

Brands such as Joy Organics operate in a market where consumers may encounter different formulations, labels,
and testing practices. The brand name alone does not answer the legal question. Evaluate the specific product, its

current label, its batch-specific COA, and the rules where you plan to buy or use it.

A practical checklist before buying

* Read the full cannabinoid panel, not just the front label.
e Check both delta-9 THC and THCA where relevant; don't infer total THC from delta-9 alone.

* For the revised federal definition, pay attention to total THC per container and the November 2026 effective
date.

® Use the COA and QR code COA lookup, then verify the batch number yourself.

* Be cautious with phrases like “legal everywhere,” “THC-free,” or "Farm Bill compliant” unless the seller explains

the basis and test results.
® Check your state’s current rules, especially for intoxicating products and products intended for smoking or

vaping.

The bottom line

“Hemp status” is a legal classification, not a guarantee of safety, quality, or nationwide legality. The federal hemp
definition rewrite makes the distinction between delta-9 THC and total THC more important, brings
usaenlinea.com THCA conversion into sharper focus, and establishes a 0.4 mg per-container cap for covered

products when the revised rules take effect.

For consumers, the most reliable approach is straightforward: read the label, check the batch-specific COA,
understand how THCA affects total THC, and confirm the rules that apply where you are. If a brand'’s explanation

stops at “it's hemp,” keep asking questions.


https://www.usaenlinea.com/the-hemp-law-changing-this-fall-and-what-it-means-for-whats-on-the-shelf/




