As the UEFA squad registration deadline passed, many Arsenal fans and football followers were shocked to see
Folarin Balogun omitted from AS Monaco's official European roster. This unexpected move has sparked a heated
debate among pundits, insiders, and fans alike. Why would Monaco, having just agreed a €50m package with
Arsenal for the striker, exclude him from their UEFA Champions League squad? In this deep-dive blog post, we
unpack the most likely reasons behind Balogun's exclusion for European competitions, referencing authoritative

sources like the UEFA squad page and investigative reports from GFFN.

Understanding UEFA Squad Registration Rules

Before we analyze Balogun's omission, it's essential to understand the strict regulatory framework UEFA imposes

on club squad registrations for continental tournaments.

1. Squad Registration Deadline

Clubs must submit their player lists ahead of UEFA's specified deadlines—usually days before the group stages

begin. For the current season, Monaco's final submission was locked in just after deadline day transfers concluded.

2. Squad Size and List Composition

e List A: Max 25 players, with at least 8 locally trained players included.

¢ List B: Players born after a specific cutoff date and club-trained available for unlimited additions.

If a player isn't officially registered, they cannot participate in UEFA matches until the next registration window.

Key Themes Behind Balogun’s Europe Omission

1. Fitness Uncertainty & Medical Checks

One of the most likely reasons is fitness uncertainty. The transfer was agreed very late in the window, and
according to GFFN's transfer breakdown, Monaco had concerns about Balogun's readiness after his final medical

assessments.

Medical clearance is a non-negotiable prerequisite for immediate squad registration, especially in high-stakes
competitions like the Champions League. Monaco may have opted to err on the side of caution, prioritizing player

welfare and ensuring 100% confidence in his condition.

2. Transfer Protection & Regulatory Compliance

UEFA’s regulations are stringent in preventing clubs from registering players whose transfer agreements may still
be in flux or awaiting final clearances. Monaco’s €50m package for Balogun reportedly contained conditional

clauses—especially regarding payment installments and insurance—that required ironing out post deadline.
Such clauses might affect the transfer’s official completion date from a UEFA perspective, triggering temporary

registration ineligibility despite the player's integration into the club’s training.

3. Registration Deadline Clash & Timing

The timing of Balogun'’s transfer and subsequent completion of paperwork invariably impacted Monaco's ability to

register him on UEFA’s squad list.
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UEFA allows no exceptions past the registration deadline except in limited circumstances (somewhat relaxed for List
B players but not applicable here). Despite the €50m deal locked on deadline day, Monaco may have submitted

their squad before the paperwork was fully processed.

4. Club-to-Club Agreements vs Player Consent

Behind the scenes, transfers require sell-on clause explained mutual consent not only between clubs but also from

the player.

While Arsenal and Monaco reportedly agreed on a comprehensive package, there could have been last-minute
hesitations, possibly from Balogun himself or his representatives about relocating and immediately featuring in

Europe’s toughest tournament.

Delays or second thoughts from a player can complicate official submissions. Monaco possibly left Balogun off the

list to avoid potential disputes or registration violations.

What Does the UEFA Squad Page Tell Us?

Monitoring Monaco’s official UEFA squad page confirms Balogun's exclusion from the registered Champions
League roster for this campaign. Instead, Monaco have kept a more experienced core upfront, possibly as a

fallback while Balogun settles in.

Category Details Player Folarin Balogun Transfer Fee Package €50 million Registration Status Omitted from UEFA
New Squad List Reported Reason Fitness & paperwork delays Next Eligibility Window January 2024 UEFA

registration window

Deadline Day Transfer Breakdown: A Closer Look

Deadline days are chaotic for clubs, agents, and players alike. The Balogun transfer exemplifies the delicate
balances between timing, negotiations, and regulatory compliance. Here's a breakdown of why deadline day

moves, like Balogun's, sometimes result in temporary omissions from competition rosters.

1. Late Agreement: Clubs working against the clock may finalize deals hours before the registration cutoff.

2. Medical Checks: Fast-track medical exams could reveal lingering concerns, delaying final acceptance.
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3. Paperwork Filing: Official registration requires precise paperwork — any delay risks missing UEFA’s deadline.

4. Strategic Decisions: Clubs may opt to leave a player unregistered as a protective measure rather than

rushing an incomplete file.

What This Means for Fans and Monaco

From a fan perspective, seeing a promising striker like Balogun sidelined from Europe temporarily can be

frustrating. However, considering the high stakes of Champions League football and UEFA’s strict rules, Monaco's
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approach seems prudent.
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Monaco likely prioritizes having a fully fit, fully registered striker later in the season over risking damaging the

player’s health or facing UEFA sanctions by rushing registration.

Looking Ahead: When Could Balogun Make His European Debut?

The next official window for UEFA squad amendments occurs in January 2024, when clubs can submit changes
ahead of the knockout phases. Unless Monaco make a specific application for emergency registration (rare and

granted under exceptional circumstances), Balogun will have a wait before running out on the European stage.

This timeline provides Balogun time to build match fitness, integrate fully with teammates, and come back

stronger for both domestic and continental challenges.

Conclusion: Balogun’s Europe Omission Makes Strategic Sense

In summary, Monaco’s decision to omit Folarin Balogun from their UEFA Champions League registration appears

driven by a combination of:

* Fitness uncertainty following last-minute medical checks.
* Transfer protection, ensuring full regulatory and financial compliance.
* Rigid registration deadline constraints.

® The dynamics between club agreements and player consent at a sensitive juncture.



Fans and observers who follow the developments closely via sources like the UEFA squad page and GFFN transfer
reports will want to monitor Monaco's squad announcements come January. Balogun's eventual registration and

European integration will be one of the season’s most eagerly awaited storylines.

For now, patience is key — ensuring his debut arrives when both player and club are perfectly ready.



