
Traveling for a wedding is exciting, but packing your formalwear—especially a suit and dress shirt—can feel like a
logistical headache. With years of experience as a wedding editor and seasoned destination traveler, I've honed
practical techniques to make this process smooth, stress-free, and wrinkle-free. This blog post will walk you
through my step-by-step method for packing a suit and dress shirt together with ease, focusing on treating your
suit as a key timeline item, ensuring it never gets checked onto the plane, and smart carry-on and boarding
tactics.

Why Treat Your Suit as a Timeline Item?
Your suit isn’t just another item of clothing; it’s a centerpiece of your wedding trip wardrobe. I always mark the suit
and shirt pack-and-refine time as an explicit deadline in my calendar well before the trip—usually three days prior
to departure. This timeline helps avoid last-minute packing stress and the pitfalls of careless folding or double
handling.

Three days before: Lay out your suit and shirt to check for stains or needed tailoring.

Two days before: Steam or press your garments.

One day before: Pack the suit and shirt carefully using your garment bag.

Day of travel: Carry your suit as carry-on on the plane with a specific boarding strategy to avoid crushing.

Writing tiny, non-negotiable deadlines like these into your calendar makes all the difference. You’ll thank yourself
when your suit arrives fresh and ready to wear.

Never Check Your Suit
One cardinal rule: never check your suit. Checked luggage swivels inside overhead bins and the cargo hold, often
crammed into tight spots, increasing chances of wrinkles and damage. Plus, delays or lost luggage add
unnecessary risk to your most important formalwear.

Keep your suit in a quality garment bag as a carry-on item, giving it top priority throughout your journey. This
brings us to the next critical piece: choosing the right garment bag.



Garment Duffel vs Garment Bag: Which is Best?
When you’re flying, not all carry-on bags are made equal—especially for suits. You have two main options:
garment duffels and traditional garment bags. Here’s a quick comparison to help you make the right call:

Feature Garment Duffel Traditional Garment Bag Protection Against Wrinkles Moderate—folding required Excellent
—hangs suit flat Ease of Carrying Light and flexible Bulkier but sturdy (Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag
shines here) Capacity Can hold multiple items and accessories Primarily for suit and shirt only Overhead Bin
Compatibility Sometimes tricky to fit without folding Structured shape fits well if measured properly Durability
Varies by brand and material High-quality leather bags like Von Baer last for years and protect better

For destination weddings where minimizing wrinkles is your top priority, the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment
Bag stands out as a top choice. Its structured design allows your suit and dress shirt to hang naturally, reducing
crease lines dramatically. Plus, the premium leather ensures durability and style.

How to Pack Your Shirt in Garment Bag Without Crushing the Collar
Since the collar gets crushed the most during travel, it deserves special handling. Here’s a step-by-step guide to
packing your shirt inside the garment bag carefully:

1. Button the top button: This stabilizes the collar shape.

2. Lay the shirt flat/back face up: Smooth out wrinkles.

3. Fold long sleeves inward: Overlap them in a way that does not overly bend the collar.

4. Place the shirt on top of the suit jacket: This layering helps protect both.

5. Use tissue paper or collar stays: Insert them inside the collar to maintain its form.

6. Zip up the garment bag slowly: Ensure no movement that might crush your shirt collar.

If your garment suit garment bag folding bag allows, hang the shirt on a separate hanger inside the bag. This
keeps the shirt crisp and ready to go on arrival.

Pack Accessories Separately
Accessories like ties, cufflinks, pocket squares, and belts should never be packed inside the garment bag with your
suit and shirt. Here’s why:

Different shape and bulk: These can cause uneven pressure points that wrinkle your surface.

Easy access: You might need to retrieve or adjust them during travel.

Risk of damage or loss: Separating them ensures they don’t get crushed or misplaced.

My tip: Use a small, dedicated accessories pouch or box that fits comfortably inside your carry-on luggage. Label
it clearly so you never forget essential finishing touches for your wedding look.

Carry-On Tactics and Boarding Strategy
How and when you board plays a crucial role in keeping your suit pristine. Here are my tried-and-true tips:

1. Check your airline’s overhead bin dimensions: Confirm that your Von Baer garment bag fits as a carry-on.
If it’s borderline, consider early check-in to secure a spot.

2. Board early if possible: This ensures ample overhead bin space and minimizes cramming.
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3. Use the garment bag’s shoulder straps or handles carefully: Avoid swinging or banging your bag on
seats or luggage.

4. Hang your garment bag when possible: Some cabin crew can assist in hanging it in closets on certain
planes—don’t be shy to ask!

5. Store your accessories pouch inside personal item bags: Keep everything you need grouped for quick
access after landing.

Be mindful of people in the aisle and don’t let your garment bag get squished during boarding or deplaning. It will
thank you with a flawless look on the wedding day.

Final Checklist for Packing Your Suit and Dress Shirt
Suit & Shirt Timeline: Mark specific packing and treatment times into your calendar.

Garment Bag Pick: Choose Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag or a similarly structured option.

Shirt Handling: Button collar, use collar stays, fold carefully on top of suit.

Accessories: Pack in separate, labeled pouch or box.

Carry-On: Confirm overhead bin space, carry-on only—never checked.

Boarding Strategy: Board early, store carefully, request cabin assistance if available.

Steamer/Press: Pack a travel steamer in personal luggage to refresh post-flight.

Bonus: Why I Always Pack a Steamer Before the Shoes
Shoes can be replaced—pressing and steaming formalwear on arrival cannot be overstated. I always pack my
travel steamer before shoes and other accessories in my carry-on so that if overhead bin mishaps wrinkle my suit,
I can quickly restore it.

Trust me on this one: a few minutes on the steamer and your suit will look runway-ready, not travel-worn.

Conclusion



Packing your suit and dress shirt for a wedding trip doesn't have to be a stressful ordeal. By treating your suit as a
timeline item, never checking it, choosing the right garment bag—like the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag—
and planning your carry-on and boarding with care, you’ll arrive looking sharp and ready to celebrate. Remember
to pack accessories separately and handle your shirt collar with care inside your garment bag.

With my tips, timeline-based packing, and carry-on tactics, wrinkle-free wedding attire is within your reach. Start
your wedding trip well-dressed, confident, and calm—because great planning makes great memories.


