As we track the hurricane season each year, a reliable question comes up: which pieces of patio furniture should
you secure, tie down, or store inside? The answer isn't as straightforward as “everything.” Complacency during a
quiet season or overreliance on NOAA's seasonal outlooks can lead many to overlook critical timing and safety
steps. In this post, I'll break down what patio furniture truly poses a threat during a hurricane, the importance of

proactive timing, and practical tie-down options to protect your home and neighborhood.

Quiet Season Complacency: Why Waiting Is Risky

Years with fewer storms tend to lull homeowners into a false sense of security. It's common to hear, “It's a slow
season, I'll worry about patio furniture later.” The problem: by the time a tropical storm or hurricane watch is
issued, it's often too late. Many local municipalities suspend curbside debris collections as soon as watches or
warnings go into effect, meaning your unsecured patio furniture transformed into yard debris might not be

cleared for a while. And worse, loose items become dangerous projectiles.

What can become a projectile? This question isn't just a catchphrase. Items such as lightweight chairs,
umbrellas, cushions, and even small tables can easily catch the wind. Once airborne, they can cause significant

damage to property or injury to people. The urgency should be to act early.

Practical Tip: Start evaluating your yard every June—not just when a NOAA outlook
predicts active storms.

Understanding the Limits of NOAA Seasonal Outlooks

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) provides seasonal hurricane outlooks that often
get conflated with exact predictions. These outlooks give a probability range for named storms but cannot

pinpoint whether your area will be directly impacted.

Aspect Strength Limitation Seasonal Outlook Indicates likelihood of above or below average storm activity No
guarantee a particular area will be affected Storm Watches/Warnings Pinpoint timing and location of threats within

days Often issued with little lead time to fully secure large or heavy items

What does this mean for your unsecured patio furniture? Start preparations on a monthly schedule rather than
waiting for a surge in NOAA's forecasted activity or official watches. This mindset reduces the risk of last-minute

rushes.

Peak Season Timing: When to Start Securing Patio Furniture

The Atlantic hurricane season officially runs from June 1 through November 30, but activity tends to pick up
significantly from mid-August through October. During this window, yard inspections and securing efforts should

increase.

1. June-July: Begin detailed yard walk-throughs. Ask yourself, “ What can become a projectile during strong

gusts?” Lightweight chairs, cushions, umbrellas, decorative pots, and even small grills qualify.

2. August-September: Take action with storing inside or tie-downs. Front-load securing outdoor furniture—

don'’t wait until a watch or warning triggers local curbside debris collection suspensions.

3. October-November: Maintain readiness through the active weeks. Continually reassess as tropical systems

form.



Remember: It's easier to avoid projectiles than to repair damage or wait weeks for debris pickup.

Patio Furniture Most at Risk and Tie-Down Options
If you're wondering exactly what to focus on, here's a rundown:

¢ Lightweight Chairs and Tables: Those made from plastic, aluminum, or thin metal are easy for wind gusts to
lift.

¢ Umbrellas: Even secured umbrella bases can fail in strong winds if the canopy catches gusts.

* Loose Cushions and Pillows: Remove and store inside early—no tie-downs substitute storing for these.

e Grills and Fire Pits: Often overlooked — clean and cover them or move to a sheltered area.

¢ Decorative Items, Pots, and Planters: These can become heavy flying debris or cause property damage if

broken.

Tie-Down Options

Method Best For Notes Outdoor-rated Bungee Cords Light chairs and tables Easy to apply but may break during
strong winds; use multiple for larger items Heavy-Duty Ratchet Straps Large umbrellas, grills, heavier furniture
Secure to fixed structures like porch railings or heavy concrete blocks Furniture Covers with Tie-Down Flaps
Longer-term storage options Must be used with additional tie-down methods to prevent wind catching Moving
Furniture Indoors Cushions, pillows, small tables, lightweight pieces Most reliable option. Remove as soon as
tropical activity looks likely

Early Storage: The Best Defense

When possible, store unsecured patio furniture inside a garage, shed, or even indoors. Early storage is key for
minimizing loss and risk. Many residents wait until storm watches are issued—but by then, municipal services

often suspend curbside collection, leaving you to manage debris removal on your own.

Additionally, once a hurricane watch is declared, many roads become congested, and local crews prioritize
emergency response and debris removal of major hazards. Having your patio furniture stored safely long before

watch triggers improves both safety and cleanup logistics.

Avoiding The “I'll Wait for a Watch” Trap

It's a natural reaction to say, “Why bother now?” when the season seems quiet or NOAA outlooks look mild. But
unsecured patio furniture is a hazard during any tropical storm or hurricane. Studies and damage reports

underscore that many flying debris incidents stem from last-minute or incomplete securing efforts.

In fact, local emergency management often cites yard debris as a serious projectile risk in their post-storm
assessments. The implication? Once you see a watch or warning, your unsecured furniture may already be a

neighborhood hazard—and municipal pickup may be paused.

Bottom line: Secure, tie down, or store your patio furniture https://southfloridareporter.com/quiet-hurricane-
season-has-florida-experts-warning-against-complacency-as-peak-approaches/ well before the window of risk

tightens. It's a small effort that pays huge safety and financial dividends.

Checklist: Securing Patio Furniture Before Hurricane Season Peaks
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. By June: Walk your yard, identify unsecured lightweight furniture and potential projectiles.

By July: Clear or securely stack loose cushions; clean and cover grills.

Early August: Move removable and lightweight items indoors or to secure sheds.

Mid-August and onwards: Use heavy-duty straps or tie-downs on heavier fixed furniture and umbrellas.

Before any watch or warning: Do a final inspection and store anything still unsecured.
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. Post-storm: Check local guidelines for debris collection timing before putting items back outside.

Summary: Taking Smart Steps to Prevent Patio Furniture Hazards

Don't let quiet hurricane seasons or seasonal outlooks lull you into a false sense of security. The unpredictability of
tropical systems means that small outdoor items can become deadly projectiles if unsecured. Use monthly check-

ins and early action to keep your patio furniture tied down or stored inside before storm waters arrive.

Remember the basics:
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® Evaluate your yard early and regularly.
* Apply the simplest and strongest tie-down options to vulnerable items.
® Store cushions and small furniture inside well ahead of storm season peak.

* Understand that once hurricane watches begin, curbside debris pickups may be suspended.

Preparedness isn't just a buzzword; it's about timing and practical steps. Secure your patio furniture early this year

— and enjoy Hurricane Season with one less worry.



