The racing industry is steeped in tradition, and for good reason — it's a sport built on history, careful breeding,
and expert horsemanship. Yet the day-to-day operations, especially veterinary care, are rapidly embracing the
digital age. One client recently told me made a mistake that cost them thousands.. Veterinarians managing horse
health records are becoming just as reliant on smartphones and digital tools as trainers and owners.

Organizations such as Horse-Canada and Woodbine Entertainment, home to Woodbine Racetrack, are at the heart
of this transformation in Canada’s racing industry. This blog dives into how veterinarians use digital record-
keeping, live streaming, and mobile-first habits to improve horse health management and race-day decision-

making.

Racing Industry Technology: Tradition Meets Mobile-First Habits

Digital technology in horse racing didn't come at https://horse-canada.com/magazine/business/how-mobile-
technology-is-changing-the-horse-racing-fan-experience/ the expense of tradition — rather, it builds on it.
Veterinarians have long kept extensive paper records on each horse's medical history, treatments, and recovery

progress. Now, these records are moving online, accessible instantly from mobile devices.

Vets at Woodbine Racetrack and across Canadian tracks increasingly use smartphones to update horse health
records in real time. Whether examining a horse on the barn floor or trackside monitoring during workouts, they

enter data directly into veterinary record management systems. This shift cuts down on administrative errors and

delays that paper records introduced.

Mobile-first isn't just convenient; it's necessary for fast-paced environments where conditions can change quickly.
For example, a vet might evaluate a horse after a morning workout and immediately log findings allowing trainers

and owners to make timely decisions.

Key Benefits of Mobile Veterinary Record Management

* Real-Time Updates: Changes in a horse’s condition or medication are recorded instantly.
* Improved Accuracy: Direct data entry reduces transcription errors.

® Accessibility: Records are accessible on smartphones or tablets anywhere on the grounds.



* Environmental Impact: Less paper use aligns with sustainability goals.

Instant Access to Results, Replays, and Analysis

Veterinarians rely heavily on results from diagnostic tests, blood work, and x-rays to assess horse health. Digitized

records mean these results are available immediately, sometimes even streamed live for real-time analysis.

Live streaming, increasingly popular at venues like Woodbine Racetrack, plays a dual role. While primarily aimed at
fans and bettors, vets can use the same feeds to observe horses’ movement patterns during workouts or races.
They can refer back to digital replays to spot subtle indicators of strain or discomfort that might not be obvious on

first glance.

This instant access to comprehensive data allows vets to provide feedback not only on day-to-day health but also

on long-term conditioning and potential injury risks.

How Veterinary Use of Live Streaming Benefits Race-Day Decisions

1. Spotting Issues Faster: Identifying lameness or irregular gait immediately during workouts or races.
2. Validating Treatment Plans: Monitoring how a horse responds to medication or rehab in real time.

3. Supporting Race-Day Scratches: Providing evidence-based recommendations to trainers and stewards.

Connected Canadian Racing Community Beyond One Track

Before digital record management, horse health information was often fragmented across different stables and
tracks. Vets had to rely on paper files or phone calls to piece together medical histories, especially when horses

moved between training centers or racetracks.

Thanks to networked systems promoted by bodies like Woodbine Entertainment and industry media like Horse-
Canada, veterinary records are now increasingly interlinked. This integration enables a more connected Canadian

racing community, reducing redundant tests and helping keep horses healthier overall.

A digital record for a horse at Woodbine Racetrack, for example, can be accessed securely by veterinarians and
trainers in Alberta or Quebec. This collaborative approach improves transparency and continuity of care,

particularly for horses competing at multiple venues.

Key Features Supporting A Unified Canadian Racing Community:

* Centralized Databases: Comprehensive medical histories stored in cloud-based systems.
® Secure Access Controls: Permission-based viewing ensures privacy and data integrity.

® Cross-Track Communication: Vet notes and treatment plans shared across racetracks instantly.

Race-Day Decision-Making with Better Data

Every race-day decision — whether to run a horse or opt for a scratch — is rooted in the horse’s health status.
Veterinarians use digital records to provide accurate, timely information that can be the difference between a

successful outing and a serious injury.

Tools integrated within veterinary record management systems flag trends such as recurring inflammation or
slower recovery times. Combined with live streaming replays and sectional timing data, this empowers vets and

trainers with a comprehensive picture just hours before horses step onto the track.



On top of that, electronic records help stewards enforce safety and medication regulations. They allow for faster

verification of treatment schedules, ensuring compliance and protecting both horse welfare and racing integrity.

Examples of Race-Day Data at Work

Data Type Use Case Benefit Medication Logs Checking eligibility and withdrawal times before the race Prevent
medication violations and protect horse health Workout Reports Assessing a horse's fitness and readiness
Informed decision to run or rest Replays & Sectional Times Spotting possible gait abnormalities Early injury

detection

The Future of Veterinary Record Management in Canadian Racing

As digital tools mature, expect more innovations that fuse technology with care. Artificial intelligence might analyze
live streaming data to predict injury risk well before visible symptoms emerge. Wearable sensors paired with

smartphones could update veterinary records automatically, minimizing the need for manual input.

However, practical usability will remain crucial — vets don’t have time to fumble through complicated systems on

race day. Successful platforms will be intuitive, secure, and seamlessly integrated with other race-day tools already

in use at Woodbine Racetrack and beyond.

Horse-Canada continues to highlight these technological advances while respecting the traditions that make
Canadian horse racing unique. For industry insiders and newer fans alike, understanding how veterinarians use

digital records to maintain horse health shines a light on the less-visible but vital side of the sport.

Conclusion

Veterinary record management in the racing industry perfectly illustrates how tradition and technology can coexist.
Thanks to smartphones, live streaming, and connected data systems, veterinarians in Canada have instant access

to detailed horse health records that help them make better decisions in real time.

This digital evolution supports a more connected, transparent, and efficient racing community—whether at

Woodbine Racetrack in Toronto or other tracks across the country. But it's not a one-size-fits-all solution. In a



sport where the welfare of every horse is paramount, adopting and improving on these technologies benefits

everyone involved.

Next time you watch a race or read analysis on Horse-Canada, remember the the crucial role veterinary record

management plays behind the scenes. It's technology serving tradition — one thoroughbred at a time.



