Tree Removal Ormond Beach FL: When a
Neighborly Tree Becomes a Danger

Living in Volusia County means we share our yards with live oaks, sabal palms, and towering
pines. For years, a big laurel oak shaded my back patio in Ormond Beach. It dropped leaves
and a few small limbs, but nothing | worried about. Then, after a soggy summer, | noticed a
long crack running up the main trunk. The tree looked healthy from the street, but that crack
told a different story. | needed professional help, and fast. That experience taught me a lot
about when and why you need tree removal Ormond Beach FL residents can trust.

Why Trees Come Down

Not every tree in your yard needs to come down. A good arborist will tell you to save a tree
when you can. But some situations leave no choice. Storm damage is the most obvious
reason. A hurricane can twist a pine trunk to the point of no return. Split trunks, snapped
leaders, or roots that have heaved out of the ground all signal a tree that is past saving. If a tree
has lost more than half its crown, it will likely never recover. Leaving it standing risks a total
collapse during the next strong wind. tree removal ormond beacg fl

Disease and decay are quieter threats. In my own yard, the crack was caused by a fungus that
had hollowed out the center of the trunk. The tree still had green leaves for two seasons while
the rot spread. By the time the bark started peeling, the tree was already a hazard. Fungal
conks growing on the trunk or at the base are a clear sign of internal decay. So are cavities
where woodpeckers have been active. If the tree is leaning more than fifteen degrees from
vertical, that is another red flag. A lean alone is not always dangerous, but when combined with
decay or a heavy crown, it can spell trouble.

Sometimes a tree is simply in the wrong place. A live oak planted too close to a foundation will
eventually push against the slab. Roots can crack driveways and lift patios. A laurel oak
growing under power lines is a constant maintenance problem. And a tree that blocks sight
lines at a driveway entrance is a safety issue. In those cases, removal is the practical choice,
even if the tree is healthy.

View the location on Google Maps

The Signs You Should Not Ignore

You do not need to be an arborist to spot a dangerous tree. Look for these signs during your
next walk around the property.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/FpeTE2CtPKvh9hDa9
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Volusia%20Bobcat%20%26%20Tree%20Service

* Dead branches or large limbs hanging in the canopy. A dead limb that is still attached
is called a widow-maker for a reason.
e Bark that is peeling away from the trunk, especially in long strips. This often means

the cambium layer is dead.



e Mushrooms or conks growing on the trunk or at the base. That is the fruiting body of
a wood-decay fungus.

e Cracks or splits in the trunk where the wood has separated. A vertical crack that runs
more than a third of the trunk diameter is a structural failure waiting to happen.

* Soil heaving around the root flare. If the ground is pushed up on one side of the tree,
the roots may be lifting out of the ground.

If you see any of these signs, call a professional before the tree comes down on its own
schedule. It is always cheaper to remove a tree on a calm Tuesday morning than to clean up
after a storm emergency.

What the Job Actually Involves

Professional tree removal is not just cutting the trunk and watching it fall. A crew starts by
assessing the drop zone. In a tight suburban yard, there may be no room to fell the tree in one
piece. That means climbing the tree and removing it in sections. The climber cuts limbs and
lowers them on ropes to a ground crew. This is slow, careful work. A typical large oak can take
a full day for a three-person crew. The stump is often ground down separately, which takes
another hour or two.

Connect with us on Facebook.

The cost depends on a few variables. Tree size and location are the big ones. A small tree in an
open yard is cheap to remove. A large tree leaning over a house is expensive because every cut
has to be rigged precisely. Access matters too. If the crew can drive a truck and chipper into
the backyard, the job goes faster. If every piece of debris has to be carried out by hand, the
price goes up. Permits are another factor. Some cities in Volusia County require a permit for
tree removal, especially for protected species like live oaks. Your tree service should handle
that paperwork, but you need to ask about it upfront.

When to Call for Help

Timing is everything. If you have a tree that is showing signs of decline, call for an evaluation
early. Waiting until after a storm is the worst time to need tree removal Ormond Beach FL
services. Every tree company in the county will be booked solid for weeks. Emergency calls get
priority, but you will pay a premium and you will wait. If you can schedule removal during the
off-season, which in Florida is late spring through early fall, you will get better rates and more
flexible scheduling.


https://www.facebook.com/volusiabobcattree/

There is also the question of what to do with the wood. Good companies offer firewood sales
as part of the deal. The trunk and larger limbs can be cut into firewood lengths and left on site.
Some companies will even split it for you. That saves you from hauling the wood to a landfill
and gives you free firewood for the next season. Just ask before the crew starts cutting. If you



want the wood cleaned up entirely, they can chip everything into mulch or haul it away. That
costs extra but keeps your yard clean.

Safety First

Never try to remove a large tree yourself. | have seen people tie a rope to a tree and pull it with
a pickup truck. That is how you kill yourself or destroy your garage. A chainsaw in the hands of
an amateur is dangerous enough on the ground. In a tree, it is lethal. Professional climbers
spend years learning how to position their cuts and manage the weight of each section. They
also have insurance. If a limb falls on your house while a pro is working, their insurance covers
the damage. If you are doing it yourself, you are on the hook.

One more thing: check your insurance policy. Most homeowner policies cover tree removal if
the tree has already fallen on a structure. But they do not always cover removal of a standing
tree that is a hazard. A few policies have a small allowance for preventive removal, but it is
rare. If you are worried about a tree near your house, talk to your agent. The cost of removal is
almost always less than the deductible on a roof claim.

Choosing a Tree Service

Look for a company that is local, licensed, and insured. A local company knows the species
and soil conditions in Volusia County. They know which trees are protected and which permits
are needed. They also have a reputation to protect in the community. That matters more than a
low bid. Get at least three written estimates. Ask for proof of insurance. A legitimate company
will provide a certificate of insurance without hesitation. Avoid anyone who shows up at your
door after a storm offering cheap removal. Those storm chasers often do shoddy work and
leave you with no recourse.



For homeowners in the DeBary and Ormond Beach area, Volusia Bobcat & Tree Service offers
professional tree removal, trimming, stump grinding, emergency services, and firewood sales.
They are based at 210 Valencia Rd, DeBary, FL 32713, USA, and can be reached at +1 386-675-
7898. A locally rooted company like that understands the specific challenges of keeping
Volusia County properties safe and beautiful.



Tree removal is never a fun expense. But it is one of those things that, once done, you wonder
why you waited so long. The peace of mind that comes from knowing a dangerous tree is gone
is worth the cost. And the next time a big storm rolls through, you will sleep a little better.



