If two slots show the same return to player (RTP), that does not mean they will play alike. RTP is a long-run
theoretical average, not a forecast for your next session. One game might pay smaller wins regularly; another
might go quiet before offering a chance at a much larger bonus. To compare them, look beyond the headline

percentage at variance, hit rate, bonus frequency, rules, and how the game actually feels to play.

For example, a slot with 96.5% RTP is theoretically set to return more over a very large number of spins than one
at 94%. That difference does not guarantee a better result over an evening, or even over many sessions. Short-

term outcomes can vary sharply, and no RTP figure predicts when a win will land.

First, check that the RTP figures are comparable

Start by confirming that you are comparing the RTP versions available at the same operator. Some games are
released with different RTP settings, so the advertised figure can vary by casino. Check the game’s information

screen or paytable rather than relying on an old review, a forum post, or a figure copied from another site.

The UK Gambling Commission (UKGC) explains how operators calculate and report RTP in its guide to calculating
return to player. In plain English, RTP is the proportion of stakes a game is designed to return across a very large
number of plays. It is a statistical measure of the game, not a promise that an individual player will receive that

mrq casino share back.

That distinction matters when comparing two games. If both display 96%, their theoretical return is the same on

that measure. It says nothing by itself about the size, timing, or frequency of individual wins.

Compare variance: how uneven can the results feel?

Variance (often called volatility) describes how wins are distributed: a lower-variance game tends to pay smaller
amounts more often, while a higher-variance game may have longer dry spells and less frequent, larger payouts. It

is a useful shorthand, but it does not tell you exactly what will happen in a session.

Imagine two slots, both with a 96% RTP. One might return some of its stake through frequent modest wins. The

other might put more of its potential return into bonus rounds that occur less often. Their long-run theoretical
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RTP can match while their day-to-day experience feels very different.

Variance is especially relevant if you have a limited budget or prefer shorter sessions. A game with longer gaps
between wins may use up a session budget quickly, even if its RTP is respectable. Do not treat a high-variance slot

as a route to a big payout; it simply describes a more uneven pattern of results.

Look at hit rate and bonus frequency separately

Hit rate: how often does a spin produce a win?

Hit rate is the proportion of spins that produce a winning result, usually including wins smaller than the stake. In
one plain-language sentence: it tells you how often a spin wins, not whether the win is large enough to leave you

ahead.

A slot could have a high hit rate because it frequently returns small amounts, while another may have fewer
winning spins but larger potential payouts. The hit rate alone cannot tell you which game will feel more satisfying
or which will return more during your session. Check whether the game provider or paytable publishes the figure,

and be cautious about unofficial estimates.

Bonus frequency: how often might features appear?

Bonus frequency refers to how often a feature—such as free spins, a pick-and-win round, or a multiplier mode—
is expected to trigger. In plain language, it describes how regularly a particular feature may appear over many

plays, not when it will appear for you.

Some games publish feature odds or explain trigger conditions; others do not provide a simple frequency figure. If
there is no reliable published number, do not assume that player videos or online anecdotes establish how often a
bonus should land. A bonus round can also vary greatly in value, so frequency and payout potential are separate

questions.

Check how the mechanics shape the experience

Slots have changed substantially over the past two decades as the UK market has matured. Earlier online games
often used familiar reel layouts and straightforward paylines. Modern titles can add several layers of rules, extra
ways to win, expanding symbols, multipliers, or feature rounds. These changes have made games more varied, but

more features do not automatically mean better value.

For example, Megaways games can change the number of symbols on each reel from spin to spin, creating a
changing number of possible winning combinations. Cascading wins remove winning symbols and let new ones
fall into place, sometimes allowing multiple wins within a single paid spin. These mechanics affect how a game

unfolds, but they do not, on their own, tell you its RTP, variance, or likely bonus frequency.
Before playing, check the paytable and rules for details such as:

* How winning combinations are formed: paylines, ways to win, clusters, or another system.
® Whether cascades, multipliers, or expanding symbols can continue a sequence.

* How bonus rounds trigger and whether they have different stages.

e Whether special features require a separate stake or are part of the normal spin.

® Which RTP version is shown for the game at that casino.



If the rules are hard to follow, try the demo mode where available and read the paytable before staking real

money. A quick test can show how the features work; it cannot prove what your results will be.

Production quality is part of the comparison—but not the maths

Over time, slot production has become more polished. Soundtracks, animation, character art, and visual effects can
make games feel closer to interactive entertainment than the simple reel displays many players first encountered.
NetEnt is one example of a long-established supplier whose catalogue reflects the industry’s move toward more

elaborate presentation.

These improvements may matter to you as a player: you might prefer a quiet, uncluttered game or enjoy a
stronger theme and more animated features. But production quality does not establish that a slot pays better. A
striking soundtrack, cinematic bonus round, or smooth animation is not evidence of a higher RTP or a more

favourable variance profile.

Separate the two questions: “Do | enjoy this game?” and “What do its published numbers and rules tell me?” A

game can be well made and still not suit your budget, preferred pace, or tolerance for long losing stretches.

How experienced players read a slot’s marketing

After years around slot floors and online game menus, one useful habit stands out: treat promotional language as

a description of presentation, not proof of likely results. Phrases such as “massive potential” or “huge wins” usually

draw attention to a possible top-end outcome. They do not tell you how often it occurs, how long a player might

wait, or what the RTP is.

Experienced players tend to look for verifiable details first: the RTP shown in the game, its rules, the provider's
stated variance where available, and the stake options. They also keep in mind that any published average or

feature frequency is based on long-run calculations. It cannot guarantee what happens in a short session.

You can browse the games and information available at MrQ, but always check the details on the game itself and
the terms that apply to your account. A casino lobby can help you find a title; the game’s information screen and

paytable are where you should verify its mechanics and displayed RTP.



A practical comparison checklist

Use the following checklist when two slots share the same RTP. It will not identify a guaranteed "better” game,
because no such conclusion follows from RTP alone. It will help you choose the one whose rules and style fit your
preferences.

What to compare What it tells you What it does not tell you Displayed RTP The game’s theoretical long-run return
at that setting. What you will win or lose in a session. Variance Whether payouts tend to be more even or more
uneven. When a large win or bonus will occur. Hit rate How often spins may produce a win, if the figure is
available. Whether those wins exceed the stake. Bonus frequency How regularly a feature is expected to trigger,
where disclosed. The value of the feature on a particular trigger. Mechanics and rules How the game creates wins
and runs its features. That added complexity improves your chances. Presentation Whether the theme, sound, and

pace suit your taste. That the game is more generous.

Choose for fit, not a supposed edge

If both games have the same RTP, your choice should come down to the playing experience you prefer and the
risk you are comfortable taking. If you want frequent small events, look for a lower-variance style and a disclosed
hit rate—but remember that small wins can still leave you down overall. If you are comfortable with a more

uneven ride, you may prefer a higher-variance design, while accepting that long gaps between wins are possible.

Neither preference changes the basic point: RTP does not guarantee short-term results. A 96.5% RTP slot can leave
a player behind after a short session, while a 94% game can produce a winning session. Those outcomes do not

overturn the long-run theoretical figures; they show why averages should not be mistaken for predictions.

Keep the comparison within your limits

Set a spending limit before you play, treat it as the cost of entertainment, and stop when you reach it. Do not
increase your stake to recover losses or keep playing because a bonus feels “due”—each spin is not a promise that
the next one will compensate for the last. If gambling stops feeling manageable, take a break and use the support

and safer-gambling tools available through your operator.

In short, when two slots share an RTP, compare variance, hit rate, bonus frequency, rules, and presentation. Verify
the figures for the version you are actually playing, and ignore claims that turn theoretical averages into certainty.
The best-informed choice is not the slot with the loudest feature list; it is the one whose risks and mechanics you

understand before you stake.



