
What to Expect From a Delaware County Criminal
Defense Attorney
If you are facing a DUI charge in Delaware County, Pennsylvania, the hours and days after the
arrest can feel overwhelming. Between the paperwork, the deadlines, and the worry about what
comes next, it is easy to feel like the system is stacked against you. That is where a Delaware
County criminal defense attorney can make a real difference. Not just in the courtroom but in
helping you understand the process, protect your rights, and make decisions that will affect
your life for years.

I have practiced DUI defense in this county for years, and I can tell you that every case is more
complicated than it looks from the outside. What seems like a straightforward stop at a DUI
checkpoint often involves hidden procedural issues, questionable field sobriety tests, or
problems with how the police gathered evidence. A good defense lawyer knows how to spot
those issues and use them to your advantage.

How a DUI Case Starts in Delaware County
Most DUI cases begin with a traffic stop or a DUI checkpoint. Once the officer has probable
cause, they will ask you to perform field sobriety tests. Those tests are not as scientific as
many people think. They rely heavily on the officer's subjective judgment, and there are many
reasons someone might fail them that have nothing to do with alcohol. Fatigue, nervousness,
or even a medical condition can throw off your balance or your ability to follow instructions.

After the roadside tests, you may be asked to provide a breath sample. In Pennsylvania, the law
says that if you are lawfully arrested for DUI, you have given implied consent to chemical
testing. Refusing a blood alcohol content test can lead to a separate penalty from PennDOT,
including an automatic license suspension. However, the decision to refuse is not always the
wrong move. It depends on the strength of the evidence and the specific facts of your case. An
experienced lawyer can help you weigh that choice before you make it.

Once the police file a criminal complaint, your case moves to the district court for a preliminary
hearing. That hearing is a critical step. It is the first time a judge reviews the evidence against
you. The prosecution must show that there is enough evidence to move forward. A skilled
defense attorney can challenge weak evidence, question the credibility of the police reports,
and sometimes get charges reduced or dismissed before the case ever reaches the Delaware
County Court of Common Pleas.

The ARD Program and What It Means for You



One of the most important options for first-time DUI offenders in Pennsylvania is the ARD
program. ARD stands for Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition. It is a pretrial diversion
program that allows you to avoid a conviction if you complete certain requirements. Those
requirements usually include a period of probation, community service, a driver improvement
course, and sometimes an ignition interlock device on your vehicle.

Successful completion of ARD means that your case is dismissed and your record is eligible
for DUI expungement. That can be a huge relief, especially if you are worried about how a
criminal record will affect your job, your professional license, or your future. But ARD is not
automatic. Not everyone qualifies. The district attorney's office in Delaware County has specific
criteria, and they may object to your admission if your blood alcohol content was very high or if
there were aggravating factors like an accident or injury.

This is where having a Delaware County criminal defense attorney who knows the local system
matters. The prosecutor's office and the judges in Delaware County handle many cases each
year. They have their own unwritten rules about who gets ARD and who does not. A lawyer who
works in that courthouse every week can anticipate what the DA will argue and prepare a
response that keeps you eligible.

Penalties and the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code
Pennsylvania DUI law divides offenses into tiers based on your blood alcohol content and
whether you have prior offenses. A first offense with a BAC below 0.10 percent is often an
ungraded misdemeanor with relatively light penalties. But if your BAC is 0.10 or higher, or if
there was an accident or a minor in the car, the penalties increase quickly. You could be looking
at mandatory jail time, steep fines, and a longer license suspension.

The Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code also imposes strict timelines for requesting a hearing
with PennDOT to contest a license suspension. Miss that deadline, and you lose the right to
challenge the suspension entirely. A DUI attorney can make sure you file the right paperwork on
time and, if necessary, represent you at the PennDOT hearing.

Beyond the criminal penalties, a DUI conviction stays on your record for life unless you get it
expunged. That criminal record can show up on background checks for jobs, housing, and
professional licensing. Even if you complete your sentence, the conviction remains. That is why
fighting the charge from the beginning, or getting into ARD, is so important.

Working With a Public Defender vs. a Private Attorney
If you cannot afford a private lawyer, the court will appoint a public defender. Public defenders
are skilled and dedicated, but they carry enormous caseloads. They may not have the time to
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dig into the details of your case or to negotiate as aggressively with the DA. A private attorney,
especially one who focuses on DUI defense, can give your case the attention it deserves.

When you hire a private Delaware County criminal defense attorney, you are also paying for
their knowledge of the local courts, the prosecutors, and the judges. That local knowledge can
be the difference between a plea deal that keeps you out of jail and a conviction that follows
you for decades. An attorney consultation is a small investment in understanding your options
before you make any decisions about your case.

Common Defenses in Delaware County DUI Cases
Every DUI case has a set of facts that can be challenged. Some common defenses include:

The traffic stop itself was illegal because the officer lacked reasonable suspicion.

The field sobriety tests were administered improperly or scored incorrectly.

The breathalyzer or blood test was not properly maintained or calibrated.

The officer did not have probable cause to arrest you.

You were not actually driving the vehicle, or the police made a mistake about who was
driving.

These are not just technicalities. They are constitutional protections that exist to prevent
wrongful convictions. A good lawyer will examine the police report, the dashcam video, and
any witness statements to find weaknesses in the prosecution's case. Sometimes, a strong
motion to suppress evidence can force the DA to reduce the charges or drop the case entirely.

What Happens at the Delaware County Court of Common Pleas
If your case is not resolved at the preliminary hearing or through a plea agreement, it will be
transferred to the Delaware County Court of Common Pleas. That is the trial court. At that level,
you have the right to a jury trial. The stakes are higher, and the process takes longer. The
prosecution will have to prove every element of the charge beyond a reasonable doubt.

Your lawyer will prepare a defense strategy based on the evidence. That may include calling
expert witnesses to challenge the blood alcohol content results, cross-examining the arresting
officer, and presenting evidence that casts doubt on the prosecution's version of events. The
goal is not just to win at trial but to put the DA in a position where they are willing to offer a
better deal before trial.

Many people do not realize that a DUI case can sometimes be resolved without a conviction
even if the evidence is strong. A skilled attorney can negotiate a plea to a lesser offense, such
as reckless driving, or argue for a sentence that includes probation and an ignition interlock



device instead of jail time. The outcome depends on the facts of your case and the lawyer's
ability to advocate for you.

Why Local Experience Matters
Delaware County is a busy jurisdiction. The courts here handle thousands of DUI cases every
year. The prosecutors, judges, and probation officers all know each other. They have
established patterns and preferences. A lawyer who practices here regularly knows which
judges are tough on certain issues, which prosecutors are open to negotiation, and which
arguments tend to work.

That local experience is something you cannot get from a general practice lawyer who only
handles a few DUI cases a year. If you are looking for representation, you want someone who
spends their days in the Delaware County Court of Common Pleas and knows the ins and outs
of the local system. That is the kind of knowledge that can turn a scary situation into a
manageable one.

If you want to learn more about your options or schedule an attorney consultation, you can visit
stevenomearalaw.com for more information. The site has resources about Pennsylvania DUI
law, the ARD program, and what to expect at each stage of your case.


