
When Does a Criminal Investigation Require Legal
Representation in Delaware County?

Knowing When to Involve a Delaware County Criminal Defense
Attorney
A criminal investigation can begin long before anyone is arrested or charged. You might
receive a phone call from a detective, a visit from law enforcement, or a summons to appear
before a grand jury. At that point, many people wonder whether they need a lawyer. The short
answer is that any time you are the subject or target of a criminal investigation, you should
seek legal representation. The earlier you involve counsel, the more effectively you can protect
your rights and shape the direction of the case.

In Delaware County, as elsewhere, the criminal justice system moves through distinct stages.
Understanding when each stage demands legal advice can make the difference between a
manageable situation and one that spirals out of control. This article explains the critical
moments in a criminal investigation when having a lawyer is not just helpful but essential.

The Initial Contact: When Law Enforcement Reaches Out
Many investigations begin with informal contact. An officer may call and ask if you are willing
to "come down to the station" to answer a few questions. This invitation often feels voluntary,
and you may think that cooperating without a lawyer shows you have nothing to hide. In reality,
police interviews are designed to gather evidence, and anything you say can be used against
you. Even a seemingly harmless statement can be misinterpreted or taken out of context.

If you are contacted by law enforcement in Delaware County, it is wise to politely decline to
answer questions until you have spoken with a criminal defense attorney. A lawyer can advise
you on whether to speak with investigators and, if so, how to do so without waiving your rights.
The point is not to obstruct the investigation but to ensure that you do not inadvertently
incriminate yourself.
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When a Summons or Arrest Warrant Is Issued
If the investigation progresses, the next step may be the issuance of a summons or an arrest
warrant. A summons orders you to appear in court for a preliminary hearing. An arrest warrant
authorizes law enforcement to take you into custody. Either document signals that the state
believes it has enough evidence to move forward with charges.
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At this stage, legal representation is no longer optional. A Delaware County criminal defense
attorney can review the criminal complaint, assess the strength of the evidence, and begin
building a defense strategy. The attorney can also negotiate with the prosecutor to potentially
reduce charges or arrange for your release on bail. Without a lawyer, you risk making
procedural mistakes that could lead to harsher outcomes later.

The Role of Evidence Gathering and Discovery
Once charges are filed, the discovery process begins. The prosecution must share the evidence
it intends to use at trial. This can include police reports, witness statements, forensic analysis,
surveillance footage, and digital records. A skilled criminal defense lawyer knows how to
scrutinize this material for weaknesses, such as chain-of-custody issues, unreliable witness
testimony, or violations of your constitutional rights.

If the evidence against you appears strong, your attorney may advise negotiating a plea deal. If
the evidence is weak or was obtained unlawfully, the lawyer may file motions to suppress it.
Either way, the value of legal representation at this stage is immense. Few people without legal



training can identify the legal arguments that could get evidence excluded or charges
dismissed.
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Preliminary Hearings and Bail Decisions
In Pennsylvania, a preliminary hearing is held shortly after an arrest. At this hearing, the
prosecution must present enough evidence to show that a crime was likely committed and that
you were likely involved. It is not a trial, but it is a critical opportunity for your attorney to
challenge the prosecution's case early. Your lawyer can cross-examine witnesses, point out
gaps in the evidence, and argue for reduced charges or dismissal.

Bail is also set at this stage. The amount of bail and any conditions of release depend on
factors such as the severity of the charges, your criminal history, and your ties to the
community. A criminal defense lawyer can argue for lower bail or for release on your own
recognizance. Without legal representation, you may end up in jail for days or weeks before
your case is resolved.

When the Investigation Involves a Felony
Felony charges carry the most serious consequences, including long prison sentences. If you
are under investigation for a felony in Delaware County, you need a lawyer immediately. The
stakes are too high to handle alone. A conviction for a felony can affect your ability to find
employment, secure housing, and obtain professional licenses. A criminal defense attorney
can work to reduce a felony charge to a misdemeanor or to negotiate an alternative resolution
such as diversion or probation.

Even if the investigation seems to be at an early stage, do not assume that it will go away on its
own. Law enforcement often spends months building a case before making an arrest. The
sooner you involve the Law Office of Steven F. O'Meara, the sooner your attorney can begin
investigating the facts, preserving evidence, and communicating with the prosecutor on your
behalf.

Misdemeanor Investigations Should Not Be Ignored
Some people assume that a misdemeanor investigation is less serious and can be handled
without a lawyer. While misdemeanors carry lighter penalties than felonies, they can still result
in jail time, fines, and a permanent criminal record. A conviction for a misdemeanor such as a
DUI, theft, or simple assault can follow you for years. Having legal representation ensures that
you do not plead guilty to a charge that could have been reduced or dismissed with proper
advocacy.
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In Delaware County, the district attorney's office prosecutes misdemeanors aggressively. A
criminal defense attorney can evaluate the facts, identify defenses, and negotiate for a
favorable outcome. Even if you expect to be found guilty, a lawyer can often secure a sentence
that avoids jail time or minimizes the long-term impact.

When You Are a Witness Who Might Become a Target
Sometimes law enforcement contacts you as a witness, but the line between witness and
target can blur. If you are called to testify before a grand jury, you may be asked questions that
could implicate you in criminal activity. In that situation, you have the right to consult with an
attorney before answering. A lawyer can advise you on whether to assert your Fifth
Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.



Even if you believe you are only a witness, it is safer to speak with a lawyer before giving a
statement. The criminal justice system is complex, and a statement that you think is harmless
could later be used against you. An attorney can help you understand the potential risks and
protect your interests.

The Value of Early Legal Intervention
The best time to get a lawyer is before you say anything to law enforcement. Early intervention
can prevent charges from being filed at all. Your attorney can present evidence that
undermines the investigation, or can negotiate with the prosecutor to convince them not to



pursue the case. In some instances, a lawyer can work out a pre-arrest diversion program that
resolves the matter without a criminal record.

In summary, if you are under investigation in Delaware County, do not wait for an arrest or a
charge to seek help. The moment you learn that law enforcement is looking into your activities,
contact a qualified criminal defense attorney. The Law Office of Steven F. O'Meara can provide
the guidance and advocacy you need at every stage of the process.

If you are facing a criminal investigation or have been charged with a crime, the Law Office of
Steven F. O'Meara is located at 14 S Orange St, Media, PA 19063, USA, and can be reached at
+1 610-557-3907.


