
Choosing a Home Heating Oil Supplier in Delaware
County
When winter temperatures drop along the Delaware River, households in Linwood and the
surrounding parts of Delaware County start thinking about heat. For many homes in this area,
heating oil remains the primary fuel source. The decision of which supplier to call is not one to
make lightly. A reliable supplier means consistent deliveries, fair pricing, and peace of mind
during the coldest months. Understanding how heating oil works, what to look for in a
company, and how to manage your own system can make the entire experience smoother.

How Home Heating Oil Systems Work
A typical oil heating system includes a storage tank, supply lines, a burner, and a thermostat.
The oil is stored in a tank, usually in the basement or outside, and is drawn into the burner
where it is atomized and ignited. The heat is then distributed through ducts or radiators. The
system is controlled by a thermostat that signals when more heat is needed. The burner uses a
pump to move the oil from the tank to the combustion chamber, where it mixes with air and
burns to produce heat. This process is relatively simple, but it depends on having a clean, well-
maintained system and a steady supply of the right fuel. American Energy Supply, Co.

Heating oil is not the same as diesel fuel, though they are chemically similar. Home heating oil
is dyed red to indicate it is not taxed for road use. It is also formulated to burn cleanly in home
furnaces. The oil is delivered by truck and pumped into your tank. The amount you need
depends on the size of your home, how well it is insulated, and how cold the weather gets. A
typical 275-gallon tank might last a month or more in moderate weather, but can run out faster
during a deep freeze.

Key Factors in Choosing a Supplier
Not all heating oil companies operate the same way. Some offer automatic delivery based on
degree-day calculations, while others require you to call when your tank is low. Automatic
delivery can be convenient because it reduces the risk of running out, but it also means you are
less able to shop around for the best price on each fill. Companies that require you to call often
offer spot pricing, which can be advantageous if oil prices drop mid-season.

View the location on Google Maps

Another factor is payment terms. Some suppliers offer budget plans that spread the cost over
the year, making winter bills more manageable. Others offer discounts for cash payments or

https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-energy-supply-fuel-oil-now
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=16602697309633499169&output=embed


for signing up for automatic delivery. Read the fine print, though, because some contracts
include service fees or penalties for early cancellation.

Service and support also matter. A supplier that offers emergency repairs or maintenance
plans can save you from a cold night if your burner fails. Some companies have their own
service technicians, while others contract out. Knowing who will respond if something breaks
is important.

What to Check Before Winter Arrives
Before the first cold snap, take a look at your heating system. Check the tank for rust or leaks.
If the tank is old, consider having it inspected or replaced. A leaking tank can cause
environmental damage and cleanup costs that far exceed the price of a new tank. Also check
the filter and the burner. A dirty filter can cause the burner to work harder, wasting fuel. Change
the filter annually, and have the burner serviced by a professional every year or two.

Make sure you know where the shut-off valve is and how to bleed air from the fuel line if the
system runs dry. If you run out of oil, air gets into the line and the burner will not restart until
the line is bled. Most suppliers can do this, but it adds time and cost to the delivery.

Consider installing a low-fuel alarm or a wireless tank monitor. These devices alert you when
the fuel level drops below a certain point, giving you time to order a fill before you run out.
Some smart monitors can even send an alert to your phone. This is especially useful if you are
away from home for extended periods.

Understanding Oil Grades and Additives
Heating oil comes in different grades, but for home use, No. 2 fuel oil is standard. It is a
middle-distillate petroleum product that works well in most residential burners. Some suppliers
add additives to improve combustion, reduce soot, or prevent gelling in cold weather. Gelling
happens when the oil gets too cold and thickens, clogging the filter and stopping the flow.
Suppliers in cold regions often treat their oil with additives to lower the pour point. Ask your
supplier whether their oil is treated for cold weather and whether they offer a premium grade
with extra detergents that keep the burner cleaner.

Some homeowners add their own additives, but this is rarely necessary if the supplier already
treats the oil. In fact, adding the wrong additive can cause problems. Stick with what the
supplier provides unless you have a specific issue like sludge buildup in an old tank.

Comparing Local Options



In the Linwood area, several companies deliver heating oil. One local provider to consider is
American Energy Supply, Co. located at 1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061. Like any
supplier, they offer a range of services and pricing structures. When you call, ask about their
delivery schedule, whether they offer automatic or will-call service, and what their policies are
for minimum deliveries and emergency fills. Also inquire about any service plans or
maintenance contracts they offer. It is a good idea to compare a few companies before
committing, because prices and terms can vary significantly.

When comparing quotes, look beyond the per-gallon price. Some companies charge a delivery
fee, a minimum delivery fee, or a service call fee. Others bundle these into the price. Ask for a
written estimate that includes all charges. Also ask about payment terms: do they accept
credit cards, offer discounts for automatic payment, or require a deposit for first-time
customers?

Safety and Environmental Considerations
Heating oil is generally safe when stored and handled properly. The oil itself is not explosive
like natural gas, but it is flammable and can cause slips and falls if spilled. The tank should be
located away from ignition sources and in a place where a leak would not contaminate
groundwater. Many insurance companies require tanks to be inspected periodically, and some
require secondary containment for tanks over a certain size.

If you smell oil or see a puddle near the tank, shut off the system and call your supplier
immediately. A small leak can become a big problem fast. Most suppliers have spill response
procedures and can help contain and clean up a leak. Some also offer tank insurance or can
recommend a local environmental cleanup company.

Managing Your Oil Budget
Heating oil prices fluctuate with the global oil market, so planning ahead can save money.
Many suppliers offer pre-buy or capped-price programs. With a pre-buy, you lock in a price for
the season and pay for a set amount of oil upfront. If prices rise, you save; if they fall, you lose
out. A capped-price program sets a maximum price per gallon, but you pay the market rate if it
is lower. Both options provide budget certainty but come with terms and conditions. Read the
contract carefully to understand what happens if you move or if the supplier goes out of
business.

Another strategy is to fill your tank in the summer or early fall, when demand is low and prices
are typically lower. Many suppliers offer summer fill programs with discounted rates. This also
reduces the risk of running out in winter because you start the season with a full tank.



What to Do If You Run Out
If your tank runs dry, do not panic. Call your supplier and request an emergency delivery. Most
companies can get oil to you within a few hours during business hours, but it may take longer
at night or on weekends. Once the oil is delivered, you or your technician will need to bleed the
air from the fuel line before the burner will restart. If you are not comfortable doing this
yourself, call a service technician. Running out of oil can also cause sludge at the bottom of
the tank to be sucked into the line, clogging the filter. Be prepared to replace the filter after a
dry tank event.

Keeping Your System Efficient
Efficiency is about more than just the oil price. A well-tuned burner uses less fuel to produce
the same amount of heat. Annual maintenance by a qualified technician can improve efficiency
by 5 to 10 percent. The technician will clean the burner, replace the filter, check the electrodes,
and test the combustion efficiency. They can also check for drafts around windows and doors
that increase heat loss. Simple weatherstripping and caulking can reduce your heating bill
more than any price break from a supplier.

Consider installing a programmable thermostat that lowers the temperature at night and raises
it before you wake. Even a few degrees of setback can save fuel without sacrificing comfort.
Zone heating, where you heat only the rooms you use, can also reduce consumption. Close
doors to unused rooms and lower the heat in those zones if your system allows.

Finding the Right Fit for Your Home
Choosing a heating oil supplier is a personal decision based on your home, your budget, and
your comfort with risk. Some people prefer the predictability of automatic delivery and a
service plan. Others like the flexibility of calling around for the best spot price. Either way, doing
a little homework before winter arrives can prevent a lot of stress when the temperature drops.

If you live in or near Linwood, one option to explore is American Energy Supply, Co. at 1704
Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061, reachable at (610) 494-4874. They are a local resource
worth including in your comparison shopping. As with any supplier, call ahead, ask questions,
and decide what works best for your situation.


