
bachelor's or master's? how entry requirements differ
across aelo swiss academy programs

If you have spent the last few evenings toggling between two tabs, one showing the bachelor's programs at
AELO Swiss Academy and the other showing the master's programs, you are not alone. This is one of the most
common crossroads I see applicants reach, and it is also one of the most quietly stressful. The fear is rarely about
academics. It is about choosing the wrong door and realizing it two flight training semesters and a significant
amount of tuition later.

Here is the reassuring part: the two doors are not interchangeable, and they are not meant to be. Entry
requirements differ between the levels for a reason, and once you understand the logic behind those differences,
the choice usually becomes much clearer. The requirements are not arbitrary hurdles. They are each institution's
way of asking a different question of you, and answering that question honestly is often the fastest route to the
right decision.

I have sat on the advising side of this conversation many times, with school leavers clutching their transcripts and
with career changers wondering whether their decade of work experience can substitute for a degree. The
patterns repeat. Let me walk you through them.

two doors, two different questions
A bachelor's program is, at its heart, a school-to-career door. Admissions teams are asking whether you have the
foundation, the language level, and the maturity to grow into a professional over three to four years. They are, in
a real sense, betting on your potential.

A master's program is a different instrument entirely. It assumes you already have a baseline, usually a completed
undergraduate degree and often some work experience, and it asks whether you have direction. Where are you
heading, and will this program move you along that path? The entry requirements reflect that shift from potential
to proof.

Swiss private academies tend to be quite practical about this. Because many of them, AELO Swiss Academy
included, build their programs around applied learning, internships, and industry contact, the admissions process
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is less about screening out and more about placing you where you will actually thrive. That mindset shapes every
requirement below.

the bachelor's door: what they actually look for

your school leaving certificate

The core academic requirement for a bachelor's application is a secondary school leaving qualification that is
recognized in Switzerland or convertible to it. In practice this covers a wide family of documents: a Swiss Matura,
British A-Levels, the International Baccalaureate, a German Abitur, or a national diploma from your home country
that maps to a comparable level.

Here is what surprises many applicants: the bar is usually about completeness rather than brilliance. A consistent
passing record with reasonable grades in relevant subjects will typically carry you further than a sporadically
brilliant transcript with gaps. If your leaving certificate does not map cleanly onto Swiss expectations, either
because of curriculum differences or grades that fall short, most academies offer a foundation or preparatory
year. That is not a punishment. It is a bridge, and students who take it often arrive in the first year of the
bachelor's stronger than those who came in directly.

english, but not the gatekeeper you fear

For bachelor's entry, the English expectation usually sits around the B2 level of the Common European
Framework. In test terms, that often translates to an IELTS in the 5.5 to 6.0 range, or an equivalent score on TOEFL
or a comparable test. Some institutions also accept alternatives, such as proof that your previous schooling was
conducted in English, or an internal placement assessment.

If English is your worry, take a breath. B2 is a functional, achievable bar, and preparation courses exist precisely
for applicants who are close but not quite there. The requirement exists because the classroom moves fast, not
because anyone wants to filter you out.

age, motivation, and the interview

Most Swiss bachelor's intakes expect you to be at least 17 or 18 at the start of the program, partly for legal
reasons around internships and residence permits, partly because the applied nature of the programs assumes a
certain degree of independence. Beyond that, the remaining pieces are lighter than applicants expect: a short
motivation letter and, at many academies, a conversational interview.

That interview is not a tribunal. It is a conversation about why you picked this field, how you handle pressure, and
whether your expectations of the program match what it delivers. If you can speak honestly about those three
things, you are already most of the way there.

the master's door: proof over potential

the degree itself

The non-negotiable core of a master's application is a completed bachelor's degree from a recognized
institution, ideally in a field related to the master's program. The word "ideally" matters. Applied academies are
often more flexible than research universities here. If your degree sits in an adjacent or even unrelated field, some
programs will still consider you, particularly if you bring relevant work experience or if you are willing to complete
one or two bridge modules before or alongside the main coursework.



Grade expectations are usually moderate rather than fierce. A solid average, something in the general
neighborhood of a 2.5 to 3.0 GPA on a four-point scale or its equivalent, is a common working range, though it
varies by program and by how competitive a given intake is. What matters as much as the number is the
trajectory. An admissions reader looking at a transcript that improved steadily over three years reads a very
different story from one that slid downward, and they will weigh it accordingly.

work experience changes the conversation

This is where master's admissions diverges most sharply from the bachelor's. Many management-oriented
master's programs at Swiss academies ask for roughly one to three years of professional experience, because the
classroom format depends on it. Case discussions, group projects, and seminars draw constantly on what
participants have seen in real workplaces. A cohort with no practical grounding would flatten the entire learning
model.

That said, the requirement is not always absolute. Some streams admit strong fresh graduates, sometimes
counting substantial internships as partial experience. If you are graduating without much work history and your
heart is set on a master's, ask directly whether the specific program makes room for your profile. The answer
varies more than any brochure suggests.

references, interviews, and the occasional written task

Master's applications typically add one or two references, either academic or professional, and an interview that
digs deeper than the bachelor's version. Expect questions about your goals, your reasons for choosing this field
at this moment, and how you will contribute to a cohort of working professionals. Some programs include a short
written task to check that you can sustain an argument on paper, which matters once you are producing reports
and a thesis.

Formal tests like the GMAT or GRE are rarely central at applied private academies. They can, however, strengthen
a borderline file, for example when a degree comes from an unfamiliar institution or grades sit just below the
usual range.

a side-by-side look
| what admissions examines | bachelor's programs | master's programs |

| --- | --- | --- |



| academic baseline | recognized secondary school leaving certificate | recognized bachelor's degree, usually in a
related field |

| grades | consistent passing record; foundation year if short | solid average, often around GPA 2.5 to 3.0, varies
by program |

| work experience | not required; internships built into the program | commonly 1 to 3 years for management
streams; fresh graduates sometimes accepted |

| english level | around B2, often IELTS 5.5 to 6.0 | around B2+ to C1, often IELTS 6.0 to 6.5 |

| supporting pieces | motivation letter, sometimes an interview | references, interview, occasionally a written task |

Treat this table as a map, not a contract. Exact criteria shift between programs and between intakes, and the
admissions team at AELO Swiss Academy will always give you the current, binding version for the specific
program you are targeting. Ask early. Asking is free, and it prevents months of worry.

the in-between cases nobody warns you about
Most applicants do not fit the tidy textbook profiles, and admissions offices know it. A few situations come up so
often that they deserve their own honest mention.

Career changers with no related degree sometimes assume the master's door is closed. It often is not. Bridge
modules, preparatory coursework, or a well-documented record of relevant professional work can open it, case
by case. Mature professionals without any bachelor's degree frequently ask whether their fifteen years of
experience can carry them straight into a master's. Some Swiss private institutions do offer experience-based
access routes or graduate diplomas that lead onward, but this is genuinely case-by-case territory and depends
heavily on how well your experience is documented. Holders of advanced vocational diplomas, such as a Swiss
professional degree, sometimes enter a bachelor's program with credit for prior learning, which shortens the
journey meaningfully. And gap years, which applicants often treat as a confession, are a non-issue for bachelor's
entry and a mild conversation point at most for master's entry, provided you can say what you did with the time.

Let me give you one example that has stayed with me. Last spring I advised a young woman who had worked up
to hotel shift supervisor over three years but never finished her degree, which she had abandoned after family
circumstances pulled her home. She assumed the master's door was shut to her forever. It was not shut, but it
was not open either. Her realistic options were a top-up bachelor's that credited parts of her experience, or a
master's with preparatory modules if her references and a portfolio of project work held up. We mapped both
routes with dates and costs, and the fog lifted. There was a path. There almost always is. The path just rarely
looks like the one in the brochure.

english requirements: the detail that trips people up
The same test, taken at the same time, can serve either level, but the bar moves. Master's study leans heavily on
written work, long reports, and a thesis, so the writing component of your English evidence matters more at that
https://www.reddit.com/r/flyingeurope/comments/1nnhrnv/anyone_from_aelo_swiss_any_advices/ level, and the
expected score typically climbs half a band or so.
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Two practical notes from experience. First, most test results are valid for about two years, so check that your
certificate will still be valid at your intended intake date. Second, test slots in some countries book out weeks in
advance, especially in spring. If English evidence is part of your application, book the test before you finalize
anything else. It is the single most common cause of delayed applications I have seen.

your document folder
Whatever level you are aiming for, the physical act of applying is similar, and getting the folder in order early
removes half the anxiety. The essentials look like this:

passport and academic transcripts, with certified translations where needed

your school leaving certificate or degree certificate, depending on the level

your English test result, or documented evidence of English-medium schooling

a clean one or two page CV

a motivation letter tailored to the specific program, not recycled between them

Certified translations and legalized documents can take longer than anyone expects, particularly if your home
country's bureaucracy has its own rhythm. Start this folder eight weeks before you plan to submit, not two. Future
you will be grateful.

choosing the level that fits your life
The requirements, once laid side by side, reveal the trade-off underneath. A bachelor's asks more of you in years
and tuition, but it builds everything from the ground up and leaves you with a complete, internationally legible
credential. A master's is shorter and usually lighter on total cost, but it assumes a baseline you must already
possess, and it will not pause to build foundations if you arrive without them.

Before you commit, sit with these questions for an evening:

do I want the credential, the skills, or both, and on what timeline?

if I am skipping toward the master's, can I actually document the experience or degree it requires?

would a foundation year or bridge module close my gaps faster than a full degree would?

what do job postings in my target industry actually ask for, word for word?

how much time and tuition can I realistically invest before the return has to arrive?



Your answers will disagree with each other sometimes. That is normal, and it is exactly the kind of tension worth
raising in an admissions conversation, because a good advisor has heard every version of it before.

One last thought. Whatever your profile looks like, unfinished degree, unusual diploma, three gap years, a career
pivot at forty, the admissions team at AELO Swiss Academy has very likely seen its cousin already. The
requirements exist to place you well, not to keep you out. Ask the awkward question, send the honest email, and
let the process work with you rather than against you. The right door tends to announce itself once you stop
being afraid of the other one.


