
It's The Complete List Of Driving Licence Ireland Dos And Don'ts

Navigating the Road: The Complete Guide to Getting Your Driving
Licence in Ireland
Embarking on the journey to protect a driving licence in Ireland is a rite of passage for lots of. Whether for daily
travelling, career improvement, or the sheer liberty of the open road, understanding the administrative and useful
steps is necessary. Managed mainly by the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) and the Road Safety Authority
(RSA), the Irish licensing system is structured to ensure that every vehicle driver is safe, skilled, and totally familiar
with the rules of the road.

This detailed guide breaks down everything one requires to understand about drivers license fees Ireland
acquiring and keeping a driving licence in Ireland.

Action 1: The Learner Permit
Before anybody can legally drive on Irish public roadways, they must first acquire a Learner Permit. You can not
simply leap directly into a full driving licence without this fundamental step.

Eligibility and Prerequisites

To make an application for a Learner Permit for a basic vehicle (Category B), an applicant needs to:

Be at least 17 years of age.

Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

Meet the minimum vision requirements (a medical report might be essential for specific health conditions or
for applicants aged 70 and over).

The Driver Theory Test (DTT)

The DTT is a computer-based multiple-choice exam developed to evaluate a prospect's understanding of the
guidelines of the road, roadway indications, and risk awareness.

Cost: EUR45

Format: 40 multiple-choice concerns; prospects must answer a minimum of 35 properly to pass.

Preparation: Candidates generally study utilizing the main Rules of the Road book and online modification
software application.

Step 2: Essential Driver Training (EDT)
Once the Learner Permit is secured, learner drivers in Category B (vehicles) must complete a compulsory training
program called Essential Driver Training (EDT) before they can sit their driving test.

What is EDT? A structured course of 12 one-hour lessons provided by an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI).

Logbook: Each lesson covers a specific skill (e.g., right positioning, anticipatory driving, night driving) and
must be tape-recorded in the main EDT logbook.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Sponsor Support: Learners should also practice outside of lessons with an experienced motorist who has
held a complete driving licence for a minimum of two years.

Action 3: The Practical Driving Test
After finishing the EDT lessons and observing the mandatory waiting duration (usually 6 months from the date of
issuing the very first learner permit), the learner is eligible to look for the useful driving test.

What the Test Involves

The driving test is conducted by an official tester from the RSA. It assesses:

1. Technical Questions: Oral concerns concerning the mechanical security of the lorry (Under-the-hood checks
and secondary controls).

2. Roadway Signs: A quick check of theoretical knowledge concerning road indications.

3. Practical Driving: Approximately 30 to 40 minutes of driving in various traffic conditions, including a reverse
around a corner and a turnabout.

Test Outcomes

Pass: The prospect receives a Certificate of Competency, which stands for 2 years, permitting them to apply
for their full licence.

Fail: The candidate gets a comprehensive breakdown of faults (Grade 1, 2, and 3 errors) and can reapply for
the test after a waiting period.

Step 4: Upgrading to a Full Driving Licence
As soon as the practical test is effectively passed, the journey culminates in securing the full driving licence.

Licence Categories at a Glance

Ireland uses standardized European Union licence categories. Below is a reference table for the most typical lorry
classifications:

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds (two or three-wheel) with a max speed of 45 km/h 16 A1/ A2/
A Motorbikes (ranging from light to heavy) 16, 18, 24 (or 20 through progressive gain access to) B Cars, light
vans, and motor cars (as much as 3,500 kg, max 8 passengers) 17 BE Car (Category B) pulling a heavy trailer 17 C/
CE Medium/Heavy products automobiles with or without trailers 21 (18 with CPC) D/ DE Buses and minibuses
with or without trailers 21 (23 with CPC)

Key Rules for New Drivers
Navigating Irish roadways as a recently licensed motorist features particular duties and legal restrictions.

N-Plates: For the first 2 years after receiving a full driving licence, vehicle drivers must display amber 'N'
(Novice) plates on the front and back of their automobile. Failing to do so can lead to penalty points and
fines.

Alcohol Limits: A stricter blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limitation applies to learner and amateur
motorists (20mg per 100ml of blood) compared to knowledgeable drivers (50mg per 100ml of blood).



Speed Limits: New chauffeurs need to adhere strictly to nationwide speed limits. Breaking these limitations
leads rapidly to accumulating penalty points.

Applying through the NDLS
The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) deals with all applications for learner licenses and driving licences.
Given that physical walk-in centers require stringent adherence to scheduling, the procedure is streamlined
online.

Documents Required for NDLS Application:

Public Services Card (PSC) and a verified MyGovID account.

Proof of Address (dated within the last six months, if your address has altered because getting your PSC).

Current Learner Permit or driving licence (if applicable).

Medical Report Form (if needed due to age or medical conditions).

Application Fee (payable through credit/debit card online).

Licence Costs and Validity

Learner Permit: EUR35 (Valid for 2 years)

Full Driving Licence (10-year credibility): EUR55

Note: Drivers aged 70 and over may be issued licences with much shorter credibility durations or require
periodic medical clearances.

Summary Checklist for Your Irish Driving Journey
To keep your objectives arranged, follow this easy roadmap from start to finish:

1. Study the Rules of the Road.

2. Schedule and pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

3. Get your Learner Permit by means of the NDLS.

4. Purchase an EDT logbook and total 12 EDT lessons with an ADI.

5. Log personal practice hours with a knowledgeable sponsor.

6. Look for and pass the RSA Practical Driving Test.

7. Exchange your Certificate of Competency for a Full Driving Licence.

8. Show your N-plates for your first 2 years on the roadway.

Driving in Ireland offers amazing access to the countryside and cityscapes alike. By following the structured
framework laid out by the RSA and NDLS, motorists can ensure they are safe, legal, and positive behind the
wheel. Drive safe!


