
The History Of Swiss Driving License Assistance

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide on How to Apply for a
Swiss Driving License
Moving to Switzerland uses stunning alpine views, beautiful lakes, and an exceptionally efficient public
transportation system. Nevertheless, there comes a time when numerous citizens-- whether for weekend journey
or day-to-day convenience-- decide they wish to get behind the wheel.

Obtaining a Swiss driving license can appear like a governmental maze, especially given Switzerland's strenuous
requirements for road security. Thankfully, the process is sensible, transparent, and structured. This thorough
guide breaks down whatever a specific requirements to know to effectively request a Swiss driving license,
covering conversions, brand-new applications, costs, and important timelines.

1. Comprehending the Basics: Do You Need a Swiss License?
Before starting the application procedure, it is very important to figure out whether an existing foreign license is
valid in Switzerland.

Travelers: Visitors can drive in Switzerland utilizing a legitimate foreign driving license for as much as 12
months. An International Driving Permit (IDP) is suggested if the foreign license is not in English, French,
German, or Italian.

Residents: Anyone taking up residency in Switzerland must exchange their foreign license for a Swiss one
within 12 months. Driving after this duration without a Swiss license is considered a punishable offense.

2. Converting a Foreign Driving License
For people who already hold a valid driving license from their home country or another EU/EFTA state, the
process is typically simple. Nevertheless, the precise requirements depend upon the providing nation.

The Conversion Process: Step-by-Step

1. Eye Test: Visit a qualified Swiss optician to get a main eye test certificate.

2. Application Form: Obtain the application type for exchanging a foreign driving license from the local
roadway traffic office ( Strassenverkehrsamt/ Service des Automobiles) in the resident canton.

3. Submit Documents: Take the completed kind, initial foreign license, passport, house authorization, and a
passport-sized photograph to the regional office.

4. The Test Drive (If Applicable): Depending on the providing nation, some motorists might be required to
take a control drive ( Kontrollfahrt) with an expert to show their competency on Swiss roadways.

Country/Region of Origin Requirements for Conversion EU/ EFTA Direct exchange. No test needed. May need a
medical check if over a certain age. Acknowledged Non-EU (e.g., USA, Canada, Australia, UK) Direct exchange
possible if gotten within 12 months. May require a useful test ( Kontrollfahrt) depending upon the canton and
license category. Other Countries Must pass both a theoretical exam (if applicable) and a useful driving test.

3. Requesting a Swiss Driving License from Scratch



For individuals who have actually never held a driving license, the path to getting one in Switzerland is infamously
comprehensive. It is designed to guarantee that every motorist is exceptionally well-prepared.

Step 1: First Aid Course ( Nothelferkurs)

Every candidate should finish a 10-hour Schweizer Führerschein bestellen licensed first aid course. This course
covers standard life-saving techniques and is a necessary prerequisite for applying for a learner's authorization.
The certificate stands for 6 years.

Step 2: Apply for a Learner's Permit ( Lernfahrausweis)

With the emergency treatment certificate in hand, the candidate needs to:

Pass a main eye test.

Fill out the student's authorization application.

Submit the application to the cantonal traffic workplace together with a passport image, ID, and residency
documents.

Action 3: Theory Test ( Theoriewerke)

When the student's authorization application is authorized, the candidate gets authorization to take the
computer-based multi-choice theory examination. This test covers Swiss traffic guidelines, roadway indications,
and right-of-way laws.

Step 4: Practical Driving Lessons and Learner's Permit

Upon passing the theory test, the physical learner's authorization is mailed to the candidate.

Driving with a Learner's Permit: Learners can drive with anyone over the age of 23 who has held a
complete Swiss driving license for at least three years. However, professional lessons with a licensed driving
instructor ( Fahrlehrer) are strongly recommended.

Obligatory VKU Course: Before taking the useful test, learners should complete a 8-hour traffic sense
course ( Verkehrskundeunterricht or VKU), which concentrates on protective driving and hazard perception.

Step 5: Practical Driving Test ( Praktische Fahrprüfung)

When the driving trainer swizexpresskarte considers the trainee ready, they will schedule the practical driving test.
A professional examiner will evaluate the driver's ability to navigate traffic securely, park, and react to
unanticipated circumstances.

4. The Probationary Period and Phase 2 Training
Switzerland runs a two-tier licensing system for brand-new chauffeurs.

Probationary License ( Führerausweis auf Probe): Upon passing the dry run, new chauffeurs receive their
license on a three-year probation. Dedicating serious traffic violations throughout this period can result in
the extension of the probation, a ban, or the total cancellation of the license.

The WAB Course (Phase 2): Within the first three years of getting the probationary license, the motorist
needs to complete one day of necessary secondary training ( Wiederausbildung or WAB course). This course
teaches advanced vehicle control in slippery conditions and emergency braking.

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Schweizer%20F%C3%BChrerschein%20bestellen
https://swizexpresskarte.com/


Complete License: Once the WAB course is completed and the probationary period ends without significant
events, the motorist can look for their limitless, long-term Swiss driving license.

5. Approximated Costs Overview
Acquiring a driving license in Switzerland is a financial investment. While expenses differ depending on the
canton and the variety of driving lessons needed, applicants must budget plan appropriately.

Emergency Treatment Course: CHF 100-- CHF 150

Eye Test: CHF 15-- CHF 20

Theory Exam & & Learner's Permit: CHF 80-- CHF 150

Driving Lessons (per hour): CHF 90-- CHF 120 (typical overall for 20-30 lessons: CHF 2,000+)

VKU Course: CHF 150-- CHF 250

Practical Exam & & Traffic Office Fees: CHF 200-- CHF 300

WAB Course (Phase 2): CHF 350-- CHF 500

Summary Checklist for Applicants
To guarantee a smooth journey towards getting a Swiss driving license, keep this list convenient:

Check if the foreign license receives direct exchange.

Complete a certified First Aid course ( Nothelferkurs).

Pass a main eye test at an optician.

Submit the student's license application to the local Strassenverkehrsamt.

Study and pass the official theory test.

Take expert driving lessons and complete the VKU course.

Pass the practical driving examination.

Complete the mandatory WAB course within the three-year probationary period.

By following these steps patiently and vigilantly, homeowners will soon find themselves lawfully and securely
browsing Switzerland's awesome alpine roadways. Safe travels!


